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IMF Executive Board Concludes 2019 Article IV Consultation with Germany

On July 8, 2019, the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) concluded the
Article IV consultation! with Germany.

After several years of real GDP growth averaging over 2 percent annually, Germany’s economy
slowed sharply in the second half of 2018, reflecting a slowdown in global demand and
temporary disruptions affecting the auto and chemical industries. This reduced growth to

1.5 percent in 2018. Nonetheless, unemployment hit a new record low, pushing wage growth up
above 3 percent, and investment remained strong. As in other advanced economies, inflation
pressures remained subdued, with core inflation at 1.6 percent by the end of 2018. The general
government recorded a fifth consecutive year of fiscal surplus which, at 1.7 percent of GDP, was
its largest in nearly 30 years, reflecting revenue overperformance as well as underspending. The
current account surplus declined to 7.3 percent of GDP (down from 8.0 percent in 2017),
reflecting a narrowing of the goods trade balance. Credit grew broadly in line with GDP in 2018,
but new lending to nonfinancial corporations was increasingly channeled to relatively riskier
firms while lending standards were eased. Prices of residential and commercial real estate
continued to rise rapidly, especially in dynamic urban areas. The “low-for-long” interest rate
environment is putting further pressure on the financial sector’s profitability, adding to the
challenge of high costs and slow progress with restructuring.

Germany’s economic outlook assumes a gradual return of output to trend this year, but it is
subject to significant uncertainty. The country’s export dependence and financial openness make
it particularly vulnerable to external shocks. Rising global protectionism, a more pronounced
China slowdown or a no-deal Brexit would hurt exports and investment, while tighter global
financial conditions could trigger sharp corrections in already stretched valuations across asset

1 Under Article 1V of the IMF's Articles of Agreement, the IMF holds bilateral discussions with members, usually
every year. A staff team visits the country, collects economic and financial information, and discusses with officials
the country's economic developments and policies. On return to headquarters, the staff prepares a report, which
forms the basis for discussion by the Executive Board.
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classes. In the medium-term, unfavorable demographics, low productivity growth, and the
impending energy transition are expected to weigh on growth.

Executive Board Assessment?

The Executive Directors commended the German authorities for their skillful economic
management, which has underpinned growth, strengthened the fiscal position, and reduced
unemployment to a historically low level. Directors noted the recent economic slowdown and
downside risks that weigh on growth prospects. They highlighted long-term challenges from
unfavorable demographics and weak productivity growth, as well as external risks surrounding
trade tensions and the Brexit process. Addressing these challenges and external imbalances
would be a priority going forward.

Directors observed that, while external imbalances are starting to unwind amid faster wage
growth, Germany’s large current account surplus partly reflects high corporate savings, widening
top income inequality, and compressed household consumption. Directors thus saw a need for
forceful policy measures to ensure that the benefits of strong economic performance are broadly
shared. Continued faster wage growth and boosting disposable income through the tax and
benefit system would be helpful in this regard.

Directors welcomed the moderate fiscal expansion this year. While acknowledging the
importance of maintaining adequate buffers to prepare for aging population and potential
contingent liabilities, most Directors encouraged the authorities to continue to use the available
fiscal space to bolster potential growth and facilitate rebalancing. To this end, they recommended
investments in infrastructure, tax measures to raise disposable income for low-and middle-
income households, incentives to promote labor force participation by female and elderly
workers, and tax credit for further research and development. Directors welcomed the
authorities’ readiness to consider additional fiscal stimulus in the event of

a severe economic downturn. They also commended the authorities for their commitment to
promote fair and competitive corporate taxation and seek collaborative solutions to international
tax issues.

Noting weak labor productivity growth and supply-side constraints in both labor and capital,
Directors stressed the importance of expediting structural reforms to promote innovation,
investment, and competition, also in business services and regulated professions. They
encouraged upgrading Germany’s digital infrastructure, implementing the

e-government strategy, and improving access to venture capital. Directors observed that
Germany is on track to meet its renewable energy target and welcomed the authorities’

2 At the conclusion of the discussion, the Managing Director, as Chairman of the Board, summarizes the views of
Executive Directors, and this summary is transmitted to the country's authorities. An explanation of any qualifiers
used in summings up can be found here: http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/misc/qualifiers.htm.
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consideration of a carbon tax and carbon pricing as part of their strategy for curbing greenhouse
gas emissions.

Directors welcomed the progress in implementing the FSAP recommendations. They noted low
profitability in both the bank and life insurance sectors, elevated macro-financial vulnerabilities,
and rapidly rising real estate prices in dynamic cities. Directors underscored the need to monitor
interest rate risk and accelerate restructuring efforts to durably enhance financial sector
resilience. They welcomed the activation of the counter-cyclical capital buffer and encouraged
further steps to address data gaps that would enable a fuller assessment of potential financial
stability risks. They also supported expanding the macroprudential toolkit, including tools for the
commercial real estate market.

Directors appreciated Germany’s voluntary participation in the Fund’s enhanced governance
framework on the supply and facilitation of corruption. They commended the authorities for
taking strong anti-bribery enforcement actions and welcomed their commitment to continuing
efforts in this area.



