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A. Access Policy—Guidelines on Access 
Limits—Review 

1. Pursuant to Decision No. 10181-(92/132),1 adopted
November 3, 1992, and Decision No. 10819-(94/95),2
adopted October 24, 1994, the Fund has reviewed the
guidelines and the limits for access by members to the
Fund’s General Resources Account under the credit 
tranches and the Extended Fund Facility, and the decision 
to increase the annual limit to 100 percent of quota 
during a period of three years from October 24, 1994, 
and decides that they remain appropriate in the present
circumstances.

2. The next of the annual reviews prescribed by Decision
No. 10181-(92/132), adopted November 3, 1992, and by
Decision No. 10819-(94/95), adopted October 24, 1994,
shall be completed by October 31, 1997.

Decision No. 11374-(96/102)
November 13, 1996

B. Operational Budget—Review of Guidelines
for Allocation of Currencies

1. Pursuant to Decision No. 10904-(95/13),3 adopted
February 6, 1995, the Fund has reviewed the guidelines 
for the use of currencies under the Fund’s operational 
budget approved by Decision No. 10279-(93/19),4
adopted February 10, 1993, and decides that the floor
referred to in paragraph (a) of the guidelines, below which
the Fund’s holdings of a member’s currency in terms of 
quota shall not be reduced as a result of transfer allocations,
will be one-half of the average level, expressed as a percent 
of quota.

2. The guidelines will be reviewed as may be required 
by developments in the Fund’s liquidity and in any case not
later than December 31, 1998 or at the time the Eleventh
General Review of Quotas becomes effective, whichever is
earlier.

Decision No. 11386-(96/107)
December 2, 1996

C. Fund’s Income Position
(a) Net Income Target and Rate of Charge on Use
of Fund Resources for FY 1998

1. The target amount of net income for financial year
1998 shall be 5 percent of the Fund’s reserves at the begin-
ning of the financial year.

2. Effective May 1, 1997, the proportion of the rate of
charge referred to in Rule I-6(4) to the SDR interest rate
under Rule T-1 shall be 109.66 percent.

3. Any net income for financial year 1998 in excess of the
target amount of net income of 5 percent of the Fund’s
reserves at the beginning of that financial year shall be used to
reduce retroactively the proportion of the rate of charge to
the SDR interest rate for financial year 1998. If net income
for financial year 1998 is below the target amount for that
year, the net income target for financial year 1999 shall be
increased by the equivalent of that shortfall.
Decision No. 11482-(97/42)
April 21, 1997

(b) Disposition of Net Income for FY 1997
The Fund’s net income for financial year 1997, up to SDR
93,793,653, shall be placed to the Special Reserve after the
end of the financial year.
Decision No. 11483-(97/42)
April 21, 1997

D. Enhanced Structural Adjustment 
Facility (ESAF)
(a) ESAF Trust—Reserve Account—Review
Pursuant to Decision No. 10286-(93/23) ESAF,5 the Fund
has reviewed the adequacy of the Reserve Account of the
ESAF Trust, and determines that amounts held in the
account are sufficient to meet all obligations that could give
rise to a payment from the Reserve Account to lenders to the
Loan Account of the ESAF Trust in the six months from 
July 1 to December 31, 1996.
Decision No. 11296-(96/62) ESAF
June 28, 1996

Pursuant to Decision No. 10286-(93/23) ESAF, the
Fund has reviewed the adequacy of the Reserve Account of
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the ESAF Trust, and determines that amounts held in the
account are sufficient to meet all obligations that could give
rise to a payment from the Reserve Account to lenders to the
Loan Account of the ESAF Trust in the six months from Jan-
uary 1 to June 30, 1997.

Decision No. 11409-(97/1) ESAF
December 31, 1996

(b) ESAF Trust—Expansion of Eligibility
The list annexed to Decision No. 8240-(86/56) SAF,6 as
amended, shall be further amended by adding Bosnia and
Herzegovina for purposes of eligibility under Section II, para-
graph 1(a) of the ESAF Trust Instrument.

Decision No. 11325-(96/77) SAF
August 19, 1996

(c) ESAF—Extension of Commitment Period
The Instrument to Establish the Enhanced Structural Adjust-
ment Facility Trust annexed to Decision No. 8759-(87/176)
ESAF,7 as amended, shall be further amended as follows: in
Section II, paragraph 1, subparagraph (d), 2000 shall be sub-
stituted for 1996, to read as follows: (d) Commitments under
three-year arrangements may be made during the period from
January 1, 1988 to December 31, 2000.

Decision No. 11395-(96/110) ESAF
December 9, 1996

(d) ESAF—Modalities for Special ESAF
Operations in Context of Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) Initiative—Transfer of
Resources from Reserve Account of the ESAF Trust
and Retransfer to Special Disbursement Account
for Use in Special ESAF Operations
In the Instrument to Establish the Enhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility Trust, annexed to Decision No. 8759-
(87/176) ESAF, adopted December 18, 1987, as amended,
Section V, paragraph 5 shall be amended to add the following
new subparagraph (b) and to redesignate the existing sub-
paragraph (b) as “(c)”:

(b) Notwithstanding (a) above, the equivalent of up to
SDR 180 million may be transferred from the Reserve
Account to the Special Disbursement Account to be used to
provide Trust grants or Trust loans, as defined in the Instru-
ment to Establish a Trust for Special ESAF Operations for the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries and Interim ESAF Subsidy
Operations. Transfers will be made only when and to the
extent that the Trustee of the Trust established by that Instru-
ment determines that there are no other resources immedi-
ately available for this purpose.

Decision No. 11434-(97/10) ESAF
February 4, 1997

(e) ESAF Trust—Amendment
In the Instrument to Establish the Enhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility Trust, annexed to Decision No. 8759-
(87/176) ESAF, adopted December 18, 1987, as amended,

the last sentence of Section II, paragraph 1(b) shall be
amended as follows:

After the expiration of the original three-year commitment
period for an eligible member, the Trustee may approve addi-
tional three-year commitments for that member in accordance
with this Instrument.

Decision No. 11435-(97/10) ESAF
February 4, 1997

(f) A Trust for Special ESAF Operations for
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries and Interim
ESAF Subsidy Operations—Establishment

1. The Fund adopts the Instrument to Establish a Trust
for Special ESAF Operations for the Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries and Interim ESAF Subsidy Operations, which is
annexed to this decision.

2. The Fund shall conduct semiannual reviews of the
financing of the Trust for Special ESAF Operations for the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries and Interim ESAF Subsidy
Operations.

Decision No. 11436-(97/10) ESAF
February 4, 1997

Annex: Instrument to Establish a Trust 
for Special ESAF Operations for the 

Heavily Indebted Poor Countries and 
Interim ESAF Subsidy Operations

Introductory Section
To help fulfill its purposes, and in furtherance of the purposes
of the Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility (“ESAF”)
Trust as described in the Instrument to Establish the
Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility Trust adopted by
Decision No. 8759-(87/176) ESAF, December 18, 1987, as
amended (“the 1987 ESAF Instrument”), the International
Monetary Fund (“the Fund”) has adopted this Instrument to
Establish a Trust for Special ESAF Operations for the Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries and for Interim ESAF Subsidy
Operations (“the Trust”), which shall be administered by the
Fund as Trustee (“the Trustee”). The Trust shall be governed
by and administered in accordance with the provisions of this
Instrument.

Section I. General Provisions
Paragraph 1. Definitions
Wherever used in this Instrument, unless the context other-
wise requires:

ii(i) “Initiative” means the program of action endorsed by
the Fund, the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and the International Development Association
(hereinafter jointly referred to as “the Bank”) in September
1996 for reducing the external debt burden of heavily
indebted poor countries to a sustainable level by their respec-
tive completion points;

i(ii) “DSA” means a debt sustainability analysis jointly
prepared by the staffs of the Fund and the Bank and the con-
cerned member to provide the basis for determining the
member’s qualification for assistance under the Initiative;

(iii) “decision point” means the time when the Trustee
decides whether a member qualifies for assistance under the
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Initiative, that is, normally at the end of the initial three-year
performance period;

(iv) “completion point” means the time when a final
decision will be taken by the Trustee to approve assistance to
a qualifying member, that is, normally at the end of the sec-
ond three-year performance period;

i(v) “debt sustainability” means the achievement of 
sustainable levels of external debt at the completion point
defined on a case-by-case basis within the range of 200–
250 percent for the present value of debt-to-exports ratio
and 20–25 percent for the debt-service-to-exports ratio, 
with the specific targets determined in light of country-
specific vulnerability factors, such as the concentration and
variability of exports and with particular attention to fiscal
indicators of the burden of debt service. A target range will
be specified of plus or minus 10 percentage points around
the agreed target for the present value of debt-to-exports
ratio;

ii(vi) “borderline case” means the case of a member that
faces an external debt burden above or in the upper end of
the thresholds for debt sustainability at the decision point,
and where there is a reasonable degree of uncertainty about
whether traditional debt relief mechanisms would achieve
debt sustainability by the completion point;

i(vii) “traditional debt relief mechanisms” means the
application of Naples terms by Paris Club creditors, 
including the assumption of a stock-of-debt operation,
involving a 67 percent present value reduction of the eligible
debt of a member at the decision point, and at least compara-
ble treatment by other official bilateral and commercial 
creditors;

(viii) “interim ESAF subsidy operations” means opera-
tions to subsidize the interest rate on interim ESAF financing
to be made following full commitment under ESAF arrange-
ments of resources available under borrowing agreements for
the current phase of ESAF operations which is expected by
about December 31, 2000; interim ESAF operations are
expected to take place during the period 2000/01–2004; and

ii(ix) “self-sustained ESAF operations” means ESAF-type
operations financed on a revolving basis from Special Dis-
bursement Account (SDA) resources through the retransfer
of resources from the ESAF Trust Reserve Account, when
they are no longer needed to cover the total liabilities of the
1987 ESAF Trust to lenders.

Paragraph 2. Purposes
The Trust shall assist in fulfilling the purposes of the Fund by
providing balance of payments assistance to low-income
developing members by:

(a) making grants (“Trust grants”) and/or loans (“Trust
loans”) to eligible members that qualify for assistance under
the terms of this Instrument for purposes of the Initiative; and

(b) subsidizing the interest rate on interim ESAF opera-
tions to ESAF-eligible members.

Paragraph 3. Trust Account and resources
The operations and transactions of the Trust shall be con-
ducted through an account (“the Account”). Within the
Account, the Trustee may establish such sub-accounts as it
deems necessary for the administration of the resources in the
Account.

