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Introduction
Pressing need from trade analysts and negotiators for more 
relevant, detailed data

UNSC has requested task force to focus on issues of data quality

Are we progressing ? How to monitor progress?

Suggested approach:

Look at core recommendations in Manual

How many countries implement these?

Quality and comparability : - are mirror data useful?

- Methodological soundness questionnaires
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New Core Recommendations

Collect Balance of  Payments (BOP) trade in services data

– i) Using Extended Balance of Payments Services Classification

– ii) By partner country

Collect Foreign Affiliates Trade in Services (FATS) statistics for 
basic variables- sales, value added, employment, exports and 
imports

– i) By activity (ICFA)

– ii) By partner country

N.B. Concept of modes of supply is fundamental but needs more 
statistical development
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Balance of Payments Services
BOP trade in services data are relatively well established following 
IMF’s 5th Manual

Significant progressive improvements in detail and comparability
since mid-nineties

Data collection by IMF/OECD/Eurostat currently being adapted 
to EBOPS classification

Partner country data published by Eurostat and (since 2002) by 
OECD

2003 OECD partner country data cover 27 countries and 75% of 
world exports
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Coverage of reported service exports (BOP) in partner 

country data and estimates based on mirror statistics

Reported data
Reported data 

supplemented with 
mirror data

World 1493.8 75.0 91.7
OECD 1165.1 93.7 97.6

NAFTA 328.5 94.7 95.9
OECD Asia and Oceania 114.2 97.1 97.4
EU total 633.2 98.4 98.4
OECD Europe other 89.2 51.8 98.4

Africa 32.1 0.0 76.8
America 370.4 84.0 99.6
Asia and Oceania 332.8 42.3 73.5
Europe 756.8 88.4 96.6
Source: OECD, IMF.

Total available exports data
 by partner country, 
%  of total exports

Exporting region

Total
exports

(billion USD)
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Reporting of exports of ‘new’ BPM5 major services 
components by IMF countries

Exports Reporting countries 
October 1997 

% 

Reporting countries 
January 2003 

% 

  
 Communications services 39 76 
 Construction services 21 48 
 Insurance services 61 83 
 Financial services 26 60 
 Computer and information services 11 47 
 Royalties and licence fees 32 53 
 Other business services 92 92 
 Personal, cultural and recreational services 14 44 

 

Source WTO/IMF
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Reporting of selected BPM5 supplementary service items

Exports   Reporting 
countries 

October 1997 
% 

Reporting 
countries 

January 2003 
% 

   
Miscellaneous business, professional and technical services 44 72 

Legal, accounting, management, consulting and public relations services 8 31 
Advertising, market research and public opinion polling services 10 25 
Research and development services 7 16 
Architectural, engineering and other technical services 8 22 
Agricultural, mining and on-site processing services 4 15 
Other services 28 49 
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Foreign Affiliates Trade in Services (FATS) 
Statistics

FATS statistics are relatively underdeveloped compared with BOP

Data collection expanding at Eurostat, OECD and UNCTAD

OECD FATS statistics database covers 5 basic variables (sales, value 
added,  employment, exports and imports)

Inward and outward FATS

By activity (not ICFA)

By partner

First OECD publication of FATS statistics 2002, based on 1998 and 1999 
surveys covers 20 countries in varying detail. 2003 survey expected to 
provide more  information on a larger number of countries.
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Current Situation of OECD Member Countries’ Development of 
EBOPS and FATS (May 2003)

 C o u n tr y  

N u m b e r  o f  
E B O P S  

c o m p o n e n ts  
r e p o r te d    

F A T S  i n w a r d  F A T S  o u tw a r d  

1  A u s tr a lia  4 8  No (but planned 2004) No (but  planned end 20 03) 
2  A u s tr i a  2 2  Y e s  Y e s  
3  B e lg iu m -L u x e m b o u r g  6 2  -  -  
 B e lg iu m  -  Y e s  Y e s  
 L u x e m b o u rg  -  Y e s  N o  

4  C a n a d a  4 5  N o  Y e s   
5  C z e c h  R e p u b l ic  7 5  Y e s  N o  
6  D e n m a rk  4  Y e s  N o  
7  F i n la n d  5 2  Y e s  Y e s  
8  F ra n c e  4 7  Y e s  Y e s  
9  G e r m a n y  5 8  Y e s  Y e s  

1 0  G re e c e  5 5  N o  Y e s  
1 1  H u n g a ry  2 0  Y e s  N o  
1 2  I c e la n d  2 6  N o  N o  
1 3  I r e l a n d  4 1  Y e s  N o  
1 4  I ta ly  6 2  Y e s  N o  
1 5  J a p a n  2 5  Y e s  Y e s  
1 6  K o re a  1 6  N o  N o  
1 7  M e x ic o  3 0  N o  N o  
1 8  N e t h e r l a n d s  4 4  Y e s  N o  
1 9  N e w  Z e a l a n d  2 9  N o  N o  
2 0  N o rw a y  5 6  Y e s  N o  
2 1  P o l a n d  6 2  Y e s  N o  
2 2  P o r t u g a l 6 8  Y e s  Y e s  
2 3  S l o v a k  R e p u b li c  3 1  N o  N o  
2 4  S p a in  5 3  N o  N o  
2 5  S w e d e n  5 8  Y e s  Y e s  
2 6  S w it z e r la n d  1 0  N o  N o  
2 7  T u rk e y  2 0  Y e s  N o  
2 8  U n i te d  K i n g d o m  4 6  Y e s  N o  
2 9  U n i te d  S t a te s  5 2  Y e s  Y e s  
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Assessing Data Quality

Given difficulty of measurement – how to assess data quality?