Germany: Selected Economic Indicators, 2017-20

Projections
2017 2018 2019 2020
Output
Real GDP growth (%) 1/ 2.2 14 0.7 1.7
Total domestic demand growth (%) 1/ 2.0 19 1.3 2.0
Output gap (% of potential GDP) 0.8 1.1 0.6 0.5
Employment
Unemployment rate (%, ILO) 3.8 34 3.2 3.1
Employment growth (%) 1.1 0.5 0.7 0.4
Prices
Inflation (%, headline) 1.7 1.9 14 1.8
Inflation (%, core) 1.3 14 1.5 1.7
General government finances
Fiscal balance (% of GDP) 1.0 1.7 1.0 1.0
Revenue (% of GDP) 45.0 45.6 45.6 45.6
Expenditure (% of GDP) 439 439 44.6 44.6
Public debt (% of GDP) 64.5 60.9 58.0 55.0
Money and credit
Broad money (M3) (end of year, % change) 2/ 43 45
Credit to private sector (% change) 42 49
10-year government bond yield (%) 0.4 0.4
Balance of payments
Current account balance (% of GDP) 8.0 7.3 7.1 6.7
Trade balance (% of GDP) 7.1 6.0 6.0 5.9
Exports of goods (% of GDP) 38.3 38.2 38.7 38.9
Volume (% change) 5.7 2.3 19 3.6
Imports of goods (% of GDP) 30.6 31.6 32.2 32.6
Volume (% change) 6.0 4.2 3.7 43
FDI balance (% of GDP) 1.5 13 14 14
Reserves minus gold (billions of US$) 59.4 59.2
External Debt (% of GDP) 145.0 143.2
Exchange rate
REER (% change) 1.2 2.0
NEER (% change) 1.5 24
Real effective rate (2005=100) 3/ 93.8 95.7
Nominal effective rate (2005=100) 4/ 100.1 102.5

Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, Eurostat, Federal Statistical Office, Haver Analytics, and IMF staff calculations.
1/ Not working-day adjusted.

2/ Reflects Germany's contribution to M3 of the euro area.

3/ Real effective exchange rate, CPI based, all countries.

4/ Nominal effective exchange rate, all countries.
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STAFF REPORT FOR THE 2019 ARTICLE IV CONSULTATION

KEY ISSUES

Germany's economic performance has been strong for the past decade, but external
factors and structural challenges are now weighing on growth. The export-dependent
economy has been hit by the recent slowdown in global demand, while medium-term
growth is expected to fall due to low productivity growth and adverse demographics.
External imbalances remain large, partly reflecting rising top income inequality, macro-
financial vulnerabilities are rising, and the financial sector continues to suffer from weak
profitability. Still, fundamentals are sound, with public and private balance sheets
remaining healthy, and the unemployment rate at record lows. Inflation is subdued, but
wage growth is continuing to pick up, reflecting the strength of the labor market and
increasingly binding capacity constraints.

Key Policy Recommendations

» Continue to use the space within the fiscal rules to bolster long-term growth and
help rebalance the economy. Priorities include incentivizing labor supply (reduce the
tax wedge on low-income households and secondary earners, provide more
childcare, improve education and lifelong learning) and innovation (through R&D tax
credits and high-speed digital networks), and continuing to invest in public
infrastructure.

e Encourage strong wage growth, as warranted by the tight labor market, to help
realign competitiveness in the absence of an independent currency and to support
household purchasing power.

e Speed up structural reforms to promote innovation and productivity growth by
cutting administrative red tape (e-government), reducing policy uncertainty around
the energy transition, and supporting the expansion of venture capital.

e Continue to press the banking sector to accelerate restructuring plans to bolster
profitability and reduce risks.

e Expand the macroprudential toolkit and urgently address data gaps to allow for a
fuller assessment of financial stability risks.
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CONTEXT

1. Germany has experienced nearly a decade of solid growth and an unprecedented
decline in unemployment. This strong performance followed a series of labor market reforms in
the mid-2000s, a long period of balance sheet repair in the non-financial corporate sector, sustained
improvement in public finances, and continued high household saving. Germany also became
deeply integrated into global value chains, particularly in Eastern Europe. The result of these trends
has been a rapid decline in public and private debt and the lowest unemployment rate since
reunification.

2. The benefits of this strong economic performance have not been evenly shared,
contributing to external imbalances. German wage growth has been meager for much of the past
20 years and has accelerated only recently. Over this period, income growth has been more
pronounced at the top of the income distribution while purchasing power has stagnated at the
bottom. In addition, a rising share of national income took the form of savings inside the corporate
sector, particularly in family-owned and -managed firms, whose ownership is highly concentrated
among wealthier households (see Selected Issued Paper “Wealth Inequality and Private Savings in
Germany”). This depressed private consumption, as higher-income households have a high
propensity to save, and, together with fiscal consolidation, fueled the rise in the current account
surplus (see Box 1).

Figure 1. Germany: Evolution of Unemployment and Stagnation of Lower Incomes
Unemployment Rate, 2019Q1

(Percent, seasonally-adjusted) Real Disposable Household Income - Median and Below
12 12 (Percent, cumulative change since 2000)
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Source: DIW SOEP.
3. Germany faces significant medium-term challenges. The labor force is about to decline

as the population ages; productivity growth is low; and investment growth has been weak until very
recently. All of these factors will weigh on potential output. Moreover, Germany will need to adapt
to technological change as digitalization and innovation become increasingly important drivers of
value added. Regarding energy transition, Germany is on track to meet its renewable energy target.
But building the necessary internal electricity transmission capacity remains a challenge. At the same
time, there is still uncertainty about how the ambitious goals to cut greenhouse gas emissions will
be met.

4 INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
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N OUTLOOK AND RISKS

Growth Slowdown Amid Sound Fundamentals

4. The economy slowed sharply in the second half of 2018, reflecting both temporary
and structural factors. The slowdown reflected a mixture of special circumstances (e.g., disruptions
in car production related to the rollout of new emission tests following the new Worldwide
Harmonized Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP), slower river transportation due to drought, etc.)
and weak external demand, which hit Germany's export-dependent economy particularly hard. Net
exports contributed negatively to growth in 2018 as the large drop in exports in Q3 was only
partially made up in Q4. Investment in equipment and construction remained robust while private
consumption softened in the second half of the year despite strong labor market conditions. GDP
growth bounced back in 2019 Q1, driven by strong domestic demand (vehicle purchases returned to
trend and investment was robust). However, the latest high frequency indicators are mixed as
foreign demand remains lackluster.