The resources held in the Account shall consist of:
(a) grant contributions made to the Trust for the pur-

poses of paragraph 2;
(b) loans, deposits, and other types of investments made

by contributors with the Trust to generate income to be used
for the purposes of paragraph 2;

(c) transfers from the Special Disbursement Account for
the purposes of paragraph 2; and

(d) net earnings from investment of resources held in the
Account.

Paragraph 4. Unit of account
The SDR shall be the unit of account for commitments and
all other operations and transactions of the Trust, provided
that commitments for contributions may also be made in
currency.

Paragraph 5. Media of payment of contributions 
and exchange of resources

(a) Resources provided to the Trust may be received in
any currency.

(b) Payments by the Trust shall be made in U.S. dollars
or such other media as may be agreed between the Trustee
and the payee.

(c) Contributions to the Trust may also be made in or
exchanged for SDRs in accordance with such arrangements
as may be made by the Trust for the holding and use of
SDRs.

(d) The Trustee may exchange any of the resources of the
Trust, provided that any balance of a currency held in the
Trust may be exchanged only with the consent of the issuer
of such currency.

Section II. Contributions to the Trust
The Trustee may accept contributions of resources for the
Account on such terms and conditions as may be agreed
between the Trustee and the respective contributors, subject
to the provisions of this Instrument.

Section III. Trust Grants and Loans
Paragraph 1. Eligibility for assistance
In order to be eligible for assistance from the Trust under
Section I, paragraph 2(a) of this Instrument, a member shall
meet the following requirements:

(a) the member is ESAF-eligible, i.e., it is included in the
list of members annexed to Decision No. 8240-(86/56) SAF,
as amended;

(b) the member was pursuing a program of adjustment
and reform by October 1, 1996, or the member shall have
adopted such a program in the two-year period beginning
October 1, 1996, supported by the Fund through ESAF or
Extended Arrangements, or, on a case-by-case basis as deter-
mined by the Trustee, a Stand-By Arrangement, a decision
on rights accumulation, or financial support under the
Fund’s emergency assistance policy in post-conflict coun-
tries; and

(c) in support of the member’s adjustment and reform
program, the member shall have received or is eligible to
receive assistance to the full extent available under traditional
debt relief mechanisms.
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Paragraph 2. Qualification for assistance
The Trustee shall determine whether an eligible member
qualifies for assistance under the Initiative in accordance with
the criteria set out below:

(a) As projected at the decision point, the DSA shall indi-
cate that the member’s external debt situation at the comple-
tion point, even after the full application of traditional debt
relief mechanisms, would not be sustainable or that the mem-
ber is a “borderline case.”

(b) The member has not agreed on an exit operation with
Paris Club creditors on Naples terms after the adoption of
this decision.

(c) The member has established a track record of strong
policy performance under Fund-supported programs, cover-
ing macroeconomic policies and structural and social policy
reforms. This requirement shall normally be satisfied by an
initial three-year performance period leading up to the deci-
sion point, followed by a second three-year performance
period leading up to the completion point. In the case of the
first three-year period, such programs shall be programs sup-
ported by ESAF or Extended Arrangements, or, on a case-by-
case basis as determined by the Trustee, Structural
Adjustment Facility (SAF) arrangements, Stand-By Arrange-
ments, or decisions on rights accumulations. In the case of
the second three-year period, such programs shall be pro-
grams supported by ESAF or Extended Arrangements. It is
expected that the member shall have a track record of six
years or more of strong and sustainable policy performance
when the completion point is reached. The required period
shall be evaluated flexibly by the Trustee. Members could
receive credit toward the decision point for programs that
were under way prior to the adoption of the Initiative. A rea-
sonable shortening of the second stage of three years up to
the completion point could be considered—on an exceptional
basis—for members that have already sustained records of
strong performance.

(d) All other creditors (holding debt claims above a de
minimis amount) of the member shall have agreed to take
action under the Initiative.

Paragraph 3. Amount of assistance
(a) At the decision point, and in consultation with the

Bank, the eligible member and its other creditors, the Trustee
shall make a preliminary determination of the amount of
resources that could be made available from the Trust to
achieve a reduction in the present value of debt owed to the
Fund by the member. The amount to be committed shall be
confirmed by the Trustee in the context of satisfactory assur-
ances regarding the exceptional assistance to be provided
under the Initiative by the member’s other creditors.

(b) At the decision point, based on the external debt sus-
tainability targets established for the member for the comple-
tion point, the Trustee shall commit the amount to be
provided from the Trust at the completion point to a member
to permit a reduction in the present value of debt owed by it
to the Fund. The specific amount of assistance to be commit-
ted by the Trustee will be based on (i) the Fund’s share in the
present value of the multilateral debt of the member at the
decision point; and (ii) the assistance to be provided by multi-
lateral creditors, in terms of a reduction in the present value of
the debt owed to them by the member sufficient to achieve

the debt sustainability targets, taking into account the excep-
tional assistance to be provided by Paris Club creditors and at
least comparable action by other official bilateral and commer-
cial creditors under the Initiative. In the “borderline case,” the
Trustee may defer its commitment until the completion point.

(c) At the completion point, with due regard to the com-
mitment made at the decision point, the Trustee: (i) will con-
sider, on the basis of the updated DSA, an increase in the
amount of assistance committed to the member at the deci-
sion point, if it is determined that the present value of debt-
to-exports ratio is above the upper end of the agreed
country-specific sustainability target range established at the
decision point, and that this is due primarily to exogenous
and not purely temporary factors; or (ii) may consider, in the
event of an extraordinary improvement in a member’s eco-
nomic circumstances as reflected in the updated DSA, a
reduction in the amount of assistance committed to the
member at the decision point, if it is determined that the pres-
ent value of debt-to-exports ratio is below the lower end of
the agreed country-specific sustainability target range estab-
lished at the decision point, and that this is due primarily to
exogenous and not purely temporary factors. Any such
increase or reduction in the amount of assistance would be
consistent with achieving the country-specific sustainability
target range agreed at the decision point.

(d) At the completion point, the Trustee shall confirm
that it would disburse the amount committed to the member
at the decision point, subject to any adjustment under (c)
above; or, for a “borderline case,” the Trustee shall commit
and confirm that it would disburse the amount of assistance
in accordance with (b) above.

(e) Final approval of the disbursement shall be given in
the context of satisfactory assurances regarding the excep-
tional assistance to be provided under the Initiative by the
member’s other creditors.

Paragraph 4. Terms of assistance

(a) The assistance to be provided by the Trust to a qualify-
ing member shall be either through a Trust grant or a Trust
loan, or both. The choice of a Trust grant, a Trust loan, or a
combination thereof, shall be made by the Trustee on a case-
by-case basis, taking into account the objective of bringing the
debt-service-to-exports ratio (after assistance under the Initia-
tive from the Fund and other creditors) to the debt sustain-
ability target agreed for the member at the decision point. The
maturity of a Trust loan shall be determined by the Trustee on
a case-by-case basis, subject to paragraph 4(c) below, taking
into account the need to smooth the time profile of the mem-
ber’s total external debt service and its debt service to the
Fund (after assistance under the Initiative from the Fund and
other creditors). The schedule for using the proceeds of the
Trust grant or the Trust loan by the member shall be agreed
by the Trustee and the member taking into account the same
criteria for deciding among a Trust grant, a Trust loan, or a
combination thereof and the maturity of such loan.

(b) Trust grants and Trust loans (including any income
from investment of their proceeds) shall be used to meet the
member’s debt-service payments on its existing debt to the
Fund as they fall due in accordance with the schedule for
using the proceeds of such grants and loans as determined
under the provisions of (a) above.
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(c) Trust loans shall be provided to members interest-free
and shall have a maturity of no less than ten (10) years and up
to twenty (20) years, including a grace period of no less than
five-and-a-half (5!/2) years and up to ten-and-a-half (10!/2)
years. The Trustee may not reschedule the repayment of
Trust loans.

Paragraph 5. Disbursements
(a) Any disbursement of Trust grants and Trust loans

shall be subject to the availability of resources to the Trust.
(b) Following final approval of a Trust grant or Trust

loan (or both) at the completion point, the proceeds of such
grant or loan (or both) shall be paid in a single disbursement
into a separate account for the benefit of the member and
administered by the Trustee. The Trustee shall use these pro-
ceeds (including any income from investments of such pro-
ceeds) in accordance with paragraph 4(b) above. The terms
and conditions for the operation of such account shall be
determined by the Trustee.

Paragraph 6. Modifications
Any modification of these provisions will affect only Trust
grants or Trust loans made after the effective date of the
modification, provided that any modification of the interest
rate shall apply to interest accruing after the effective date of
the modification.

Section IV. Administration of the Trust
Paragraph 1. Trustee

(a) The Trust shall be administered by the Fund as
Trustee. Decisions and other actions taken by the Fund as
Trustee shall be identified as taken in that capacity.

(b) Subject to the provisions of this Instrument, the Fund
in administering the Trust shall apply the same rules as apply to
the operation of the General Resources Account of the Fund.

(c) The Trustee, acting through its Managing Director, is
authorized:

(i) to make all arrangements, including establishment of
accounts in the name of the International Monetary Fund,
which shall be accounts of the Fund as Trustee, with such
depositories of the Fund as the Trustee deems necessary; and

(ii) to take all other administrative measures that the
Trustee deems necessary to implement the provisions of this
Instrument.

Paragraph 2. Separation of assets and accounts, audits 
and reports

(a) The resources of the Trust shall be kept separate from
the property and assets of all other accounts of the Fund,
including other administered accounts, and shall be used only
for the purposes of the Trust in accordance with this
Instrument.

(b) The property and assets held in the other accounts of
the Fund shall not be used to discharge liabilities or to meet
losses arising out of the administration of the Trust. The
resources of the Trust shall not be used to discharge liabilities
or to meet losses arising out of the administration of the
other accounts of the Fund.

(c) The Fund shall maintain separate financial records and
prepare separate financial statements for the Trust.

(d) The audit committee selected under Section 20 of the
Fund’s By-Laws shall audit the financial transactions and
records of the Trust. The audit shall relate to the financial
year of the Fund.

(e) The Fund shall report on the resources and operations
of the Trust in the Annual Report of the Executive Board to
the Board of Governors and shall include in the Annual
Report the report of the audit committee on the Trust.

