
 

 

 

Speaker Biographies 

(In alphabetical order) 
 

AGHION, PHILIPPE 

Mr. Philippe Aghion is the Robert C. Waggoner Professor of Economics 
at Harvard University, Program Director in Industrial Organization at 
CEPR, and Fellow at NBER and IFS.  He focuses mainly on the 
relationship between economic growth and policy, with a particular 
emphasis on the role of innovations in economic growth, to help better 
understand how organizations, competition policy, education, savings 
and the financial system, and macroeconomic policy affect, and are 
affected by, growth, through their interactions with entrepreneurs’ 
incentives to either innovate or to imitate the frontier technologies.  In 
addition, Prof. Aghion has contributed to the fields of contract theory 
and corporate governance. He has been associated with the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) since 1990. He is the 
managing editor of the journal The Economics of Transition, which he 
launched in 1992. 

 

BAKKER, BAS B. 

Mr. Bas B. Bakker is Chief of the Emerging Economies division in the 
IMF’s European Department. He is editor of the forthcoming IMF book 
“How Emerging Europe Came Through The 2008/09 Crisis” and has 
worked extensively on economic and financial vulnerabilities and crises 
in emerging market countries.  He joined the IMF in 1993 and has held 
positions in four departments, working on a range of countries, and 
policy and research issues. He has a PhD in economics from the 
University of Groningen, and is a national of the Netherlands.  

  



 

 
BALCEROWICZ, LESZEK   

Mr. Leszek Balcerowicz is Professor of Economics at the Warsaw 
School of Economics and at the College of Europe. He has been 
involved in reform in Poland for over three decades. He was Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance in Poland´s first government 
following communist rule, positions he held from 1989 to 1991 and 
from 1997 to 2000. In addition, he was President of the National Bank 
of Poland from 2000 to 2007. He is on the Advisory Scientific 
Committee of the European Systemic Risk Board and a member of the 
Group of Thirty.  

 

BOUCHER, RICHARD A.  

Mr. Richard A. Boucher, a U.S. national, was appointed Deputy 
Secretary-General of the OECD in 2009. Among his responsibilities, he 
spearheads the Organization’s enhanced engagement and accession 
processes. He is a senior foreign policy executive who has managed 
world-wide teams, programs and strategies, and has extensive 
experience in emerging economies. Over his thirty-year career in 
foreign policy, he has consistently had challenging assignments and 
achieved the highest rank in the United States Foreign Service. He 
holds a BA in French and English Literature from Tufts University and 
undertook further studies in International Economics at George 
Washington University. 

 

COOREY, SHARMINI  

Ms. Sharmini Coorey, a national of Sri Lanka, is Director of the IMF’s 
Institute for Capacity Development. Her experience includes work on 
Fund surveillance and programs in industrial, emerging, and low-
income economies in Europe, Asia, North and South America, and 
Africa, as well as on various Fund policy issues. She has also served on 
the Editorial Committee of IMF Staff Papers. Ms. Coorey holds a 
bachelor’s degree and PhD in Economics from Harvard University. She 
has published papers on inflation and economic growth in transition 
and developing countries and edited a book on managing the oil wealth 
of the CEMAC region.  

  



 

 

DE LAROSIÈRE, JACQUES  

Mr. Jacques de Larosière was Undersecretary of Monetary Affairs in 
the French Treasury (1974-1978), Managing Director of the IMF (1978-
1987), Governor of the Banque de France (1987-1993), and President 
of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1993-
1998). He was also Advisor to the Chairman of BNP Paribas (1998-
2009). He has been the Chairman of the “Observatoire de l’Epargne 
Européenne” since 1999, Chairman of Eurofi since 2000, Chairman of 
the Strategic Committee of the Agence France Trésor since 2004, and 
Chairman of the high-level committee on the reform of the European 
financial supervisory architecture during 2008-09. He is Member of 
the G30 and of the “Académie des Sciences Morales et Politiques;” a 
Grand Officier of the Legion d’Honneur, KBE; and Member of the 
French Society of the Cincinnati. 