5. Wage growth continued to pick up, but underlying inflation remained subdued.
Despite stalled output growth in 2018H2, employment continued to rise, bringing the
unemployment rate to new record lows, and reported labor shortages are widespread. The tight
labor market pushed wage growth above 3 percent in the second half of the year. Reflecting the still
relatively strong cyclical position and increasingly binding capacity constraints, real wages also grew
faster than productivity, resulting in an uptick in the labor share. As in other advanced economies,
inflation pressures remained subdued despite rising wage growth: core inflation has been hovering
around 1%z percent.

6. In 2018, Germany recorded its largest fiscal surplus since reunification, marking the
fifth consecutive year of surplus. The general government surplus rose to 1.7 percent of GDP,
from 1 percent of GDP in 2017, reflecting once again revenue overperformance and underspending
due in part to the delay in forming the coalition government. Public investment increased by almost
8 percent in nominal terms, but only by 0.1 percentage point of GDP due to the low base. As a
result, the fiscal stance (measured by the change in structural primary balance) was moderately
contractionary, instead of expansionary as projected in the 2018 Article IV report. Public debt fell to
60.9 percent of GDP at end-2018.

Large External Imbalances Adjusting Slowly

7. The current account (CA) surplus has gradually come down but remains substantially
stronger than implied by medium-term fundamentals and desirable policy settings.

e The surplus fell by 0.7 ppt of GDP in 2018 to 7.3 percent of GDP, continuing a gradual
downward trend from its 2015 peak of 8.5 percent of GDP. The underlying decline in net
exports was broad-based across destinations, but more pronounced with respect to non-EU
trading partners, reflecting slowing external demand and terms-of-trade worsening. Import

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 5
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growth was robust on the back of higher investment. In cyclically-adjusted terms, the current
account surplus remains 3.6-5.6 percentage points higher than the value implied by
fundamentals and desirable policies (staff assesses the current account norm at 2—4 percent of
GDP for Germany).

* Non-financial corporate (NFC) net lending (the difference between NFC saving and investment),
responsible for most of the surge in Germany’s current account since 2011, came down
substantially since its 2015 peak while government net lending increased (see paragraph 15 for
additional details).

e The Net International Investment Position (NIIP) climbed to 60.6 percent of GDP at end-2018,
with the rise relative to 2015 entirely explained by higher net portfolio investment.

e The real effective exchange rate remains 8-18 percent undervalued in 2018. It had appreciated
by 2 percent in 2018 but depreciated by 1.3 percent in the months up to May 2019, reflecting
exchange rate movements against the dollar and other major trading partners (see Annex I).

Financial Vulnerabilities on the Rise

8. Credit growth picked up moderately, supporting domestic demand. After a long period
of corporate deleveraging and borrowing restraint by households, mortgage and NFC credit growth
accelerated to a pace modestly faster than nominal GPD growth in 2018. For NFCs, this led to a
slight rise in leverage after many years of decline (Figure 2). There is evidence that new credit to
NFCs is increasingly channeled to relatively riskier firms', and lending standards have been eased, as
suggested by the Bank Lending Survey (Figure 14, top right panel).

Figure 2. Germany: Bank Credit to the Nonfinancial Sector

Bank Credit to the Nonfinancial Sector NFC Levarage Ratios
(Percent)

(Annual growth, percent)
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Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, Haver Analytics, and IMF staff calculations.
1/ Nonfinancial corporations' total liabilities divided by shares and other equity.

' See, for example, Figure 2.5.4. of the April 2018 Global Financial Stability Report.
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9. The “low-for-long” interest rate environment is putting further pressure on the
financial sector’s profitability. Yields on German government bonds have turned negative/scarcely
positive across maturities and the yield curve has flattened. This reflects both a more dovish outlook
for policy interest rates as well as the increasing scarcity of German government bonds (the euro
area’s safe asset). With interest rates set to remain low for even longer, the profitability of banks and
insurance companies—already challenged by high costs and slow progress with restructuring—is
expected to come under renewed pressure.

Near-term Recovery with Risks Looming

10. The near-term outlook is for a gradual return of output to trend, but is subject to
significant uncertainty. Staff's baseline assumes that the weak external environment will weigh on
exports but that domestic demand will strengthen. Private consumption growth is expected to
recover, supported by continued strong labor market conditions and fiscal measures (e.g., income
tax relief, family support). Given high capacity utilization and replacement needs, private non-
residential investment is expected to expand, but at a slower pace than last year. Investment in
construction, both residential and commercial real estate, is expected to continue to be strong.
Despite the growth slowdown, staff assesses the output gap to be moderately positive in 2019,
reflecting several years of above-potential growth alongside still-low potential growth (as a result of
both slowing potential labor force growth and slowing contributions from capital accumulation). The
positive output gap is expected to lead to modest upward pressure on core and headline inflation.
Recent bargaining agreements suggest that wages will continue to grow at a solid pace in the
coming quarters. With low interest rates, alongside the banking system’s large deposit base and
ample liquidity, credit is expected to continue to expand to support economic growth.

11. Unfavorable demographics, low productivity growth, technological change, and the
energy transition are expected to weigh on growth over the medium term. Growth is projected
to decelerate to 1.1 percent by 2024 and the output gap is projected to gradually close. Both
headline and core inflation should reach 2.2 percent by 2022. With the labor market expected to
remain tight amid a declining labor force, wage growth should continue to accelerate.