Paragraph 3. Investment of resources
(a) Any balance held by the Trust and not immediately

needed in operations shall be invested.
(b) Investments may be made in any of the following: 

(i) marketable obligations issued by international financial
organizations and denominated in SDRs or in the currency 
of a member of the Fund; (ii) marketable obligations issued
by a member or by a national official financial institution of
a member and denominated in SDRs or in the currency of
that member; and (iii) deposits with a commercial bank, a
national official financial institution of a member, or an inter-
national financial institution that are denominated in SDRs or
in the currency of a member. Investment which does not
involve an exchange of currency shall be made only after con-
sultation with the member whose currency is to be used, or,
when an exchange of currency is involved, with the consent
of the issuers of such currencies.

Section V. Period of Operation and Liquidation
Paragraph 1. Period of operation
The Trust established by this Instrument shall remain in
effect for as long as is necessary, in the judgment of the Fund,
to conduct and to wind up the business of the Trust.

Paragraph 2. Liquidation of the Trust
If the Trustee decides to wind up the operations of the Trust,
the resources in the Account shall be used first to discharge all
the liabilities of the Trust. Any amount remaining in the
Account after the discharge of all the liabilities of the Trust
shall be used first to reimburse the SDA for transfers made in
accordance with Decision No. 11434-(97/10),8 adopted Feb-
ruary 4, 1997, and any remaining amount shall then be made
available for self-sustained ESAF operations, except that at the
request of the contributor, its pro rata share in any unused
resources contributed to finance the operations referred to in
Section I, paragraph 2(a) of this Instrument, after the comple-
tion of such operations, shall be distributed to the contributor.

Section VI. Amendment of the Instrument
The Fund may amend the provisions of the Instrument,
except that any amendment of Section I, paragraph 2, Section
IV, Section V and this Section shall require the consent of all
contributors to the Trust.

E. Periods for Consent to and Payment for
Increases in Quotas Under Ninth General
Review—Extension

1. Pursuant to paragraph 4 of the Resolution of the Board
of Governors No. 45-2, “Increases in Quotas of Members—
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Ninth General Review,” the Executive Board decides that
notices in accordance with paragraph 2 of that Resolution
must be received in the Fund before 6:00 p.m., Washington
time, on December 31, 1996.

2. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of the Board of Governors
Resolution No. 45-2, the Executive Board decides that each
member shall pay to the Fund the increase in its quota under
the Ninth Review within 1,511 days after the later of (a) the
date on which it notifies the Fund of its consent, or (b)
November 11, 1992.

Decision No. 11286-(96/59)
June 20, 1996

1. Pursuant to paragraph 4 of the Resolution of the
Board of Governors No. 45-2, Increases in Quotas of Mem-
bers—Ninth General Review, the Executive Board decides
that notices in accordance with paragraph 2 of that Resolu-
tion must be received in the Fund before 6:00 p.m., Wash-
ington time, on June 30, 1997.

2. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of the Board of Governors
Resolution No. 45-2, the Executive Board decides that each
member shall pay to the Fund the increase in its quota under
the Ninth Review within 1,692 days after the later of (a) the
date on which it notifies the Fund of its consent, or (b)
November 11, 1992.

Decision No. 11406-(96/115)
December 18, 1996

F. New Arrangements to Borrow
(a) Establishment

Preamble
In order to enable the Fund to fulfill more effectively its
role in the international monetary system, a number of
countries with the financial capacity to support the interna-
tional monetary system have agreed to make available to the
Fund resources in the form of loans up to specified amounts
when supplementary resources are needed to forestall or
cope with an impairment of the international monetary sys-
tem or to deal with an exceptional situation that poses a
threat to the stability of that system. In order to give effect
to these intentions, the following terms and conditions are
adopted under Article VII, Section 1 of the Articles of
Agreement.

Paragraph 1. Definitions
(a) As used in this decision the term:

(i) “amount of a credit arrangement” means the maxi-
mum amount expressed in special drawing rights that a partic-
ipant undertakes to lend to the Fund under a credit
arrangement;

(ii) “Articles” means the Articles of Agreement of the
Fund;

(iii) “available commitment” means a participant’s credit
arrangement less any committed or drawn balances;

(iv) “borrowed currency” or “currency borrowed” means
currency transferred to the Fund’s account under a credit
arrangement;

(v) “call” means a notice by the Fund to a participant to
make a transfer under its credit arrangement to the Fund’s
account;

(vi) “credit arrangement” means an undertaking to lend
to the Fund on the terms and conditions of this decision;

(vii) “currency actually convertible” means currency
included in the Fund’s quarterly operational budget for trans-
fers;

(viii) “drawer” means a member that purchases borrowed
currency from the Fund in an exchange transaction, including
an exchange transaction under a stand-by or extended
arrangement;

(ix) “indebtedness” of the Fund means the amount it is
committed to repay under a credit arrangement;

(x) “member” means a member of the Fund;
(xi) “participant” means a participating member or a par-

ticipating institution;
(xii) “participating institution” means an official institu-

tion of a member that has entered into a credit arrangement
with the Fund with the consent of the member, or an official
institution of a nonmember that has entered into a credit
arrangement with the Fund;

(xiii) “participating member” means a member that has
entered into a credit arrangement with the Fund.

(b) For the purposes of this decision, the Hong Kong
Monetary Authority (HKMA) shall be regarded as an official
institution of the member whose territories include Hong
Kong, provided that:

(i) loans by the HKMA and payments by the Fund to the
HKMA under this decision shall be made in principle in the
currency of the United States of America, unless the currency
of another member is agreed between the Fund and the
HKMA;

(ii) the participation of the HKMA shall not give rise to
the application of paragraph 6 A to the member whose terri-
tories include Hong Kong; and

(iii) the references to the balance of payments and reserve
position in paragraphs 7 A(c), 7 B(b) and 11(e) shall be
understood to refer to the balance of payments and reserve
position of Hong Kong.

Paragraph 2. Credit Arrangements

(a) A member or institution that adheres to this decision
undertakes to make loans to the Fund on the terms and con-
ditions of this decision up to the amount in special drawing
rights set forth in the Annex to this decision or established in
accordance with paragraph 3(b).

(b) Unless otherwise agreed with the Fund, loans under
this decision shall be made in the currency of the participant.
If the participant is an institution of a nonmember, the Fund
and the participant shall agree on which member’s currency
or members’ currencies shall be used for the loans. Agree-
ments under this paragraph shall be subject to the concur-
rence of any member whose currency shall be used in the
loans.

Paragraph 3. Adherence

(a) Any member or institution specified in the Annex may
adhere to this decision in accordance with paragraph 3(c).

(b) Any member or institution not specified in the
Annex, including an institution of a nonmember, may apply
to become a participant at the time of renewal of this deci-
sion in accordance with paragraph 19. Any such member or
institution that wishes to become a participant shall, after
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consultation with the Fund, give notice of its willingness to
adhere to this decision, and, if the Fund and participants
representing 80 percent of total credit arrangements under
the renewed decision shall so agree, the member or institu-
tion may adhere in accordance with paragraph 3(c). When
giving notice of its willingness to adhere under this para-
graph 3(b), a member or institution shall specify the
amount, expressed in special drawing rights, of the credit
arrangement which it is willing to enter into, provided that
the amount shall not be less than the credit arrangement of
the participant with the smallest credit arrangement. The
admission of a new participant shall lead to a proportional
reduction in the credit arrangements of all existing partici-
pants whose credit arrangements are above that of the par-
ticipant with the smallest credit arrangement: such
proportional reduction in the credit arrangements of partici-
pants shall be in an aggregate amount equal to the amount
of the new participant’s credit arrangement less any increase
in total credit arrangements decided in accordance with
paragraph 5(a), provided that no participant’s credit
arrangement shall be reduced below the minimum amount
set out in the Annex.

(c) A member or institution shall adhere to this decision
by depositing with the Fund an instrument setting forth that
it has adhered in accordance with its law and has taken all
steps necessary to enable it to carry out the terms and condi-
tions of this decision. On the deposit of the instrument the
member or institution shall be a participant as of the date of
the deposit or of the effective date of this decision, whichever
is later.

Paragraph 4. Entry into Force
This decision shall become effective when it has been adhered
to by members or institutions included in the Annex with
credit arrangements amounting to not less than SDR 28.9
billion, including the five members or institutions with the
largest credit arrangements specified in the Annex.

Paragraph 5. Changes in Amounts of Credit Arrangements
(a) When a member or institution is authorized under

paragraph 3(b) to adhere to this decision, the total amount of
credit arrangements may be increased by the Fund with the
agreement of participants representing 85 percent of total
credit arrangements; the increase shall not exceed the amount
of the new participant’s credit arrangement.

(b) The amounts of participants’ individual credit
arrangements may be reviewed from time to time in the light
of developing circumstances and changed with the agreement
of the Fund and of participants representing 85 percent of
total credit arrangements, including each participant whose
credit arrangement is changed. This provision may be
amended only with the consent of all participants.

Paragraph 6. Initiation of Procedure
A. Participants
When a participating member or a member whose institution
is a participant approaches the Fund on an exchange transac-
tion or a stand-by or extended arrangement and the Manag-
ing Director, after consultation, considers that the exchange
transaction or stand-by or extended arrangement is necessary
in order to forestall or cope with an impairment of the inter-

national monetary system, and that the Fund’s resources
need to be supplemented for this purpose, the Managing
Director may initiate the procedure set out in paragraph 7A.

B. Nonparticipants
The Managing Director may initiate the procedure set out
in paragraph 7A for exchange transactions requested by
members that are not participants if (a), the exchange trans-
actions are (i) transactions in the upper credit tranches, (ii)
transactions under Stand-By Arrangements extending
beyond the first credit tranche, (iii) transactions under
Extended Arrangements, or (iv) transactions in the first
credit tranche in conjunction with a Stand-By Arrangement
or an Extended Arrangement, and (b), after consultation,
the Managing Director considers that the Fund’s resources
need to be supplemented to meet actual and expected
requests for financing that reflect the existence of an excep-
tional situation associated with balance of payments prob-
lems of members of a character or aggregate size that could
threaten the stability of the international monetary system.
In making proposals for calls pursuant to paragraph 6B, the
Managing Director shall pay due regard to potential calls
pursuant to paragraph 6A.

Paragraph 7. Proposals and Calls
A. Proposals

(a) The Managing Director shall make a proposal for calls
under this decision only after consultation with Executive
Directors and participants.

