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When health is at risk, 

everything is at risk.
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(Source: Reuters. 12 May 2020. Philippines extends lockdown in capital beyond 11 weeks. 

https://jp.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-philippines-idINKBN22O0C8)  

https://jp.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-philippines-idINKBN22O0C8


Universal Health Coverage (UHC) as a 

contributor to sustainable development

Health enables 

children to study and 

workers to produce 

more.

UHC, quality health 

service and health 

financial protection

to all, is a center of 

SDG 3.
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(Source: WHO Southeast Asia Regional Office. (2017). 

Monitoring the Health-Related Sustainable Development Goals.)



$1 investment to health produces 

$9 to $20 return of investment.

With enhanced investment

to scale up health

technologies and systems … 

in most low-income and 

middle-income countries, … 

economic benefit exceed 

costs by a factor of about 

9-20.
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(Source: Jamison, D. T., Summers, L. H., Alleyne, G., et.al. (2013). 

Global health 2035: a world converging within a generation. 

Lancet, 382(9908), 1898-1955. doi:10.1016/S0140-

6736(13)62105-4 )



Government budgetary priority on health 

varies among countries in Asia and the Pacific.
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…

Domestic general government health expenditure  

as % of general government expenditure (2019 or latest available)

…

Countries in WHO Western Pacific region

Countries in WHO South-East Asia region

(%)

(Source: WHO. (2022). Global Health 

Observatory. 
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicato

rs/indicator-details/GHO/domestic-general-

government-health-expenditure-(gghe-d)-

as-percentage-of-general-government-

expenditure-(gge) )

15％

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/domestic-general-government-health-expenditure-(gghe-d)-as-percentage-of-general-government-expenditure-(gge)


Even before COVID-19, investment to 

health was insufficient to achieve UHC.
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Domestic general government health expenditure  

as % of general government expenditure (2019 or latest available)

Africa

Eastern Mediterranean

South-East Asia

Europe

Americas

Western Pacific

(Source: WHO and 

World Bank. (2021). 

Tracking Universal 

Health Coverage: 

2021 Global 

monitoring report 

(Conference ed.). 
https://documents.world

bank.org/en/publication

/documents-

reports/documentdetail/

686481639409702006/tr

acking-universal-health-

coverage-2021-global-

monitoring-report-

conference-edition )

UHC 

achieved

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/686481639409702006/tracking-universal-health-coverage-2021-global-monitoring-report-conference-edition


About 20% of households reported not 

being able to access the health care services 

during early stage of the pandemic

7

(Source: WHO and World Bank. (2021). Tracking Universal Health Coverage: 2021 Global monitoring report (Conference ed.). 
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/686481639409702006/tracking-universal-health-coverage-2021-global-

monitoring-report-conference-edition )

Main reason reported by household for not accessing health care when needed, 

in 39 low- and middle-income countries in April-August 2020 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/686481639409702006/tracking-universal-health-coverage-2021-global-monitoring-report-conference-edition


Japan provided $5 billion in-kind 

support to respond to COVID-19 crisis

Bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation for

◼ Vaccines, refrigerators 

and transport

◼masks, gowns, gloves

◼ Testing kits, diagnosis 

equipment

◼Water supply

8(Photos: JICA)

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (2022). Japan's 

COVID-19 related cooperation towards achieving UHC 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/100231344.pdf) 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/100231344.pdf


Moreover, Japan provided $5 billion 

concessional loan to respond to COVID-19
COVID-19 Crisis Response Emergency Support Loan

Objectives

To strengthen resilient health systems and to 

revitalize economic and social activities

Lending conditions

Interest rate: 0.01%

repayment period: 15 years (incl. 4-year grace period)

Modality

development policy loan
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In total, 20 loan programs to 

17 countries have been implemented. 

Regions Countries

East Asia Mongolia

Central Asia Uzbekistan

South-east Asia Cambodia*, Indonesia, Philippines*, 

Thailand

South Asia Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives

Oceania Fiji*, Papua New Genia, Solomon Islands

Middle East Jordan

Africa Cote d’Ivoire, Mauritius 

Americas Honduras
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* Two loan programs were formulated.
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