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Figure 3.1.  Global Demographic Transition, 1700–2050

Current demographic changes are unprecedented. After remaining broadly 
unchanged for centuries, the age structure of the world's population is now 
changing dramatically. Population growth is also slowing, following rapid growth in 
the second half of the twentieth century.

   Source: Lee (2003).

Life Expectancy
(years at birth)

1700 1800 1900 1950 2000 2050 0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7Total Fertility Rate
(births per woman)

1700 1800 1900 1950 2000 2050

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

1700 1800 1900 1950 2000 2050
0

20

40

60

80Population Aged 15–65
(percent of total population)

1700 1800 1900 1950 2000 2050

0

10

20

30

40

50 Population Under 15
(percent of total population)

1700 1800 1900 1950 2000 2050 0

5

10

15

20Population over 65
(percent of total population)

1700 1800 1900 1950 2000 2050

Total Population Growth
(percent)