(b) In making a proposal for resources to be lent to the
Fund, the Managing Director shall identify the prospective
drawer, the amount, and the period during which the
resources requested in the proposal may be called.

(c) If a participant determines that it will not be able to
meet calls under a proposal because of its present and
prospective balance of payments and reserve position, which
would normally be reflected in the member’s exclusion from
the list of countries that are included in the Fund’s quarterly
operational budget for transfers of their currencies, it shall so
notify the Fund and the other participants. If the participant
is an institution of a nonmember, the participant shall consult
with the Fund on that nonmember’s balance of payments and
reserve position before making a determination under this
provision. A participant shall exercise restraint and shall take
into account the views of the Fund and other participants in
making such a determination.

(d) Unless otherwise specified under paragraph 7A(e), a
proposal shall be for calls proportional to the amount of each
participant’s credit arrangement.

(e) The Managing Director may make a proposal for
calls that are not proportional to the amount of each 
participant’s credit arrangement under the following 
circumstances: 

(i) If proportional calls sufficient to provide the total
amount sought from participants to finance the proposed
exchange transactions cannot be made because at least one
participant’s available commitment is insufficient to meet 
such a proportional call, the Managing Director may ask 
every participant whose available commitment would have
been sufficient to meet fully such a proportional call to pro-
vide the amount under such a proportional call; provided
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that, if the Managing Director asks every such participant 
to provide such amount, the Managing Director shall also 
ask every participant whose available commitment would 
have been insufficient to meet such a proportional call to 
provide an amount to the extent of its available commitment.
If necessary, the Managing Director may also ask for an
amount in addition to that provided under the prior 
sentence from a participant whose available commitment
exceeds the amount it would provide under such a propor-
tional call.

(ii) If proportional calls sufficient to provide the total
amount sought from participants to finance the proposed
exchange transactions cannot be made because at least one
participant lacks sufficient amounts of the type of currency 
or currencies needed for the proposed exchange transactions,
the Managing Director may ask every participant that is in a
position to provide the currency or currencies needed to 
provide the amount under such a proportional call, up 
to the amount of its available commitment or the amount 
that it is in a position to provide, whichever is less. If neces-
sary, the Managing Director may also ask a participant 
whose available commitment exceeds the resources it 
would provide under such a proportional call and that 
remains in a position to provide the type of currency or cur-
rencies needed to provide an amount of the currency or cur-
rencies needed in addition to that provided under the prior
sentence.

(f) The concurrence of every participant that would
undertake to provide proportionately more resources than at
least one other participant shall be required before the pro-
posal can be accepted under Paragraph 7A(g).

(g) If there is not unanimity among the participants, the
question whether the participants are prepared to facilitate, by
making loans to the Fund, the exchange transactions or
Stand-By or Extended Arrangement specified in the proposal
will be decided by a poll of the participants. A favorable deci-
sion shall require an 80 percent majority of total credit
arrangements of participants eligible to vote. The decision
shall be notified to the Fund.

(h) Neither the prospective drawer nor its participating
institution nor participants that have notified that they will
not meet calls under a proposal shall be eligible to vote on
the proposal.

(i) A proposal shall become effective only if it is accepted
by participants pursuant to paragraph 7A(g) and is then
approved by the Executive Board.

(j) After a proposal has been accepted, commitments and
drawings shall not be affected by a subsequent change in the
amounts of the credit arrangements.

B. Calls
(a) Unless otherwise provided in a proposal for future

calls approved under paragraph 7A, each call shall be made in
proportion to the amounts in the proposal.

(b) Except with the participant’s consent, calls may not
be made on a participant, on which calls could otherwise be
made pursuant to this paragraph, when, based on its present
and prospective balance of payments and reserve position, the
member is not included and is not being proposed by the
Managing Director to be included in the list of countries in
the quarterly operational budget for transfers of its currency.
If the participant is an institution of a nonmember, its ability

to meet calls under this decision shall be determined by the
Fund, after consultation with the participant, on the basis of
that nonmember’s present and prospective balance of pay-
ments and reserve position. In the event that a call is not
made on a participant, the Managing Director may propose
to the other participants that substitute amounts be made
available under their credit arrangements, and this proposal
shall be subject to the procedure of paragraph 7A.

(c) When the Fund makes a call pursuant to this para-
graph, the participant shall promptly make the transfer in
accordance with the call.

Paragraph 8. Evidence of Indebtedness
(a) The Fund shall issue to a participant, on its request,

nonnegotiable instruments evidencing the Fund’s indebted-
ness to the participant. The form of the instruments shall be
agreed between the Fund and the participant.

(b) Upon repayment of the amount of any instrument
issued under paragraph 8(a) and all accrued interest, the
instrument shall be returned to the Fund for cancellation. If
less than the amount of any such instrument is repaid, the
instrument shall be returned to the Fund and a new instru-
ment for the remainder of the amount shall be substituted
with the same maturity date as in the old instrument.

Paragraph 9. Interest
(a) The Fund shall pay interest on its indebtedness under

this decision at a rate equal to the combined market interest
rate computed by the Fund from time to time for the purpose
of determining the rate at which it pays interest on holdings
of special drawing rights or any such higher rate as may be
agreed between the Fund and participants representing 80
percent of the total credit arrangements.

(b) A change in the method of calculating the combined
market interest rate shall apply to the Fund’s indebtedness
under this decision only if the Fund and participants repre-
senting 80 percent of the total credit arrangements so agree;
provided that, if a participant so requests at the time this
agreement is reached, the change shall not apply to the
Fund’s indebtedness to that participant outstanding at the
date the change becomes effective.

(c) Interest shall accrue daily and shall be paid as soon as
possible after each July 31, October 31, January 31, and
April 30.

(d) Interest due to a participant shall be paid, as deter-
mined by the Fund in consultation with the participant, in
special drawing rights, in the participant’s currency, in the
currency borrowed, or in other currencies that are actually
convertible.

Paragraph 10. Use of Borrowed Currency
The Fund’s policies and practices under Article V, Sections 3
and 7 on the use of its general resources and 
Stand-By Arrangements and Extended Arrangements, 
including those relating to the period of use, shall apply 
to purchases of currency borrowed by the Fund. Nothing 
in this decision shall affect the authority of the Fund with
respect to requests for the use of its resources by individual
members, and access to these resources by members shall 
be determined by the Fund’s policies and practices, and 
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shall not depend on whether the Fund can borrow under 
this decision.

Paragraph 11. Repayment by the Fund
(a) Subject to the other provisions of this paragraph 11,

the Fund, five years after a transfer by a participant, shall
repay the participant an amount equivalent to the transfer cal-
culated in accordance with paragraph 12. If the drawer for
whose purchase participants make transfers is committed to
repurchase at a fixed date earlier than five years after its pur-
chase, the Fund shall repay the participants at that date.
Repayment under this paragraph 11(a) or under paragraph
11(c) shall be, as determined by the Fund, in the currency
borrowed whenever feasible, in the currency of the partici-
pant, in special drawing rights in an amount that does not
increase the participant’s holdings of special drawing rights
above the limit under Article XIX, Section 4, of the Articles
of Agreement unless the participant agrees to accept special
drawing rights above that limit in such repayment, or, after
consultation with the participant, in other currencies that are
actually convertible. Repayments to a participant under para-
graph 11(b) and 11(e) shall be credited against transfers by
the participant for a drawer’s purchases in the order in which
repayment must be made under this paragraph 11(a).

(b) Before the date prescribed in paragraph 11(a), the
Fund, after consultation with the participants, may make
repayment in part or in full to one or several participants. The
Fund shall have the option to make repayment under this
paragraph 11(b) in the participant’s currency, in the currency
borrowed, in special drawing rights in an amount that does
not increase the participant’s holdings of special drawing
rights above the limit under Article XIX, Section 4, of the
Articles of Agreement unless the participant agrees to accept
special drawing rights above that limit in such repayment, or,
with the agreement of the participant, in other currencies that
are actually convertible.

(c) Whenever a reduction in the Fund’s holdings of a
drawer’s currency is attributed to a purchase of currency bor-
rowed under this decision, the Fund shall promptly repay an
equivalent amount. If the Fund is indebted to a participant as
a result of transfers to finance a reserve tranche purchase by a
drawer and the Fund’s holdings of the drawer’s currency that
are not subject to repurchase are reduced as a result of net
sales of that currency during a quarterly period covered by an
operational budget, the Fund shall repay at the beginning of
the next quarterly period an amount equivalent to that reduc-
tion, up to the amount of the indebtedness to the participant.

(d) Repayment under paragraph 11(c) shall be made in
proportion to the Fund’s indebtedness to the participants
that made transfers in respect of which repayment is being
made.

(e) Before the date prescribed in paragraph 11(a), a par-
ticipant may give notice representing that there is a balance of
payments need for repayment of part or all of the Fund’s
indebtedness and requesting such repayment. If a reversal of
its loan may lead to further loans to the Fund by other partic-
ipants, the participant seeking such reversal shall consult with
the Managing Director and with the other participants before
giving notice. The Fund shall give the overwhelming benefit
of any doubt to the participant’s representation. Repayment
shall be made after consultation with the participant in the

currencies of other members that are actually convertible, or
in special drawing rights, as determined by the Fund. If the
Fund’s holdings of currencies in which repayment should be
made are not wholly adequate, individual participants may be
requested to provide the necessary balance under their credit
arrangements subject to the limit of their available commit-
ments. For all of the purposes of this paragraph 11, transfers
under this paragraph 11(e) shall be deemed to have been
made at the same time and for the same purchases as the
transfers by the participant obtaining repayment under this
paragraph 11(e).

(f) When a repayment is made to a participant, the
amount that can be called for under its credit arrangement in
accordance with this decision shall be restored pro tanto.

(g) The Fund shall be deemed to have discharged its
obligations to a participating institution to make repayment
in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph or to pay
interest in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 9 if
the Fund transfers an equivalent amount in special drawing
rights to the member in which the institution is established.

Paragraph 12. Rates of Exchange
(a) The value of any transfer shall be calculated as of the

date of the dispatch of the instructions for the transfer. The
calculation shall be made in terms of the special drawing right
in accordance with Article XIX, Section 7(a) of the Articles,
and the Fund shall be obliged to repay an equivalent value.

(b) For all of the purposes of this decision, the value of a
currency in terms of the special drawing right shall be calcu-
lated by the Fund in accordance with Rule O-2 of the Fund’s
Rules and Regulations.