12. The CA surplus is expected to continue narrowing but remain large over the medium
term. The decline is expected to proceed at a slow pace as net exports continue to trend downward,
underpinned by solid domestic demand and a gradual realignment of price competitiveness. In the
medium term, the projected CA surplus would remain large, absent further policies to enhance
investment and reduce excess saving. Consistent with the projected path for continued CA
surpluses, the NIIP is expected to exceed 80 percent of GDP in the medium term.

13. Germany's export-dependence and financial openness make it particularly vulnerable
to external shocks. Risks are tilted to the downside, especially given the uncertain external
environment (see Annex ).

e Asignificant rise in global protectionism, a more pronounced China slowdown or a no-deal
Brexit would hurt Germany's exports and FDI, possibly disrupt supply chains, and weigh on
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domestic investment and productivity. Such disruptions could prove particularly harmful to the
auto industry (see Box 2 on the impact of a US tariff on cars).

o Tighter global financial conditions and a return of sovereign debt concerns in the euro area
may trigger sharp corrections in already stretched valuations across asset classes. While
German government bonds may benefit from safe-haven flows, other asset classes (real estate,
equity markets) would likely be adversely affected.

e Domestically, lack of progress in revamping bank business models could lead to financial
distress in major banks, with potentially adverse external spillovers.

e On the upside, wage growth could pick up faster than currently anticipated, investment could
again surprise positively, and fiscal policy could be more expansionary than anticipated in the
next year, with some positive external spillover.

e Inthe longer term, risks revolve around structural challenges. Lack of progress in adapting to
the technological and digital revolution could undermine Germany’s position as an innovation
leader. Specifically, German automakers’ failure to shift to new technologies (e.g., hybrid and all
electric models) could lead to an erosion of the global market share of German cars. A stalled
structural reform agenda and unresolved bank legacy and profitability problems may also
rekindle stress in the euro area and weigh on investment in Germany. Failure to durably reverse
rising anti-euro/EU sentiment in Europe and anti-globalization forces worldwide could
negatively affect growth.

Authorities’ Views

14. The authorities broadly shared staff’s assessment of the near-term macroeconomic
outlook and risks. The predominant view is that the positive growth surprise in Q1 2019 should be
seen as temporary. Manufacturing output stagnated in Q1. The authorities expect weakening
foreign demand to continue to cloud the outlook, with recent international developments on trade
policy interpreted as a sign that further escalation is likely. Recent estimates for growth in 2019 by
the authorities are weaker than staff's, implying a more pronounced slowdown in the rest of the
year. The authorities also share staff's assessment of risks and stressed that domestic demand could
be affected by a prolonged exports slump given the very open nature of the German economy.
Medium-term challenges for the automotive industry in a rapidly changing technological
environment, and implications for the rest of the manufacturing sector were also seen as important.

8 INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
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I POLICY DISCUSSIONS

Germany's key economic challenge is to raise its long-term growth potential while rebalancing its
economy. Projected demographic headwinds, low labor productivity growth, and a challenging energy
transition call for raising investment in human and physical capital, promoting innovation and labor
supply, and advancing structural reforms. After several years of stagnant real disposable income
growth for low- and middle-income households, strong wage growth needs to continue to help the
economy to rebalance. There is also scope to reduce the tax burden on labor income, which is
particularly high in the lower-middle income brackets, to reduce disincentives to labor supply and
boost household purchasing power. These multi-pronged policies would boost the country’s productive
capacity while at the same time supporting rebalancing and helping to ensure that the benefits of
higher growth are shared more evenly.

A. Addressing External Imbalances by Restoring Household Purchasing
Power

15. Sizable and growing corporate net lending, together with fiscal consolidation, has been
a key contributor to Germany’s rising current account surpluses. NFC net lending rose from
-1.5 percent of GDP in 2001 to 3.8 percent in 2015 (the peak), contributing the bulk of the surge in
the current account surplus since 2000. The increase in NFC net lending was driven by rising gross
saving (notably by family-owned firms) as firms both reduced debt and increased holdings of cash
and other liquid assets.? In turn, the surge in gross saving was initially driven by rising profits, on the
back of wage restraint and a falling labor share. Since 2008, however, it mostly reflected falling
dividend payout ratios amid stable profitability. After peaking in 2015, the NFC net lending position
has come down substantially, driven by lower profitability (due in part to higher wage growth),
higher dividend payout ratios, and a modest pickup in investment. Over the past decade,
government net lending has also risen markedly as a result of fiscal consolidation.

16. Household disposable income has Household Consumption and Disposable Income
stagnated for households in the lower half of . (Percentoraon e
the income distribution, depressing 64 -

consumption. In tandem with rising corporate net | &3

lending, household disposable income—while :

- 56
55

growing in real and nominal terms—has declined 60 4

relative to GDP by about 6.2 percentage points 59 o Mo

——Disposable Income L5

since 2005 (see Selected Issues Paper). The decline >8 -=-Consumption (RHS) .
. . . . . 57 [

in the household disposable income ratio is s -
concentrated in the lower half of the income 335599853 39559335353283%
58825855558525823z823:3¢%

distribution (Figure 3), where the propensity to

Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, Destatis, and IMF staff calculations.

2 Please see Annex VIl of “Germany: Staff Report for the 2018 Article IV Consultation” and “The Rise of German
Corporate Savings” (IMF working paper, forthcoming) for details on the sources and uses of German NFC saving.
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consume is the highest. As a result, private consumption as a share of GDP also dropped from about
55 percent on average between 1995 to 2005, to 51 percent at the end of 2017. Bringing household
disposable income to GDP ratio back to its 2005 level (63 percent) through wage growth alone
would require nominal wage growth to exceed annual nominal GDP growth by around 1.5
percentage points each year for over a decade.