 

DJANKOV, SIMEON 

Mr. Simeon Djankov is Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance in 
Bulgaria. Previously, he was the chief economist of the finance and 
private sector vice-presidency of the World Bank, where he worked on 
regional trade agreements in North Africa, enterprise restructuring and 
privatization in transition economies, corporate governance in East 
Asia, and regulatory reforms around the world. He is the creator of the 
World Bank’s Doing Business series. Mr. Djankov was a principal author 
of the World Development Report 2002. He holds a PhD in economics 
from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and has published over 70 
articles in leading academic journals. He is ranked among the 100 Most 
Cited Economists in the world according to IDEAS/RePEc. 

 

DUCHATCZEK, WOLFGANG 

Mr. Wolfgang Duchatczek is Vice Governor at the Oesterreichische 
Nationalbank (OeNB) and the Chairman of the ECB’s International 
Relations Committee. Having joined the OeNB in 1976, he was the 
the central bank’s main negotiator during Austria’s EU accession 
negotiations. He has served on the OeNB’s Board of Executive 
Directors since 1997 and was appointed Vice Governor in 2003. He 
has held various functions in national and international fora, and he 
represents the OeNB in the Economic and Financial Committee. 
Mr. Duchatczek is also Deputy Governor for Austria at the IMF. He 
obtained his doctoral degree in 1980. 
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FEKTER, MARIA  

Ms. Maria Fekter is the Federal Minister of Finance of the Republic of 
Austria and Vice-Chairwoman of the Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP). 
She is also a member of the Executive Committee of the European 
Union of Women. Prior to her appointment to Minister of Finance, she 
was the Federal Minister of the Interior and a member of the Austrian 
Parliament. She began her professional career running her family 
business (Niederndorfer & Co., Kieswerke-Transportbeton Ltd.) and 
holds a PhD in Legal Studies from the Johannes Kepler University Linz 
as well as a Master of Arts in Business Administration. 

 

FLORES, ELENA 

Ms. Elena Flores is Director for Policy Strategy and Coordination in the 
Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG ECFIN) at 
the European Commission (EC). She has worked at the EC since 1987 in 
various positions, including as the Director of “Economies of Member 
States II” and as the head of the units “Financial Markets and Financial 
Intermediaries” and “Monetary Union: Technical and Market 
Questions.” During 1999-2002, she was Advisor in Commissioner Solbes’ 
office, responsible for economic policies, employment, taxation and 
financial issues. She also was an Assistant Professor of Economics at 
the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (UAB) during 1982-1986. Ms. 
Flores holds a Master degree from UAB and a Master in European 
Economy from the College of Europe in Bruges, Belgium. 

 

FULLANI, ARDIAN 

Mr. Ardian Fullani is the Governor of the Bank of Albania. During 1987-
1990, he was Deputy Director of the Foreign Relations Department at 
the State Bank of Albania and in 1990 became Head of the Foreign 
Relations Department at Albanian Commercial Bank. Mr. Fullani joined 
the Bank of Albania in 1992. He has also served as President of the 
Albanian Association of Banks and Commissioner of the Albanian 
Securities Committee. He holds degrees in Finance and Law from the 
University of Tirana and has authored numerous articles on economic 
and financial issues. Mr. Fullani was awarded the title “Commendatore 
dell'Ordine della Stella della Solidarietà Italiana (Order of the Star of 
Italian Solidarity)” by the President of the Republic of Italy. 
 