Paragraph 13. Transferability
A participant may not transfer all or part of its claim to repay-
ment under a credit arrangement except with the prior con-
sent of the Fund and on such terms and conditions as the
Fund may approve.

Paragraph 14. Notices
Notice to or by a participating member under this decision
shall be in writing or by rapid means of communication and
shall be given to or by the fiscal agency of the participating
member designated in accordance with Article V, Section 1 of
the Articles and Rule G-1 of the Rules and Regulations of the
Fund. Notice to or by a participating institution shall be in
writing or by rapid means of communication and shall be
given to or by the participating institution.

Paragraph 15. Amendment
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 5(b), 15(b) and 16,

this decision may be amended during the period prescribed in
paragraph 19(a) and any subsequent renewal periods that may
be decided pursuant to paragraph 19(b) only by a decision of
the Fund and with the concurrence of participants represent-
ing 85 percent of total credit arrangements. Such concur-
rence shall not be necessary for the modification of the
decision on its renewal pursuant to paragraph 19(b).

(b) If in its view an amendment materially affects the
interest of a participant that voted against the amendment,
the participant shall have the right to withdraw its adherence
to this decision by giving notice to the Fund and the other
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participants within 90 days from the date the amendment was
adopted. This provision may be amended only with the con-
sent of all participants.

Paragraph 16. Withdrawal of Adherence
Without prejudice to paragraph 15(b), a participant may
withdraw its adherence to this decision in accordance with
paragraph 19(b) but may not withdraw within the period pre-
scribed in paragraph 19(a) except with the agreement of the
Fund and all participants. This provision may be amended
only with the consent of all participants.

Paragraph 17. Withdrawal from Membership
If a participating member or a member whose institution is a
participant withdraws from membership in the Fund, the par-
ticipant’s credit arrangement shall cease at the same time as
the withdrawal takes effect. The Fund’s indebtedness under
the credit arrangement shall be treated as an amount due
from the Fund for the purpose of Article XXVI, Section 3,
and Schedule J of the Articles.

Paragraph 18. Suspension of Exchange Transactions 
and Liquidation

(a) The right of the Fund to make calls under paragraph
7 and the obligation to make repayments under paragraph 11
shall be suspended during any suspension of exchange trans-
actions under Article XXVII of the Articles.

(b) In the event of liquidation of the Fund, credit
arrangements shall cease and the Fund’s indebtedness shall
constitute liabilities under Schedule K of the Articles. For the
purpose of paragraph 1(a) of Schedule K, the currency in
which the liability of the Fund shall be payable shall be first
the currency borrowed, then the participant’s currency and
finally the currency of the drawer for whose purchases trans-
fers were made by the participants.

Paragraph 19. Period and Renewal
(a) This decision shall continue in existence for five years

from its effective date. When considering a renewal of this
decision for the period following the five-year period referred
to in this paragraph 19(a), the Fund and the participants shall
review the functioning of this decision and shall consult on
any possible modifications.

(b) This decision may be renewed for such period or peri-
ods and with such modifications, subject to paragraphs 5(b),
15(b) and 16, as the Fund may decide. The Fund 
shall adopt a decision on renewal and modification, if any,
not later than twelve months before the end of the period
prescribed in paragraph 19(a). Any participant may advise the
Fund not less than six months before the end of the period
prescribed in paragraph 19(a) that it will withdraw
its adherence to the decision as renewed. In the absence 
of such notice, a participant shall be deemed to continue 
to adhere to the decision as renewed. Withdrawal of adher-
ence in accordance with this paragraph 19(b) by a participant,
whether or not included in the Annex, shall not preclude its
subsequent adherence in accordance with paragraph 3(b).

(c) If this decision is terminated or not renewed, para-
graphs 8 through 14, 17 and 18(b) shall nevertheless continue
to apply in connection with any indebtedness of the Fund
under credit arrangements in existence at the date of the termi-

nation or expiration of the decision until repayment is com-
pleted. If a participant withdraws its adherence to this decision
in accordance with paragraph 15(b), paragraph 16, or para-
graph 19(b), it shall cease to be a participant under the deci-
sion, but paragraphs 8 through 14, 17 and 18(b) of the
decision as of the date of the withdrawal shall nevertheless con-
tinue to apply to any indebtedness of the Fund under the for-
mer credit arrangement until repayment has been completed.

Paragraph 20. Interpretation
Any question of interpretation raised in connection with this
decision which does not fall within the purview of Article XXIX
of the Articles shall be settled to the mutual satisfaction of the
Fund, the participant raising the question, and all other partici-
pants. For the purpose of this paragraph 20 participants shall be
deemed to include those former participants to which para-
graphs 8 through 14, 17 and 18(b) continue to apply pursuant
to paragraph 19(c) to the extent that any such former partici-
pant is affected by a question of interpretation that is raised.

Paragraph 21. Relationship with the General Arrangements to
Borrow and Associated Borrowing Arrangements

(a) When considering whether to activate the New
Arrangements to Borrow or the General Arrangements to
Borrow, the Fund shall be guided by the following principles:
The New Arrangements to Borrow shall be the facility of first
and principal recourse except that:

(i) in the event of a request for a drawing on the Fund by
a participating member, or a member whose institution is a
participant, in both the General Arrangements to Borrow and
the New Arrangements to Borrow, a proposal for calls may be
made under either of the arrangements; and

(ii) in the event that a proposal for calls under the New
Arrangements to Borrow is not accepted under paragraph 7A,
a proposal for calls may be made under the General Arrange-
ments to Borrow.

(b) Outstanding drawings and commitments under the
New Arrangements to Borrow and the General Arrangements
to Borrow shall not exceed SDR 34 billion, or such other
amount of total credit arrangements as may be in effect in
accordance with this decision. The available commitment of a
participant under the New Arrangements to Borrow shall be
reduced pro tanto by any outstanding drawings on, and com-
mitments of, the participant under the General Arrangements
to Borrow. The available commitment of a participant under
the General Arrangements to Borrow shall be reduced pro
tanto by the extent to which its credit arrangement under the
General Arrangements to Borrow exceeds its available com-
mitment under the New Arrangements to Borrow.

(c) References to drawings and commitments under the
General Arrangements to Borrow shall include drawings and
commitments under the Associated Borrowing Arrangements
referred to in paragraph 23 of the General Arrangements to
Borrow.

Paragraph 22. Other Borrowing Arrangements
Nothing in this decision shall preclude the Fund from

entering into any other types of borrowing arrangements.

Decision No. 11428-(97/6)
January 27, 1997 

P R I N C I P A L  P O L I C Y  D E C I S I O N S  O F  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D

205A N N U A L  R E P O R T  1 9 9 7



Annex:
Participants and Amount 
of Credit Arrangements

The size of each participant’s credit arrangement listed
below has initially been based in principle on its relative eco-
nomic strength as reflected in its quota in the Fund. Credit
arrangements are subject to a minimum of SDR 340 million.
Amounts have been adjusted between some participants sub-
ject to the condition that the total for the participants
involved in an adjustment does not change and the mini-
mum is observed. The amounts, in terms of SDRs of the
individual credit arrangements and their total will remain in
effect unless and until changed in accordance with this
decision.

The size of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority’s
(HKMA) credit arrangement has not been calculated on the
basis of the quota of the member whose territories include
Hong Kong. The same principle explains the special provision
on activation of the New Arrangements to Borrow to meet
requests from such member.

Amount in Millions of
Participant Special Drawing Rights

Australia 810
Austria 412
Belgium 967
Canada 1,396
Denmark 371
Deutsche Bundesbank 3,557
Finland 340
France 2,577
Hong Kong Monetary Authority 340
Italy 1,772
Japan 3,557
Korea 340
Kuwait 345
Luxembourg 340
Malaysia 340
Netherlands 1,316
Norway 383
Saudi Arabia 1,780
Singapore 340
Spain 672
Sveriges Riksbank 859
Swiss National Bank 1,557
Thailand 340
United Kingdom 2,577
United States 6,712

(b) Transferability of Claims
Pursuant to paragraph 13 of the New Arrangements to Bor-
row (NAB), the Fund consents in advance to the transfer of
outstanding claims to repayments under the NAB on the
terms and conditions set out below:

1. All or part of any claim under the NAB may be trans-
ferred at any time to a participant in the NAB.

2. As from the value date of the transfer, the transferred
claim shall be held by the transferee on the same terms 
and conditions as claims originating under its credit
arrangement, except that the transferee shall acquire the
right to request early repayment of the transferred claim 
on balance of payments grounds pursuant to paragraph
11(e) of the NAB only if, at the time of the transfer, (i) 

the transferee is a member, or the institution of a member,
whose balance of payment and reserve position is considered
sufficiently strong for its currency to be usable in net trans-
fers in the Fund’s operational budget; or (ii) the transferee
is the institution of a nonmember, and the balance of pay-
ments and reserve position of the nonmember is, in the
opinion of the Fund, sufficiently strong to justify such
acquisition.

3. The price for the claim transferred shall be as agreed
between the transferee and the transferor.

4. The transferor of a claim shall inform the Fund
promptly of the claim that is being transferred, the name of
the transferee, the amount of the claim that is being trans-
ferred, the agreed price for transfer of the claim, and the value
date of the transfer.

5. The transfer shall be registered by the Fund if it is in
accordance with the terms and conditions of this decision.
The transfer shall be effective as of the value date agreed
between the transferee and the transferor.

6. If all or part of a claim is transferred during a quarterly
period as described in paragraph 9(c) of the NAB, the Fund
shall pay interest to the transferee on the amount of the claim
transferred for the whole of that period.

7. If requested, the Fund shall assist in seeking to arrange
transfers.

8. This decision shall become effective on the date of
effectiveness of the NAB.

Decision No. 11429-(97/6)
January 27, 1997

G. Relations with World Trade Organization
(WTO)—Fund-WTO Cooperation Agreement
The Executive Board approves the proposed Agreement
Between the International Monetary Fund and the World
Trade Organization [as set forth in the staff paper] on the
understanding that decisions taken by either party for the
implementation of this Agreement will not prevent the effec-
tive application of this Agreement in accordance with its
provisions.

Decision No. 11381-(96/105)
November 25, 1996

H. Press Information Notices—Release
Following the completion of an Article IV consultation for a
member, the Fund may release a Press Information Notice
reporting on the results of the consultation in accordance
with the following terms:

1. Contents of Press Information Notices
The Press Information Notice will be brief (normally 

3–4 pages) and will consist of two sections:

(a) A background section with factual information on the
economy of a member, including a table of economic indica-
tors. When possible, a draft of this section would be included
in the staff report on Article IV consultation discussions to
permit an early opportunity for comment.

