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Fostering Sustainable and Inclusive
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4. Poverty Rate
(Percent of population)
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Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators; and IMF staff calculations.
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Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Spendingin 2030 Selected SDG Sectors
(Percent of 2030 GDP)

® India Emerging market economies (median) m South Asia without India (mean)
14 - -
12 -
10 -

%JI |...||||

—2
| Health Education | Water and Electricity Roads | I

sanitation
Human capital Physical capital Total

Source: Gaspar (2019) and others; and IMF staff calculations



South Asia’s Path to Resilient Growth

Labor Market Reforms for Job-Rich Growth Recoveries

Impact of EPL Reforms
1. Total Employment . . . .
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Labor Market Reforms for Job-Rich Growth Recoveries

LaborMarket Indicators, By Gender

1. Labor Force Participation Rate, by Gender
Male M Female

Source: World Bank Development Indicators; and IMF staff calculations

2. Total Employment in Agriculture, by Gender
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Leveraging Digitalization: Improving Efficiency and Equity

Fixed and Mobile InternetSubscriptions Per Capita Government Online Services Index
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Climate Change in South Asia

CO2 Emissions Per Capita Deaths, by Climate Related Disaster
(Tonnes)
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Questions

= How can South Asia return to the growth rates of the past two decades and resume the
momentum of poverty reduction in the post-COVID era?

= How can higher growth be achieved in an equitable and climate-friendly way and without a
buildup of macroeconomic vulnerabilities?

= Whatreforms are needed to improve the functioning of labor markets, to protect the poor and
other vulnerable groups, and to make progress towards gender equality?

= How can South Asia reap the benefits of advances in digitalization to increase public finance
efficiency and improve financial inclusion?
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