  



 

 

GËRGURI, GANI 

Mr. Gani Gërguri is the Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic 
of Kosovo (CBK). His career began at the National Bank of Kosovo in 
the Statistics and Analysis Department. He later became Head of the 
CBK’s Research and Statistics Department (2000), then Chief 
Operations Officer in 2004. In 2006, Mr. Gërguri was appointed the 
Deputy Managing Director of the CBK, in 2008 Deputy Governor, and in 
2010 Acting Governor. He became the Governor of the CBK in May 
2011. Governor Gërguri also serves on the Management Board of the 
Deposit Insurance Fund of Kosovo and on the Board of the Financial 
Intelligence Center of Kosovo. He holds an MBA degree in Finance from 
the University of Sheffield.  

 

GONZALEZ LAYA, ARANCHA  

Ms. Arancha Gonzalez Laya is Chief of Staff to Pascal Lamy, Director 
General at the World Trade Organization (WTO), and his representative 
at the G20. She joined the European Commission (EC) in 1996 and has 
held several positions in the area of international trade, including in 
negotiations between the European Communities and a number of third 
countries. Between 2002 and 2004 she was the European Union 
spokeswoman for trade and advisor to the EU Trade Commissioner 
Pascal Lamy.  She has extensive practice in international trade and 
economics and is a frequent lecturer on trade and development.  She 
holds a degree in law from the University of Navarra and a postgraduate 
in European Law from the University Carlos III (Madrid).  

 

GYLFASON, THORVALDUR  

Mr. Thorvaldur Gylfason is Professor of Economics at the University of 
Iceland and Research Fellow at CESifo (Center for Economic Studies) 
at the University of Munich. He has worked at the IMF, taught at 
Princeton, edited the European Economic Review, and published some 
150 scholarly articles and 20 books as well as 700 newspaper articles 
plus several songs for mixed choir. He was one of 25 representatives in 
Iceland’s Constitutional Council in session from 1 April to 29 July 2011, 
elected by the nation and appointed by parliament to revise Iceland’s 
constitution. Mr. Gylfason holds a PhD from Princeton University. 

  



 

 

HOCHREITER, EDUARD  

Mr. Eduard Hochreiter is the Director of the JVI. He previously 
worked at the OeNB for more than 30 years. In his last assignment, 
he directed the Bank’s long-term research activities. He served as an 
Alternate Member on the Economic and Finance Committee of the 
EU, and on the boards of several professional associations. 
Mr. Hochreiter has published extensively in refereed journals on 
international monetary issues, European integration, transition 
economics and central bank independence. He holds a PhD from the 
Vienna University of Economics, an MSc in Economics from the 
London School of Economics, and a diploma in international relations 
from the Johns Hopkins University, Bologna Center. 

 

HUSAIN, AASIM M. 

Mr. Aasim M. Husain is Deputy Director in the IMF’s European 
Department (EUR). Prior to joining EUR in late 2011, Mr. Husain served 
in the Strategy, Policy, and Review Department, where he led the IMF’s 
policy development work on capital flows and reviewed country work 
on many of the large emerging market economies. Previously, Mr. 
Husain served as IMF mission chief for Egypt, Jordan, and Kazakhstan, 
and headed the IMF’s work on commodity issues. Mr. Husain is from 
Pakistan. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and 
Mathematical Sciences from Rice University and his PhD in Economics 
from the University of Pennsylvania. He joined the IMF in 1990.  

 

KATTERL, ALFRED 

Mr. Alfred Katterl is the Director of the Division for Economic Policy 
and the IMF in the Austrian Ministry of Finance. In 1988, he joined the 
Austrian Ministry of Finance as Economist dealing with integration 
economics, fiscal policy, forecasting, economic and monetary union of 
the EU. In 1992, he was seconded to the OECD-Secretariat in Paris, and 
in 1994, to DG ECFIN of the EC. He was a member of the team 
negotiating Austria's accession to the EU. He has represented Austria in 
various international committees, notably the EU Economic and Finance 
Committee. He holds a doctoral degree in economics and has done 
post-graduate work in quantitative economics.   