(b) The Fund’s assessment of the member’s prospects and
policies. This section will correspond closely to the Chair-
man’s summing up of the Executive Board discussion. Editing
of the summing up will be minimal, removing only highly
market-sensitive information, mainly Fund views on exchange
rate and interest rate matters.
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2. Member’s Consent to the Release of a Press 
Information Notice

The release of a Press Information Notice shall be subject
to the consent of the member concerned, normally to be
communicated through its Executive Director, in accordance
with the following procedures:

(a) A member may indicate its intention to consent 
to the release of a Press Information Notice at any time
prior to issuance of the Chairman’s summing up of the 
Article IV consultation as a Fund document, but is free not
to do so.

(b) The Executive Director concerned will have the
opportunity to review the draft Press Information Notice
prior to its release.

(c) In case of a serious disagreement between the Manag-
ing Director and the Executive Director concerned on the
draft, either may request the Executive Board to consider the
matter.

(d) A Press Information Notice will be released only upon
the written consent of the member, normally communicated
through the Executive Director concerned, to the proposed
draft. The release of each Press Information Notice will
require a separate written consent. A consent can be with-
drawn at any time prior to the release of the Press Informa-
tion Notice.

(e) It is understood that no pressure will be exerted on a
member to provide consent for the release of a Press Informa-
tion Notice by the Managing Director, Fund staff, or other
members.

3. Timing of Release
The Press Information Notice will be released shortly fol-

lowing the completion of the Article IV consultation. As an
indicative target, the Fund will aim to issue the Press Infor-
mation Notice five to ten working days following the relevant
Executive Board meeting, but in any event not before the end
of the working day following the circulation of the summing
up as a Fund document.

4. Confirmation of Present Practices

(a) The release of Press Information Notices shall not
affect the current Article IV consultation summing up
process. In particular, the Chairman’s summing up will con-
tinue to be provided to the Executive Director concerned for
review following the Executive Board meeting.

(b) The possibility of releasing Press Information Notices
shall not affect in any way the staff’s reporting to the Execu-
tive Board on consultation discussions with members.

Decision No. 11493-(97/45)
April 24, 1997
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Forty-Seventh Meeting, Washington, D.C.,
September 29, 1996

1. The Interim Committee held its forty-seventh meeting
in Washington, D.C. on September 29, 1996 under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Philippe Maystadt, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Finance and of Foreign Trade of Belgium.

2. The Committee welcomed the generally encouraging
world economic and financial situation and prospects for a
strengthening and broadening of the economic expansion in
1996 and 1997. It noted the progress toward price stability
and in reducing fiscal deficits in many countries, the improve-
ment in exchange market conditions among the major cur-
rencies, the continuing rapid expansion of trade and financial
flows, and the growing reliance on market forces worldwide.
The Committee observed that:

• Developing countries are playing an increasingly signifi-
cant role in generating growth and expanding trade, with
many emerging market economies reaping the benefits of
consistent implementation of market-oriented policies, sup-
ported by capital inflows including sustained foreign direct
investment. The performance of many Asian countries
remains impressive: in a number of cases, moderating growth
is helping to alleviate inflationary pressures. In an increasing
number of African countries, per capita incomes and growth
prospects are improving as a result of sound policies,
although serious problems remain. Many Latin American
countries are recovering and experiencing lower inflation,
after the difficulties associated with the Mexican crisis. In the
Middle East, strengthened adjustment efforts have enhanced
growth prospects in several countries.

• In the transition countries, continued implementation
of broad-based reforms is expected to lead to a further
strengthening of growth performance, and inflation, though
still high, is declining.

• In the industrial countries, inflation is subdued: sound
expansion of output and employment has continued in the
United States and some other countries; Japan’s recovery is
more firmly established; and in continental western Europe,

the standstill in growth has ended and conditions are now in
place for a resumption of more satisfactory growth.

3. The Committee noted that favorable developments in
the world economy reflect the implementation by many
countries of policies consistent with the common strategy set
out in the October 1994 Madrid Declaration on Cooperation
to Strengthen the Global Expansion. It noted that this strategy
remained valid. It saw however a need to update and broaden
it to take account of new challenges in the changing global
environment, in the attached Declaration on Partnership for
Sustainable Global Growth on September 29, 1996.

4. The Committee welcomed the strengthening of Fund
surveillance and the report of the Managing Director on the
review of policies in the context of surveillance, which pro-
vides valuable lessons for the membership and for the Fund
on the conduct of surveillance in the new global
environment.

5. The Committee welcomed the Special Data Dissemina-
tion Standard and was encouraged by the broad mix of indus-
trial and emerging market countries among its first
subscribers; it urged other countries that are in a position to
subscribe to do so. It noted the recent initiation of the Data
Standards Bulletin Board (DSBB). It looks forward to further
enhancement of the DSBB, including the possible establish-
ment of electronic links to country data. It requested the
Executive Board to complete work on the general standards
for data dissemination, that will apply to all countries, so that
they are in place before the Spring 1997 meeting of the
Committee.

6. With respect to the Fund’s financial resources and assis-
tance to members, the Committee:

• Welcomed the progress made by the Executive Board
in its work on the Eleventh General Review of Quotas. In
view of the evolution of the Fund’s prospective liquidity posi-
tion, and other factors, the Committee requested the Execu-
tive Board to continue its work on the Review and to do its
utmost to reach a conclusion as soon as possible.

• Welcomed the progress made in establishing the New
Arrangements to Borrow. It noted that these Arrangements

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  1 9 9 7

P R E S S C O M M U N I Q U É S
O F T H E I N T E R I M C O M M I T T E E

A N D T H E D E V E L O P M E N T C O M M I T T E E

A P P E N D I X  V I

Interim Committee of the Board of Governors 
on the International Monetary System

P R E S S  C O M M U N I Q U É S



would effectively double the resources currently available to
the Fund under the General Arrangements to Borrow and
improve the Fund’s ability to meet requests for balance of
payments assistance by members in circumstances that could
have systemic implications. It requested the participants in the
new Arrangements, and the Executive Board, to complete
their work promptly. The Committee urged the participating
members to complete the domestic processes needed to bring
these new Arrangements into effect as soon as possible.

7. The Committee warmly endorsed the program of
action proposed by the Fund and the Bank to ensure that
the heavily indebted poor countries (HIPCs) that have
shown a sound track record of economic adjustment can
attain a sustainable debt situation over the medium term. It
endorsed the conclusions by the Executive Board on financ-
ing the continuation of ESAF and the Fund’s participation in
the Initiative to assist the HIPCs, to which all members are
committed. It also welcomed the agreement to transfer a
portion of the ESAF reserves to support the Fund’s partici-
pation in the HIPC Initiative with grants or loans on longer
maturities. The Committee also welcomed the commitment
by the World Bank to the Initiative and the President’s will-
ingness to allocate an overall contribution to it. It welcomed
the indication that the Paris Club creditors are ready to go
beyond Naples terms in providing debt reduction of up to
80 percent for countries qualifying for additional relief
within the HIPC Initiative, on a case-by-case basis according
to its usual rules, to achieve an exit from an unsustainable
debt. It urged other creditors to participate in the Initiative
on an equitable basis. It also reaffirmed the importance of
the Fund’s preferred creditor status. The Committee
requested the Executive Board to proceed quickly with
implementation and to report on progress to the Committee
in Spring 1997.

8. The Committee welcomed the consensus reached in
the Executive Board that all members should receive an equi-
table share of cumulative SDR allocations through an amend-
ment of the Fund’s Articles of Agreement providing for a
onetime allocation of SDRs, based on a common benchmark
ratio of cumulative allocations to present quotas. The Com-
mittee endorsed this approach and requested the Executive
Board to finalize its work on the amendment by the time of
the Committee’s next meeting. The Committee emphasized
that such an amendment of the Articles would not in any way
affect the Fund’s existing power to allocate SDRs on the basis
of a finding of long-term global need to supplement reserves
as and when that need arises.

9. The Committee asked the Executive Board to continue
its analysis of capital flows and their implications, to examine
possible changes in the Fund Articles, and to report to the
Committee at our next meeting.

10. The Committee will meet again in Washington on
April 28, 1997.

September 29, 1996
Interim Committee Declaration on

Partnership for Sustainable Global Growth

The Interim Committee has reviewed the Declaration on
Cooperation to Strengthen the Global Expansion, which it
adopted two years ago in Madrid. It notes that the strategy
set out in the Declaration, which emphasized sound domestic

policies, international cooperation, and global integration,
remains valid. It reiterates the objective of promoting full par-
ticipation of all economies, including the low-income coun-
tries, in the global economy. Favorable developments in, and
prospects for, many industrial, developing, and transition
economies owe much to the implementation of sound poli-
cies consistent with the common medium-term strategy.

The Interim Committee sees a need to update and
broaden the Declaration, in light of the new challenges of a
changing global environment, and to strengthen its imple-
mentation, in a renewed spirit of partnership. It attaches par-
ticular importance to the following:

• Stressing that sound monetary, fiscal, and structural
policies are complementary and mutually reinforcing: steady
application of consistent policies over the medium term is
required to establish the conditions for sustained noninfla-
tionary growth and job creation, which are essential for
social cohesion.

• Implementing sound macroeconomic policies and
avoiding large imbalances are essential to promote financial
and exchange rate stability and avoid significant misalign-
ments among currencies.

• Creating a favorable environment for private savings.
• Consolidating the success in bringing inflation down

and building on the hard-won credibility of monetary policy.
• Maintaining the impetus of trade liberalization, resist-

ing protectionist pressures, and upholding the multilateral
trading system.

• Encouraging current account convertibility and careful
progress toward increased freedom of capital movements
through efforts to promote stability and financial soundness.

• Achieving budget balance and strengthened fiscal dis-
cipline in a multi-year framework. Continued fiscal imbal-
ances and excessive public indebtedness, and the upward
pressures they put on global real interest rates, are threats to
financial stability and durable growth. It is essential to
enhance the transparency of fiscal policy by persevering with
efforts to reduce off-budget transactions and quasi-fiscal
deficits.

• Improving the quality and composition of fiscal adjust-
ment, by reducing unproductive spending while ensuring
adequate basic investment in infrastructure. Because the sus-
tainability of economic growth depends on development of
human resources, it is essential to improve education and
training; to reform public pension and health systems to
ensure their long-term viability and enable the provision of
effective health care; and to alleviate poverty and provide
well-targeted and affordable social safety nets.