Figure 3. Germany: Evolution and Distribution of Real Income
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17. Widening top income inequality may also help explain high private savings and the
rising current account surplus (see Box 1). Home and equity ownership rates in Germany are the
lowest in the euro area, particularly among middle- and lower-income households. At the same time,
the large net wealth of German firms is highly concentrated among the top of the wealth distribution
due to the dominance of family-ownership and -control of Mittelstand firms. High corporate savings,
therefore, partly reflect savings of wealthy

German households accumulated within CA Balance and Top Income Inequality
firms due to preferential tax treatment.? 31 (Percent .
Staff analysis shows that German firms 30 —Top10 income share .
owned (and managed) by a small number 29 ==~CA balance (rhs) )
of families tend to save more than other Py N N Al 6

firms, and more than similar private firms 2!

in the Euro area.* As the marginal
propensity to save is very high among

26
25
24

wealthy households, the rise in corporate 2 = -2
profits has contributed to higher top 2 4
. . . . . . o~ < 3 o o o < O [<e] o [gV] < e}
income inequality, increasing private & & &8 & 8 8 8 8 8 5 5 5 o

— — — — o o o [oV] o [oV] o [oV] [aV]
SaVingS and bOOSting the current account Sources: World Inequality Database and Haver Analytics.
surplus.

18. Policies that boost disposable incomes particularly among middle- and low-income
households could help speed up external rebalancing, while also fostering more inclusive
growth. Faster wage growth, which would be in line with the tight market conditions, would be the
most direct way to boost disposable income. This would particularly benefit low- and middle-
income households, who mainly rely on labor income to finance their consumption. Recent increases
in wage growth are therefore welcome and the authorities should encourage robust wage growth in
their public communications. Given the tightness of the labor market and the moderate level of the
minimum wage, stronger increases in the minimum wage could also be contemplated at the next
revision in 2021. Policies on the tax side can also be used to support the purchasing power of
middle and lower-income earners (see below).

3 This refers mainly to inheritance tax treatment of business wealth. The top personal income tax rate is very close to
the combined corporate income and dividend tax rates (see Selected Issues Paper “Tax Pressures and Reform
Options” accompanying this Staff Report).

4 See "The Rise of German Corporate Savings”, IMF working paper, forthcoming and Selected Issues Paper on
“Wealth Inequality and Private Savings in Germany” accompanying this Staff Report.
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Authorities’ Views

19. The authorities emphasized that the current account surplus had been declining (as a
share of GDP) since 2016 and is expected to fall further. At the same time, they view its relatively
high level in the medium term as consistent with Germany’s demographic structure. Non-financial
corporate savings are not expected to rise further as equity and liquidity buffers have reached
comfortable levels. The authorities acknowledged that increased dispersion in household disposable
income had contributed to the large current account surplus and pointed to the recent pick up in
wage growth as a welcome development in this context. Additionally, recent fiscal measures that
offer social contribution and income tax relief, and increased family benefits, should have a positive
effect on lower incomes and support household consumption. The authorities agreed on the need
to promote the economy’s long-run growth potential, especially by upgrading the digital
infrastructure and fostering innovation.

20. The authorities acknowledge the relatively high concentration of wealth and
divergence of household incomes but pointed to other aspects of the German economy that
are relevant in this context. They pointed to latest survey data showing that the degree of wealth
inequality has slightly declined, though it remains among the highest in the euro area. They viewed
the concentration of business wealth as reflecting the stable ownership structure of the Mittelstand,
which is often family-controlled, and is seen as the backbone of the German economy. Though
wealth inequality is high, income redistribution is provided through the tax and benefit system.

B. Fiscal Policy to Boost Potential Growth and Support Rebalancing

21. Fiscal policy is set to turn expansionary in 2019, yet fiscal space will remain substantial
in the medium term. The 2019 budget includes measures to increase family support and public
investment, as well as income tax relief—in the form of a higher basic tax allowance and correction
of bracket creep—worth 0.2 percent of GDP per year, resulting in a moderate fiscal expansion of
about % percent of GDP. Looking farther ahead, staff projects that the structural surplus will
decrease from 1.2 percent of GDP in 2018 to about %2 percent of GDP in 2021-22 on the basis of the
package of fiscal measures agreed when the government coalition was formed last year. However,
fiscal space in relation to the Stability and Growth Pact’'s (SGP) medium-term objective (MTO)
remains substantial (more than 1 percent of GDP over the medium term). In contrast to the
European rules, which set limits on the general government structural deficit, Germany’s national
rules ("debt brake”) set limits on the structural net borrowing for the central and state governments.
Budget surpluses in recent years have allowed the central and many state governments to build up
reserves. By financing expenditures with these reserves, constraints from national rules will not be
binding at least for some time, so the relevant constraint for now is the MTO. The public debt ratio is
expected to cross the 60 percent of GDP benchmark this year and will continue to decline rapidly
over the projection period (see Annex lll).
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Germany: General Government Operations, 2018-24
(Percent of GDP)
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Est. Proj.
Structural Balance
Staff projection 1/
2018 Article IV 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2*
Current 1.2 0.7 0.7 0.4 04 0.7 0.8
Authorities' projection, latest 14 3/4 1/2 1/2 1/4 1/2
SGP Medium Term Objective 2/ -0.5 -0.5 -0.5 -0.5 -0.5 -0.5 -0.5
Fiscal Buffer in Relation to the Fiscal Rules 3/ 1.7 1.2 1.2 0.9 0.9 1.2 1.3
Primary Structural Balance 2.2 1.5 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.2 1.3
Implied Fiscal impulse 4/ -0.2 0.6 0.0 04 0.0 -0.1 -0.1

Sources: Ministry of Finance, Bundesbank, Federal Statistical Office, and IMF staff estimates and projections.