  



 

 

KOHÚTIKOVÁ, ELENA  

Ms. Elena Kohútiková is a Member of the Management Board and Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer in VUB Bank. She joined VUB Bank in 2006. Prior 
to that, she worked for the Slovak central bank, including as Vice 
Governor responsible for monetary policy. She represented the Slovak 
central bank in the Economic and Financial Committee of the European 
Union, and she was a Member of the International Relations Committee 
of the European Central Bank and a Member of the Committee for 
Economic Policy of OECD. Mrs. Elena Kohútiková ranks among the top 
experts on Euro introduction in Slovakia.  

 

LANDESMANN, MICHAEL A. 

Mr. Michael Landesmann is Scientific Director of the Vienna Institute 
for International Economic Studies (wiiw) and Professor of Economics 
at the Johannes Kepler University where he is also department head 
of economic theory and quantitative economic research. He was a 
Lecturer, Fellow and Senior Research Officer at Cambridge 
University and held visiting professorships at Harvard University and 
many other universities. He was member of the Group of Economic 
Policy Advisors under the chairmanship of former EU Commission 
President Romano Prodi. He is regularly consulted by various 
departments of the European Commission, including the World Bank, 
OECD, ILO, and UNCTAD and has led several large international 
research projects. He holds a doctorate in economics from Oxford 
University. 

 

LAPORTE, BRUNO  

Mr. Bruno Laporte is the Director of Thematic Knowledge and Learning 
at the World Bank Institute (WBI). He oversees capacity building 
efforts in several areas, including growth and climate change, to help 
countries address their specific challenges. He also contributed to a 
far-reaching restructuring of the WBI strategy and operations, aimed 
at combining knowledge, collaborative governance, and innovative 
solutions into capacity development programs. Mr. Laporte joined the 
World Bank in 1985 and has worked on education, training and 
employment issues in several regions of the world, notably Africa, the 
Middle East, and Eastern and Central Europe. He holds degrees in 
Business Administration from France and in Education Administration 
and Planning from the Harvard School of Education.  

  



 

 
MARKOVIC, BOJAN 

Mr. Bojan Markovic is the Vice Governor of the National Bank of 
Serbia, responsible for monetary policy, payment system, and 
economic analysis and research. Mr. Markovic began his central 
banking career in 2000 at the Bank of England in London, working in 
the areas of monetary analysis and financial stability. He was in 
charge of the Bank of England’s official model for forecasting UK 
inflation and provided technical assistance courses in several 
developing countries. In 2008, Mr. Markovic moved to Goldman 
Sachs, where he was an executive director in private wealth 
management, focusing on investment strategies for exchange rates, 
short- and long-run interest rates, and equities, mainly in G10 
countries. 

 

MCCAULEY, ROBERT N. 

Mr. Robert N. McCauley is Senior Adviser in the Monetary and Economic 
Department of the Bank for International Settlements (BIS). Before 
October 2008, he served as the BIS Chief Representative for Asia and 
the Pacific in Hong Kong. Prior to joining the BIS, he worked for 13 
years for the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, leaving as Head of the 
International Finance Department. He taught international finance and 
the multinational firm at the University of Chicago’s Graduate School 
of Business in 1992.  

 

MOURMOURAS, ALEXANDROS  

Mr. Alex Mourmouras is Chief of the European and Middle Eastern 
Division in the IMF Institute for Capacity Development. He previously 
worked in the IMF’s Fiscal Affairs and Strategy, Policy and Review 
Departments and participated in numerous IMF missions to transition 
countries in Europe and Asia. He joined the IMF Institute in 2003. He 
has lectured and conducted outreach widely. Prior to joining the IMF 
in 1992, Mr. Mourmouras was an Associate Professor of Economics at 
the University of Cincinnati. His research focuses on macroeconomics, 
monetary economics, international economics, natural resource 
economics, and the political economy of international financial 
institutions. He has published in many of the leading journals. He 
obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Applied Mathematics from Harvard 
College and a PhD in Economics from the University of Minnesota. 