• Tackling structural reforms more boldly, including
through labor and product market reforms, with a view to
increasing employment and reducing other distortions that
impede the efficient allocation of resources, so as to make our
economies more dynamic and resilient to adverse
developments.

• Promoting good governance in all its aspects, including
by ensuring the rule of law, improving the efficiency and
accountability of the public sector, and tackling corruption, as
essential elements of a framework within which economies
can prosper. 

• Ensuring the soundness of banking systems through
strong prudential regulation and supervision, improved coor-
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dination, better assessment of credit risk, stringent capital
requirements, timely disclosure of banks’ financial conditions,
action to prevent money laundering, and improved manage-
ment of banks.

The Committee encourages the Fund to continue to
cooperate with other international organizations in all rele-
vant areas. It welcomes the recent strengthening of Fund sur-
veillance of member countries’ policies, which is an integral
part of the strategy. It reaffirmed its commitment to
strengthen the Fund’s capacity to fulfill its mandate. It will
keep members’ efforts at achieving the common objectives of
this strategy under review. 

Annex: Interim Committee Attendance
September 29, 1996
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Philippe Maystadt, Minister of Finance, Belgium
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nomic and Social Information and Policy Analysis, UN
Renato Ruggiero, Director-General, WTO
James D. Wolfensohn, President, World Bank

Forty-Eighth Meeting, Washington, D.C., 
April 28, 1997

1. The Interim Committee held its forty-eighth meeting
in Washington, D.C. on April 28, 1997 under the Chairman-
ship of Mr. Philippe Maystadt, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance and Foreign Trade of Belgium.

2. The Committee welcomed the generally favorable
prospects for the expansion of world output and trade.
Improved discipline in fiscal and monetary policies in many
countries has contributed to subdued or declining inflation
and relatively low long-term interest rates. Substantial mis-
alignments among major currency exchange rates have been
corrected. The Committee agreed that exchange rates should
reflect economic fundamentals and that the reemergence of
large external imbalances should be avoided; excess volatility
and significant deviations from fundamentals are undesirable.
The Committee recognized the importance of cooperation in
exchange markets as appropriate. Widespread structural
reforms are enhancing the role of market forces and deepen-
ing globalization through trade and financial flows. Yet, pol-
icy challenges remain:

• Among the advanced economies, countries where
growth has been relatively strong face the challenge of sus-
taining the expansion while preventing an upturn in inflation,
and policies should continue to be directed toward these
objectives. In Japan, prospects for continued recovery appear
more favorable; rigorous implementation of the authorities’
deregulation program as well as appropriate fiscal reforms are
important over the medium term, to enhance growth. In
continental Europe, the outlook for growth has improved,
but high structural unemployment points to the urgency of
tackling labor market rigidities. The Committee also agreed
that continued efforts to meet the convergence criteria and to
proceed with comprehensive structural reforms in factor and
product markets are needed for both the longer-term pros-
perity of the participating countries and to ensure a successful
EMU that would contribute to the stability of the interna-
tional monetary system.

• Robust growth is continuing in many developing coun-
tries. Growth in the Asian economies has remained strong for
several years. The recent abatement of overheating pressures in
many of the emerging market economies, especially in Asia,
will help to sustain their expansions, although some large cur-
rent account deficits need to be reduced. With the sustained
implementation of sound policies, growth in the Western
Hemisphere and in the Middle East region is expected to
strengthen further. The Committee was particularly heartened
by the improved growth performance and prospects in Africa.
It emphasized, however, that many developing countries have
to raise substantially their growth rates of per capita incomes
to achieve a significant reduction of poverty, indicating the
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need to accelerate structural reforms and for the increased sup-
port of the international community.

• In the transition countries, further progress in the con-
trol of inflation and continued advances in structural reform
are laying the ground for stronger growth. However, sharp
contrasts in performance persist among these countries, high-
lighting the benefits of steadfast commitment to stabilization
and structural reforms.

3. The Committee agreed that the increasing globalization
of markets is an important force driving world growth and
providing opportunities to all countries. While globalization,
as with other structural change, may adversely affect some seg-
ments of society in the short run, the declining share of manu-
facturing employment—deindustrialization—in advanced
economies is primarily the consequence of technological
change rather than globalization. The challenge for policies is
to take advantage of the forces of globalization so as to ensure
that its benefits are fully realized. The Committee reaffirmed
that implementation by all members of the guidelines set out
in its Declaration on Partnership for Sustainable Global Growth
would be essential to ensure that all share in an increasingly
prosperous world economy. It stressed in particular the impor-
tance of sound macroeconomic policies, market-oriented
reforms, sound banking systems, trade and investment liberal-
ization, and good governance.

4. The Committee welcomed the strengthening of Fund
surveillance to meet the new challenges of globalization. It
supported the Fund’s increasing attention to banking and
financial sector problems that could have significant macro-
economic implications. In this context, it emphasized the
importance of close collaboration with the World Bank and
other international organizations and groups. The Commit-
tee welcomed the Board’s decision allowing the release, on a
voluntary basis, of Press Information Notices following the
conclusion of Article IV consultations, which would further
improve the transparency of surveillance. It looked forward to
a further report on members’ policies in the context of sur-
veillance at its next meeting.

5. The Committee was encouraged by the large number
of subscriptions—presently numbering 42—to the Special
Data Dissemination Standard. It noted the progress achieved
on the General Data Dissemination System, and welcomed
the General System’s emphasis on improving data quality
across the membership, which would require a broad cooper-
ative effort of the Fund and its members. The Committee
looked forward to the establishment of the General System.

6. The Committee welcomed the progress made toward
establishing conditions for EMU, the creation of which is one
of the most important international monetary developments
in the post–Bretton Woods period. The Executive Board will
undertake a broad program to assess the implications of EMU
for the international monetary system and for the Fund.

7. The Committee emphasized that an open and liberal sys-
tem of capital movements was beneficial to the world economy.
It considered the Fund uniquely placed to promote the orderly
liberalization of capital movements and to play a central role in
this effort. It, therefore, agreed that the Fund’s Articles should
be amended to make the promotion of capital account liberal-
ization a specific purpose of the Fund and to give the Fund
appropriate jurisdiction over capital movements; the scope of
such jurisdiction would need to be carefully defined, and suffi-

cient flexibility should be allowed through transitional provi-
sions and approval policies. The Committee asked the Execu-
tive Board to continue its work in this area with a view to
making specific recommendations on key elements of an
amendment by the time of the Committee’s next meeting.

8. The Committee commended the Executive Board for
its work on the Eleventh General Review of Quotas. It
requested the Executive Board to complete its work on quo-
tas as soon as possible and to report to it in time for the
Hong Kong meeting of the Committee. The proposed distri-
bution should be predominantly equiproportional while con-
tributing to a correction of the most important anomalies in
the present quota distribution. The Executive Board should
also review the quota formulae promptly after the completion
of the Eleventh Review of Quotas.

9. The Committee welcomed the adoption of the Execu-
tive Board decision on New Arrangements to Borrow (NAB)
and encouraged potential participants that have not yet
adhered to the decision to do so as soon as feasible.

10. The Committee welcomed the progress achieved in
the Executive Board toward a proposed amendment of the
Articles of Agreement to provide for a special one-time alloca-
tion of SDRs and requested the Executive Board to finalize
its work as soon as possible and to report to the Committee
in time for the Hong Kong meeting.

11. The Committee welcomed the actions taken by the
Executive Board to implement the Fund’s participation in the
HIPC Initiative through special ESAF operations. It noted
with satisfaction the Board’s decision in principle to provide
assistance to Uganda under the HIPC Initiative and encour-
aged all other creditors to take equivalent action as soon as
possible. It also welcomed the preliminary consideration by
the Board of three other country cases under the Initiative
and encouraged the Board to implement the Initiative in a
manner that would ensure a robust exit from the rescheduling
process. It stressed the importance of the provision of ade-
quate interim financing by all creditors. The Committee
noted the importance of strong adjustment and reform poli-
cies, as well as social policies, on the part of the countries
benefiting from assistance under this Initiative. It called on
the Fund, in collaboration with the World Bank, to help
these and other developing countries accelerate the process of
structural reform. The Committee urged all members to work
expeditiously to help secure the resources needed to complete
the funding of the Fund’s participation in the HIPC Initiative
as well as the continuation of ESAF.

12. The Committee will meet again in Hong Kong on
September 21, 1997.

Annex: Interim Committee Attendance
April 28, 1997
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Fifty-Third Meeting, Washington, D.C.,
September 30, 1996

1. The fifty-third Meeting of the Development Commit-
tee was held in Washington, D.C. on September 30, 1996
under the chairmanship of Mr. Mohamed Kabbaj, Minister of
Finance and Foreign Investment of Morocco.1

Resolving Debt Problems of the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries (HIPCs)

2. The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Bank
and Fund for the progress made since its last meeting and
endorsed the Action Program for the HIPC Initiative. It
urged the Bank and Fund, working closely with donors and
other creditors, to move swiftly to implement the Initiative.

3. Members reiterated their support for the Initiative’s
basic objective—ensuring that HIPCs demonstrating a track

record of sustained strong policy performance are able to
achieve overall external debt sustainability, enabling them to
exit from the rescheduling process and to strengthen their
poverty reduction programs. They recognized that the HIPC
Initiative commits the international financial community to
take additional action to reduce eligible countries’ debt bur-
dens to sustainable levels where full use of existing debt-relief
mechanisms is unlikely to be sufficient.

4. Members agreed that coordinated action by all credi-
tors was critical to the Initiative’s success. The assistance to
be provided by each group of creditors should be consistent
with the guiding principles agreed at the Committee’s April
1996 meeting, and would be based on the need to: 
(a) deliver debt sustainability; (b) share broadly and equi-
tably the cost of the Initiative; and (c) preserve the preferred
creditor status of the multilateral financial institutions. Min-
isters stressed that the Initiative should be implemented flex-
ibly, on a case-by-case basis, and with full participation by
debtor governments.

5. Ministers also welcomed the commitment of the IMF,
reflected in the statement of the Interim Committee on Sep-
tember 29, to participate in the enhanced assistance to be
provided under the HIPC Initiative through special ESAF
operations, including long-maturity loans or grants.