Partner country mirror data – in principle there should be something 
very close to symmetry (note there are a few inherent conceptual
asymmetries) 

Provide a measure of comparability

Bilateral approach

Multilateral approach

Global imbalances (total exports v total imports of a service)

Monitor these over time

Methodological soundness questionnaire (Launched by Eurostat –OECD 
2003) will look at country approaches
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Some selected examples of bilateral BOP services 
asymmetries

Total Services $bn 2001

Exporting 
country with 

partner

Exports 
(X)

Mirror 
imports 
(mM)

Asymmetry 
coefficient     

(X-mM) 
/((X+mM)/2)

$bn $bn
EU to Japan 15.8 20.9 -0.28
EU to US 108.1 73.7 0.38
Japan to EU 13.1 10.0 0.27
Japan to US 20.6 18.6 0.10
US to EU 88.7 109.8 -0.21
US to Japan 31.3 35.4 -0.12
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EU15 reported multilateral trade

0.100130.834144.6340.151130.834152.134TOTAL

------EU15

Turkey 

Switzerland 

-0.4561.2410.78-0.3201.2410.899Slovak Republic 

Poland 

-0.3989.7876.541-0.0649.7879.179Norway 

Iceland 

0.4511.7692.80.3101.7692.417Hungary 

-0.2493.7362.909-0.3943.7362.507Czech Republic 

New Zealand 

-0.4653.2342.014-0.1613.2342.751Korea 

-0.26813.0649.9770.18713.06415.761Japan 

0.2423.0933.9430.4363.0934.816Australia 

0.21388.684109.7760.19788.684108.056United States 

Mexico 

-0.0556.2265.894-0.0806.2265.748Canada 

Asymmetry coefficient 
(m-xm)/((m+xm)/2)

Mirror
Exports

(xm)
Import

(m)
Asymmetry coefficient 

(x-mm)/((x+mm)/2)

Mirror
Import
(mm)

Export
(x)

REPORTING COUNTRY: 
EU15       $bn

2001
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Japan reported multilateral trade

0.19654.13665.8990.06836.94539.563TOTAL

0.27815.76120.8540.2689.97713.064EU-15 

Turkey 

Switzerland 

Slovak Republic 

Poland 

Norway 

Iceland 

Hungary 

Czech Republic 

New Zealand 

0.2454.2025.374-0.6266.1363.212Korea 

------Japan 

0.3561.7492.5070.1180.9161.031Australia 

0.12431.29435.4140.10018.61820.587United States 

Mexico 

0.4311.131.750.2501.2981.669Canada 

Asymmetry coefficient     
(m-xm)/((m+xm)/2)

Mirror
Exports

(xm)
Imports

(m)
Asymmetry coefficient   

(x-m)/((x+mm)/2)

Mirror
Imports

(mm)Exports (x)
REPORTING COUNTRY: 
Japan                $bn

2001
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US reported multilateral trade

-0.287152.713114.409-0.154174.212149.335Total

-0.378108.05673.72-0.213109.77688.684EU-15 

Turkey 

Switzerland 

Slovak Republic 

Poland 

Norway 

Iceland 

Hungary 

Czech Republic 

New Zealand 

Korea

-0.10020.58718.618-0.12435.41431.294Japan 

0.3952.4393.640.4513.1034.909Australia

------United States 

Mexico

-0.16021.63118.431-0.05825.91924.448Canada 

Asymmetry coefficient     
(m-xm)/((m+xm)/2)

Mirror
Exports

(xm)
Imports

(m)
Asymmetry coefficient    

(x-mm)/((x+mm)/2)

Mirror
Imports

(mm)Exports (x)
REPORTING COUNTRY:
United States       $ bn

2001

IMF 0304 NOV2003 15

Methodological Soundness Questionnaire

OECD-Eurostat joint initiative sent out in June 
2003
Replies were expected by end October
Results will be discussed with the experts first 
before being made available.
A system to respond to questions about what is 
included in different types of services - Does it 
exist?
Do we need a hot line and how should it work ?
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What next?
More guidance on compilation
More focus on developing countries
Widen coordinated international collection of BOP/ FATS/Partner 
Country Data UN/IMF/OECD/UNCTAD
More focus on modes of supply

Put BOP trade  and FATS sales statistics in same picture, even though some 
analytical problems
More indicators of Mode 4 (very important for certain countries)

Data quality monitoring and feedback
Feed into BPM5 Revision process
Implement National Account request on Software
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Conclusions and Questions.

On the criteria outlined above significant progress is being made

Much progress (but not all) concentrated so far in OECD 
countries BOP Services, FATS and Partner Country Data

Is the approach outlined on data quality appropriate ?

Do we need to monitor any other aspect of country reporting ?

How can we advance developing countries participation including 
on mode 4 ?

Any other comments ?