* Refers to 2023

1/ Staff's projections use the information of the latest available government medium term financial plan, adjusted for the
differences in the IMF staff's macroeconomic framework.

2/ The current SGP's MTO until 2023, and the same MTO is assumed to remain in 2024.

3/ Calculated as the difference between the current staff projected structural balance and the SGP's MTO.

4/ Negative of the difference between the projected primary structural balance in each year and that of the year before.

22. Germany's fiscal space should be used to support potential growth and rebalancing.
Using fiscal tools and resources to invest in physical and human capital, incentivize innovation, and
bolster labor supply would help Germany confront its long-term challenges and support external
rebalancing by stimulating domestic demand in the short term.

e There is scope to reform the tax system to make it more growth friendly. Germany's labor
taxation (including the tax wedge) is high and a high marginal tax rate takes effect at relatively
low wage levels. Further tax relief for low-income households could boost their disposable
income and support domestic demand. In addition, reducing the high effective marginal tax
rate for second earners, for example by replacing the current income splitting system with a tax
allowance or credit for couples, can promote full-time female labor force participation.> Further
expanding the provision of care for children under three years of age would also help women
work longer hours. To compensate for revenue shortfalls, reforming property and inheritance
taxes, could be considered. Such reforms would also help reduce excess saving and wealth
concentration.

e Incentivizing R&D would also help long-term growth. The government is currently proposing a
new tax incentive for R&D activities. According to this proposal, a tax credit up to €500,000 per

> See the Selected Issues Paper “Tax Pressures and Reform Options” accompanying this Staff Report for details.
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year will be provided for 25 percent of R&D costs up to €2 million starting in 2020. R&D
expenditures are widely seen as a key driver of productivity growth, and research has shown
that direct tax incentives targeting R&D inputs are more effective and efficient than “patent
box" regimes that offer a reduced tax rate on qualified income. A generous R&D tax credit
would support innovation and generate positive growth spillovers. The total envelope, currently
estimated at about €1% billion, could be further expanded.

To address infrastructure gaps, particularly at the local government level, rebuilding planning
capacity and enhancing coordination across levels of government will be critical. About two-
thirds of public investment is executed by local governments. However, in the past, local
governments prioritized fiscal consolidation at the expense of public investment (see Annex VI).
More recently, budget surpluses have alleviated financial constraints in most localities. The
ongoing reform of federal fiscal relations and financial support (such as the Municipal
Investment Promotion Fund and Digital Infrastructure Fund), as well as technical support by
Partnerschaft Deutschland have facilitated the execution of public investment at the municipal
level. As a result, public investment growth accelerated in 2018 and the share of total
government investment implemented by municipalities also picked up. However, capacity
constraints and price pressures in the construction industry have emerged as new obstacles.
Addressing these will require rebuilding planning capacity and stronger coordination across
various government levels to ensure that larger and longer-term projects are implemented.

Fiscal adjustment from 2011 1o 2017

Figure 4. Germany: Fiscal Positions at Lander Level
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23.

14

Fiscal policy should play its role if downside risks materialize. In case of a more
protracted economic downturn, the government should let automatic stabilizers operate fully and, in
addition, fully use its fiscal space. In the event of a severe economic downturn, depending on the
size and nature of the shock to the economy, invoking the escape clause under both European and
national fiscal rules could be appropriate to expand fiscal space, support the German economy, and
contribute to a synchronized fiscal expansion.
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24. In the face of changes in the international tax environment, Germany should preserve
the competitive corporate tax system while not engaging in damaging tax competition.
Germany has been a leader in implementing anti-tax avoidance measures. There are, however,
adjustments to various provisions—notably regarding controlled foreign corporations—which could
be beneficial. Looking ahead, the Franco-German proposal of minimum tax will benefit Germany,
with internationally coordinated solutions particularly powerful. However, its modalities need to be
developed further and implementation issues need to be resolved, some of which are specific to
Germany (see Selected Issues Paper).

Authorities’ Views

25. The authorities argued that most of the space under the fiscal rules would be used; in
the case of a severe downside scenario further fiscal stimulus would be considered. The
authorities highlighted that their fiscal priorities, reflected in the government coalition agreement,
are to boost productivity and growth potential through investment in infrastructure, education, and
research. They also stressed that additional fiscal space would be limited, as their tax revenue
projections for the coming years were much lower than staff's. On public investment, Ministry of
Finance officials noted that the improved fiscal position of all Lander and most municipalities in
recent years is now bearing fruit as consolidation is giving way to higher investment. They added
that the recent amendment to the Basic Law, allowing the federal government to provide financial
assistance to Lander in key investment areas, would further boost public investment in education
and infrastructure. However, capacity constraints and strong price increases in the construction
sector were limiting the speed of the progress. Some Lander governments, however, viewed the
national fiscal rule as restricting their investment over the long term. In the event of a severe
downturn, the authorities confirmed that they would not be constrained by the fiscal rules and
would provide stimulus to the economy depending on the nature of the slowdown.

26. The authorities stressed their commitment to preserving Germany's competitive and
socially equitable tax system. The government emphasized that several tax relief measures,
including a higher basic tax allowance and compensation of bracket creep in 2019/2020 and the
reduction in the solidarity surcharge from 2021, will boost disposable incomes particularly for low-
and middle-income households. However, further reducing the labor tax wedge would be
challenging given the increasing aging-related fiscal costs as well as government measures
regarding the social security schemes. On corporate taxation, the authorities stressed that corporate
tax reforms should ensure growth-friendly and fair conditions for all businesses, noting that the new
R&D tax credit would help in this regard. At the current juncture, there are no plans to raise revenue
by reforming property or inheritance taxes. However, work is underway on a revenue-neutral
proposal to reform the immovable property tax regime by updating property valuations.