Joint Ministerial Committee of the Boards of Governors 
of the Bank and the Fund on the Transfer of Real Resources 

to Developing Countries (Development Committee)
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6. Members supported the World Bank’s proposed $500
million initial contribution, and noted President Wolfen-
sohn’s announced readiness to recommend to the Board of
Executive Directors additional contributions, provided future
net income of the Bank would so permit, that there is equi-
table burden sharing by creditors, and these funds are needed
to meet the Bank’s own share of the burden. Members sup-
ported as well the enhanced assistance (including IDA grants)
the Bank intends to provide in selected cases when needed.

7. Given the significant share of debt owed by the poorest
and most indebted countries to bilateral creditors, Ministers
welcomed the indication from the Paris Club that it was ready
to go beyond Naples Terms to provide debt reduction of up
to 80 percent for countries qualifying for additional relief
within the HIPC Initiative, and that its decisions will be
made on a case-by-case basis according to its usual rules, to
achieve an exit from unsustainable debt. They suggested the
Paris Club, the international financial institutions, and all
involved creditors coordinate their actions to deliver needed
debt relief consistent with the Initiative’s basic principles
noted in paragraphs 3 and 4 above.

8. Ministers welcomed the readiness to participate in the
Initiative indicated by several multilateral agencies, and urged
other multilaterals to define their participation as soon as pos-
sible. The Committee agreed that the proposed multilateral
HIPC Trust Fund, to be administered by IDA, would make
an effective contribution to the success of the Initiative. Mem-
bers expressed appreciation to those bilateral donors which
had indicated at this early stage their intention to contribute
to the Trust Fund and encouraged others to do so as well.

9. Ministers requested the IMF and World Bank to begin
implementation of the Initiative for the first potentially eligi-
ble countries before the end of 1996 and to report back to
the Committee at its next meeting on progress achieved in
implementing the Initiative.

International Development Association (IDA)
10. Ministers reiterated their strong support for IDA and

its central importance to the global effort to reduce poverty;
therefore, it is important that all donors ensure the success of
IDA 11 by fully respecting their commitments on time. The
Committee welcomed the increased IBRD grant to IDA of
$600 million this year.

11. Ministers recognized that the IDA 11 agreement
reflects a significant reduction in donor contributions from
previous levels. They asked IDA management and donor rep-
resentatives to work together in the next several months to
help ensure adequate and secure future funding for IDA.
Ministers will discuss these and related matters as they con-
sider the prospects for IDA funding at their next meeting.

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) 
12. Ministers noted that MIGA’s activities had grown

appreciably along with the expansion of foreign private
investment in developing countries. They welcomed the
recent rapid expansion in demand for MIGA services and rec-
ognized that, as a result, MIGA is quickly approaching the
limits of its financial capacity. Ministers requested that the
MIGA management and Executive Board address MIGA’s
resource constraints soon and report on this subject at the
Committee’s next meeting.

World Trade Organization (WTO)
13. The Committee expressed its appreciation to WTO

Director-General Renato Ruggiero for his valuable briefing
on key issues likely to be addressed at the First WTO Ministe-
rial Meeting in December. Ministers agreed with Mr. Rug-
giero on the importance of trade as a formidable engine of
economic growth for all nations and on the opportunities and
challenges offered by globalization. They requested the Bank
and Fund to assist those countries not yet members of the
WTO to join the organization, and to assist all members, par-
ticularly the poorest, to become more fully integrated into
the multilateral trading system. Ministers expressed their sup-
port for closer collaboration between the WTO, the Fund,
and the Bank and offered the Director-General and the WTO
best wishes for a successful Ministerial Meeting.

Next Meeting
14. The Committee’s next meeting will be held on April

29, 1997 in Washington, D.C.

Fifty-Fourth Meeting, Washington, D.C.,
October 3, 1996

1. The fifty-fourth meeting of the Development Commit-
tee was held in Washington, D.C. on October 3, 1996. The
Committee unanimously reselected Minister Mohamed
Kabbaj as Chairman of the Committee for a second two-year
term. Chairman Kabbaj, Morocco’s Minister of Finance and
Foreign Investment, has presided over the Committee since
its April 1995 meeting.

Fifty-Fifth Meeting, Washington, D.C., 
April 29, 1997

1. The fifty-fifth meeting of the Development Committee
was held in Washington, D.C. on April 29, 1997 under the
chairmanship of Mr. Mohamed Kabbaj, Minister of Finance
and Foreign Investment of Morocco.2

Implementation of the Debt Initiative for Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries

2. The Committee welcomed the substantial progress
made since its last meeting in implementing the HIPC Initia-
tive: the Bank and the Fund Executive Boards have taken a
decision on Uganda that would, subject to satisfactory assur-
ances on the participation of other creditors and following a
review of Uganda’s further progress on adjustment and
reform, have an effect on its debt service of a reduction in its
multilateral and bilateral debt by about 20 percent—or about
$700 million—in April 1998; there is also a preliminary
agreement on the eligibility of three other countries (Bolivia,
Burkina Faso, and Côte d’Ivoire); and the necessary analysis
for several other countries is well under way.

3. Ministers reaffirmed the importance of implementing
the Initiative in accordance with the guiding principles and

2Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank,
Mr. Michel Camdessus, Managing Director of the International Mon-
etary Fund, Mr. Antonio Casas Gonzalez, Governor of the Central
Bank of Venezuela and Chairman of the Group of Twenty-Four, and
Mr. Richard H. Kaijuka, Minister of Planning and Economic Devel-
opment of Uganda, addressed the plenary session. Observers from a
number of international and regional organizations also attended.



the Program of Action agreed upon by the Committee in
1996. Ministers stressed the importance of adequate interim
financing by all creditors. They welcomed the recent Bank
and Fund Board decisions on implementing the Initiative,
which demonstrate that, with determination and close collab-
oration by all partners, governments that show strong com-
mitment to reform and economic and social development can
be placed on a track to achieve a sustainable external debt
position.

4. Ministers expressed appreciation for the close working
relationships between the Bretton Woods institutions, other
multilaterals, the Paris Club, and other bilateral creditors.
They also expressed appreciation to the governments that
have made voluntary contributions to the HIPC Trust Fund,
and to those that have indicated their readiness to contribute
to the IMF ESAF-HIPC Trust; they urged other govern-
ments to do so as well.

Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA)

5. Ministers noted the progress made by MIGA’s Board
and Management in addressing MIGA’s resource constraints.
The Committee expressed broad support for MIGA’s contin-
ued growth in response to expanding demand for its services.
As MIGA is rapidly approaching the limits of its financial
capacity, ministers urged the MIGA Board, together with
other parties involved, to resolve in an expeditious manner
the remaining issues on how best to obtain adequate
resources, and report to the Committee at its next meeting.

Partnership for Capacity Building in Africa
6. Africa’s future economic and social progress will

depend heavily on today’s investments in human capital and
institutional capabilities. Past efforts in capacity building have
not had wide success in fostering effective institutions and
sustainable transfer of skills, in part because they did not fos-
ter local ownership. Thus, the Committee welcomed the ini-
tiative taken by African governments to identify and address
this fundamental requirement. The Committee appreciated
the high degree of African ownership and commitment to
take their own actions on capacity building, which are
reflected in this effort. Ministers encouraged the World Bank
to continue to provide strong support for this African initia-
tive, and to help build support from others in the interna-
tional community as the Partnership’s program develops.

Strengthening Support for 
Development Cooperation

7. Developing countries have made progress in reducing
poverty in recent years, but in the poorest countries it
remains pervasive and deep. Further advances depend primar-
ily on domestic efforts, but integration into the international
trading system, and access to adequate external resource
flows, are also essential. Ministers stressed the central impor-
tance of improving the enabling environment for private
investment; moreover, the need to ensure adequate access to
official development assistance (ODA), notwithstanding
donor’s increasing budgetary pressures and competing
demands, is a matter of great concern.

8. To strengthen support for development cooperation
and help generate necessary ODA flows, ministers agreed to

redouble their efforts to ensure that aid resources are effec-
tively mobilized, delivered, and used. The Committee agreed
that improved coordination, and strengthened partnerships
between developing countries, the private sector, and bilateral
and multilateral agencies, are essential to improving aid
effectiveness.

9. Ministers urged the World Bank to continue to work
closely with its partners on realistic and monitorable develop-
ment goals, adapted to specific country conditions and with
full ownership by the countries themselves. In this respect,
generally accepted goals such as those focused on poverty
reduction, human welfare, and the environment help demon-
strate development achievements and lessons learned. Minis-
ters welcomed the recent endorsement by OECD donors of
such goals.

10. Ministers agreed that the primary beneficiaries of
development aid should be those poor countries committed
to economic growth and the reduction of poverty through
sound policies and effective use of domestic and external
resources. The Committee encouraged IDA and other multi-
lateral agencies to strengthen further the role of policy perfor-
mance in the allocation of their resources, bearing in mind
factors beyond the control of governments, while continuing
to help build the capacity of all countries to improve perfor-
mance. Bilateral donors were encouraged to move further in
this direction as well.

11. Ministers welcomed the IMF’s support for adjustment
and reform programs under the ESAF, and emphasized the
importance of continuing ESAF operations to assist low-
income countries.

12. Ministers emphasized the great importance they
attach to successful implementation of the IDA 11 agree-
ment. The Committee was encouraged by recently con-
cluded agreements for several other multilateral development
bank (MDB) replenishments, and reiterated that continued
strong support for MDBs by all shareholders, on a fair bur-
den-sharing basis, is essential to preserve their multilateral
character and to meet the key challenges of sustainable
development.

Strategic Compact
13. The Committee welcomed the World Bank’s Strategic

Compact, which aims to improve the level and quality of
front-line services and strengthen overall development effec-
tiveness by enhancing project quality and by making the Bank
more cost-effective, participatory, flexible, and responsive to
client needs. Members invited the World Bank Board to
monitor closely the implementation of the Strategic Compact
and requested periodic reports on progress achieved.

Facilitating Private Involvement 
in Infrastructure

14. Ministers welcomed the work under way in the World
Bank Group to promote private sector investment in infra-
structure, and they asked the Bank Group to prepare an
Action Program on this subject for the Committee’s next
meeting.

Next Meeting
15. The Committee’s next meeting will be held on Sep-

tember 22, 1997 in Hong Kong, China.

214 A N N U A L  R E P O R T  1 9 9 7

A P P E N D I X  V I


	Appendix V. Principal Policy Decisions of the Executive Board
	Appendix VI. Press Communiques of the Interim Committee and the Development Committee