  



 

 
NAGY, PIROSKA M. 

Ms. Piroska Nagy is Director for Country Strategy and Policy at the 
Office of the Chief Economist of the EBRD. Her responsibilities include 
the strategic directions in countries in Emerging Europe and Central 
Asia. She also oversees the EBRD’s quarterly economic forecast 
exercise. Prior to the EBRD, Ms. Nagy worked for the IMF. While on 
leave from the IMF, she was lecturer at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem in 1996/97 and worked at Fitch Ratings as Senior Adviser in 
2003/4, covering Europe. She has published on a broad range of issues 
and is the author of the book The Meltdown of the Russian State. She 
holds a M.Sc. in Macroeconomics and Finance from the University of 
Budapest and conducted post-graduate studies at George Washington 
University, USA. 

 
NOWOTNY, EWALD  

Mr. Ewald Nowotny is the Governor of the Oesterreichische 
Nationalbank (OeNB) and a Member of the Governing Council of the 
European Central Bank. He previously held several high-level positions 
in financial institutions, including as CEO of BAWAG P.S.K. banking 
group and Vice President and Member of the Management Committee 
of the European Investment Bank. He also served on the supervisory 
boards of several banks and corporations. Mr. Nowotny was an elected 
Member of the Austrian Parliament during 1978-1999 and served as 
chairman of the parliamentary Finance Committee during 1985-1999. 
He received a doctoral degree in law from the University of Vienna 
and held research tenures and professorships at Harvard University 
and other universities. He has published several books and numerous 
articles in refereed journals. 

 
PRADER, JOHANN  

Mr. Johann Prader is the Austrian Alternate Executive Director at the 
IMF. Besides Austria, the constituency consists of Belarus, Belgium 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Republic of Kosovo, Luxembourg, Slovak 
Republic, Slovenia and Turkey. It has the highest share of votes, and is 
the fourth largest, among the 24 chairs of the IMF Executive Board. 
Mr. Prader was assigned to this position in 1987, after having worked at 
the OeNB since 1976 . He is the Dean of the Alternate Executive 
Directors at the IMF. Mr. Prader holds a Doctoral degree in Social 
Sciences from the University of Salzburg and studied economics at the 
University of Vienna. 

  



 

 

SANFEY, PETER  

Mr. Peter Sanfey is Deputy Director for Country Strategy and Policy in 
the Office of the Chief Economist at the EBRD. He is responsible for 
the analysis of economic developments and reforms in Southeastern 
Europe and is an editor and author of the annual EBRD Transition 
Report. He is also a guest member of St Antony’s College, Oxford 
University. Before joining the EBRD in 1997, he was a lecturer in 
economics at the University of Kent at Canterbury. Mr. Sanfey has 
published widely in refereed journals, mostly on transition, 
macroeconomics and labor economics, and is the co-author of a 
recent book on the political and economic re-emergence of 
Southeastern Europe. He holds a BA in Economics from Trinity College 
Dublin and a PhD in Economics from Yale University. 

 

SHAFIK, NEMAT  

Ms. Nemat Shafik is the Deputy Managing Director of the IMF. Prior to 
this, she was the Permanent Secretary of the U.K. Department for 
International Development. She was Vice President at the World Bank, 
responsible for a private sector and infrastructure portfolio of 
investments, and was part of the senior management of the 
International Finance Corporation. She earned degrees from the 
University of Massachusetts and the London School of Economics, and 
holds a PhD in Economics from Oxford University. She has taught at the 
Wharton Business School and Georgetown University, and has published 
widely. 

 

SINGER, MIROSLAV  

Mr. Miroslav Singer has been the Governor of the Czech National Bank 
(CNB) since 2010. During 2005-2010, he was a CNB Bank Board 
Member and Vice Governor. Prior to this, he worked as a researcher 
and lecturer and held management posts in financial and advisory 
firms. He has published articles in the daily and professional press, 
contributed chapters to books and participated in specialist 
conferences. After graduating in mathematical methods in 
economics, Mr. Singer completed his postgraduate thesis at the 
University of Pittsburgh and was awarded a PhD in 1995. 