27. The authorities emphasized their commitment to seek collaborative solutions to
international tax issues. They lamented harmful international tax competition and emphasized
their commitment to improving anti-tax avoidance measures. They are seeking cooperation at the
G20, OECD and EU level for the joint German-French minimum tax proposal, including fair and
effective taxation of large digital companies.
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C. Boosting Productivity Growth and Private Investment

28. As in other advanced countries, Germany’s labor productivity growth has been
declining over the last two decades (Figure 5, left panel). The decline is broad based, including in
the manufacturing sector (Figure 5, right panel). Within the manufacturing sector, productivity
growth has been relatively high in the automotive sector, where robot density has also intensified.®
Productivity growth also tends to be higher among large firms compared to small- to medium-sized
firms.

Figure 5. Germany: Labor Productivity Growth
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Sources: Destatis, Haver Analytics, OECD, and IMF staff calculations

1/ Numbers in parentheses indicate the shares of individual sectors' GVA in total economy GVA.
2/ Trade, transportation, and hotels.

3/ Information and communications.

4/ Public service, education, and health.

29. Supply-side constraints—both in labor and capital—seem to be increasingly binding.
Reported labor shortages are widespread amid a declining working-age population (15-64
years old) (Figure 6, top panels). A new immigration law, which aims to attract skilled labor from
outside of the EU, can provide some relief. However, more policy action is needed to prolong
working lives and encourage labor force participation. Supply-side constraints are also evident in
high capacity utilization rates amid a decline in of the stock of machinery and equipment in percent
of GDP (Figure 6, bottom panels). The level of business investment in Germany is lower than that in
peers—possibly reflecting concerns about future growth, red tape, and lack of skilled workers (see
Annex VII).

6 “German Robots — The Impact of Industrial Robots on Workers" (Institute for Employment Research, 2017).
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Figure 6. Germany: Supply-Side Constraints
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Sources: Destatis; European Commission, "Business and Consumer Surveys;" Haver Analytics; United Nations, "World Population
Prospects: The 2017 Revision;" and IMF staff calculations.

1/ The difference between the percentages of respondents giving positive and negative replies.

2/ Estimated based on the ratio of nominal net capital stock to nominal GDP in 1991, which is extended with the growth rates of real
capital stock of equipment and real GDP.

30. Upgrading the digital infrastructure, pushing ahead with the e-Government project,
and reducing uncertainties about energy transition are key to raising productivity and
domestic investment while supporting external rebalancing.

» Upgrade nationwide digital infrastructure. Germany has so far made little progress in expanding
the coverage of high-speed fiber-optic internet at the national level, constraining productivity
growth. SMEs remain slow adopters of digital technologies. For example, only 5 percent of
SMEs in Germany use big-data analytics, compared to 10 percent in the EU as a whole. To
accelerate the upgrade, the government is committed to allocating up to €12 billion to build a
nationwide fiber-optic network by 2025. Regarding mobile communication, the ongoing
auctioning of 5G licenses (2 and 3.6 GHz) and expected allocation of the 88MHz spectrum in
2025 are expected to improve coverage. Auction proceeds of €6.5 billion will be added to the
Digital Infrastructure fund, which was created in 2018. In other areas, the government has
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31.

implemented a welcome initiative to provide SMEs with consultancy services to advance their IT
security, digital marketing, and digital processes. In August 2018, the government also created
the Agency for Innovation in Cybersecurity to develop new technologies to defend Germany's
digital infrastructure from cyberattacks.

Push ahead with e-Government. Cumbersome procedures to start a business and high
compliance costs are among the key challenges to entrepreneurship. The government should
further streamline regulations, while fully implementing the National e-Government Strategy.
Once implemented, the e-Government platform will provide public services at the federal and
local government levels on one interface, substantially reducing administrative burdens.

Reduce uncertainties about energy transition. Although Germany has made admirable progress
in some aspects of its energy transition, uncertainty about the strategy for completing the
transition seems to be adversely affecting business sentiment. Under current policies, Germany
is unlikely to meet its 2020 target on reducing greenhouse gas output. A carbon tax could be a
useful part of a comprehensive strategy, which the government is preparing.” Concerning
electricity from renewables, Germany is on track to reach its 2020 renewable energy target. Yet,
the rising share of renewables in electricity production in the absence of sufficient internal
transmission capacity is creating challenges for network management. To overcome this issue,
the Grid Expansion Acceleration Act was adopted in April 2019, simplifying the procedure for
grid expansion projects. The government has also introduced competitive auctions for
renewable energy aiming to help stabilize costs.

The government should also continue its support to promote innovation, enhance

competition, and expand the quality and quantity of labor supply.