  



 

 

SMEETS, MAARTEN 

Mr. Maarten Smeets is Head of the Technical Assistance Coordination 
Section at the Institute for Training and Technical Co-operation (ITTC) 
at the WTO, responsible for coordinating technical cooperation 
programmes. He previously worked at the OECD in the Trade 
Directorate and the Netherlands’ Ministry of Economic Affairs. He is a 
visiting professor at various universities and a frequent guest speaker 
at international conferences. Mr. Smeets is a member of the Board of 
the JVI. He has published widely on international trade issues in 
leading journals and books. He holds a master’s degree from Tilburg 
University and a post-graduate degree from the Graduate Institute for 
International Studies in Geneva. He also attended the Ecole Nationale 
d’Administration in Paris. 

 

SVEJNAR, JAN 

Mr. Jan Svejnar is the Founding Director of the Center of Global 
Economic Governance and James T. Shotwell Professor of Global 
Political Economy at Columbia University. He previously taught at the 
University of Pittsburgh, the University of Michigan, and Cornell 
University, and he is also a founder and chairman of CERGE-EI in 
Prague, an American-style PhD program in economics that educates 
economists in Central and Eastern Europe and the Newly Independent 
States. Professor Svejnar is the author and editor of numerous books 
and articles, focusing on the effects of government policies on firms, 
labor markets, and capital markets; corporate and national governance 
and performance; and entrepreneurship. Mr. Svejnar holds a PhD in 
economics from Princeton University. 

 

SZAPÁRY, GYÖRGY 

Mr. György Szapáry is the Ambassador of Hungary to the United 
States. Prior to assuming this post in 2011, he was the Chief Economic 
Policy Advisor to the Hungarian Prime Minister. During 1993-2007,with 
a short break when he was Advisor to the Governor, he was Deputy 
Governor of the National Bank of Hungary. From 1966 to 1993, Mr. 
Szapáry worked at the IMF, including as the IMF’s Senior Resident 
Representative in Hungary during 1990-93. During 1965-66, he worked 
at the EU Commission in Brussels. Mr. Szapáry has also been a visiting 
professor of economics at the Central European University in Budapest 
and is the author of numerous articles in economic journals. He holds 
a PhD in economics from the University of Louvain, Belgium.  



 

 

WIESER, THOMAS  

Mr. Thomas Wieser is the President of the Euro Working Group and 
Chairman of the EFC. Prior to that, he was Director General for 
Economic Policy and Financial Markets of the Austrian Ministry of 
Finance. He worked in a variety of positions in the Ministry of Finance 
with responsibilities for economic policy, financial markets, 
international and development issues. After his studies in economics, 
Mr. Wieser joined the Institute of Advanced Studies in Vienna, working 
mainly in the field of mathematical economics. After working in the 
banking sector in Austria, he was an economist for EFTA in Geneva.  
He has held a number of international functions, for example as Chair 
of the OECD Committee on Financial Markets. 

 

WINCKLER, GEORG  

Mr. Georg Winckler is Deputy Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
ERSTE GROUP and of UNIQA. Since 1978, he has also been Professor of 
Economics at the University of Vienna, where he served as Rector 
during 1999-2011. He was President of the Austrian Rectors’ Conference 
during 2000-2005, and Vice President (2001-2005) and President (2005-
2009) of the European University Association. From 2008 until 2012, he 
was a member of the European Research Area Board, and since 2009, 
he has been a member of the PEOPLE Advisory Group at the European 
Commission in Brussels. Mr. Winckler studied economics at Princeton 
University and at the University of Vienna where he received his PhD in 
1968. 

 