Promote innovation. With a range of government initiatives, venture capital investment has
been rising over the last few years, returning to the pre-GFC level. Investment in start-ups by
non-venture capital companies, or investment in the form of venture debt has also been on a
rise. However, the relatively small size of venture capital funds continues to hinder the capital-
intensive scale-up stage. The government should continue its efforts to encourage scale-up of
funds, including through promoting fund-of-funds to attract institutional investors and
encouraging cross-border investment in the context of the EU-wide Capital Markets Union.
Introduction of generous incentives for R&D would also help entrepreneurship and innovation.®

Increase competition in business services and regulated professions. Liberalizing these sectors can
reduce the cost of doing business using these business services as inputs. In 2019, the
government plans to undertake a review of regulations in professional services, with the goal of
reforming the Professional Law in this area. Other professions, such as accountants, architects,

7 See "Fiscal Policies for Paris Climate Strategies — From Principle to Practice”, IMF Policy Paper: Washington DC.

8 The coalition agreement envisages at least 3.5 percent of GDP funding on R&D over 2019-22 but details are yet to
be decided.
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and engineers are also in need of reform. Competition in the railway sector is increasing in
freight and regional passenger trains, but the market share of new entrants for long distance
passenger train services remains low due to high track-access charges. To promote further
competition, the government plans to evaluate the Railway Regulation Act.

e Expand quality and quantity of labor supply. Increasing investment in education and life-long
learning can help ensure that Germany'’s labor force is equipped with the necessary skills in the
face of rapid technological change, as well as extend work lives. Addressing teacher
shortages—in vocational education and training, and primary education—is therefore urgent.
At 71 percent, Germany'’s old-age employment rate is relatively high. Yet, pension reforms to
explicitly link the statutory retirement age with life expectancy can further increase old-age
labor force participation by extending working years as life expectancy increases. According to
the EC, adjusting the pensionable age by two-thirds of the increase in life expectancy would
maintain the current ratio of 1:2 regarding the average time spent in retirement versus time
spent working, without reducing pension levels.® Refugee integration is gaining momentum,
with the employment rate of refugees from the top eight countries reaching about 33 percent
in November 2018, up by nearly 8 ppt from a year earlier.’® Continuing support to refugees to
improve German language proficiency and gain experience in German labor market norms, as
well as making selected qualifications transferrable would further accelerate integration.

Authorities’ Views

32. The authorities emphasized progress achieved in implementing their digital agenda
and in the transition to renewable energy.

e Regarding the digital infrastructure, the government has set out a clear strategy and allocated
financial resources to support a nationwide fiber-based gigabit network. Investment-friendly
regulation, in accordance with the European Electronic Communications Code, to incentivize
private investments is to be implemented by end-2020. The authorities highlighted severe
capacity constraints in the construction sector as a key challenge to implementation. The
government is preparing a master plan to expand mobile coverage and deploy 5G.

e Important government initiatives have been taken to accelerate energy transition. Among
others, the government published the Electricity Grid Action Plan in August 2018, laying out
strategy to expand the power grid by optimizing the capacity utilization of the existing grids
while expanding the grids. The government has also introduced measures to promote green
tech and reduce the cost of renewable energy. The forthcoming National Energy and Climate
Plan for 2021-30 will include concrete measures to attain the 2030 target on reducing

9 The Pension Commission is expected to provide a range of recommendations to enhance the sustainability of the
public pensions system while addressing pension adequacy by March 2020.

10 The eight countries comprise Afghanistan, Eritrea, Iraq, Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, Somalia, and Syria. The employment
rate reflects the proportion of a) workers in employment covered by social protection as well as those in marginal
employment, divided by b) number of people aged 15-64.
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greenhouse gas output, while steps to phase out of coal-fired power generation by 2038 are
under preparation. A carbon tax is under discussion in the government.

33. The authorities also highlighted ongoing efforts to support innovation and venture
capital. Government initiatives are guided by the “High-Tech Strategy 2025,” which lists six priority
areas (digital economy, sustainable economy and energy, innovative work environment, healthy
living, intelligent mobility, and civil security). To support innovation, especially of SMEs, the
government is drafting a bill on R&D tax credits. With a number of government initiatives, inter alia
jointly with the European Investment Fund and KfW Capital, venture capital investment has been
rising to pre-GFC levels, and the size of funds has also been growing. To further support venture
capital, the government plans to continue its co-investment strategy to crowd in private investment,
especially by institutional investors.

D. Shoring up Financial-Sector Profitability while Preventing Buildup of
Financial Risks

34. The continued “low-for-long” environment is exacerbating the profitability challenges
of German banks and life insurance companies.

» Low profitability continues to weigh on the banking sector, eroding banks’ ability to generate
capital organically and putting them at risk in the event of adverse earnings shocks. Large
German banks continue to underperform European peers in market valuation, reflecting high
operating costs, outdated IT systems, provisions for compliance violations, and in some cases
legacy costs from exposure to the shipping industry. Leverage remains very high, particularly at
the German global systemically important bank (G-SIB) and some Landesbanken. For small and
medium-sized banks, the low interest rate environment has continued to weigh on profitability
as they lag peers in developing alternative sources of income. The full adoption of Basel Ill—
especially the introduction of an output floor for internal risk models—is expected to
substantially increase German banks” minimum capital requirement.

e As of mid-2018, most German life insures’ solvency ratios were well above the 100 percent
threshold set by supervisors, although around two-thirds of them relied on transitional
measures and the dispersion was large. The prolonged low interest rate environment is forcing
life insurers to shift away from guaranteed-return products, yet such products are expected to
remain dominant in the next decade. At the same time, diversification of insurers’ investment
portfolios is proceeding only slowly, suggesting that the low interest rate environment will
continue to weigh on profitability for some time.

35. Supervisors should continue monitoring interest rate risk and press for faster progress
in implementing restructuring plans in both banking and insurance sectors. To boost
profitability, more decisive cost cuts—for example, by reducing branches and promoting
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digitization—are necessary for both banks and insurers. For large banks, restructuring plans are in
place but need faster implementation. Savings and cooperative banks should continue to develop
fee-based income and pursue further consolidation. Life insurers should continue to reduce the
share of guaranteed products while diversifying investment, for example in infrastructure projects or
foreign assets.

36. Real estate prices continue to rise rapidly while aggregate credit growth remains in
check.

e House prices in major cities have continued to rise rapidly, moving further into overvaluation
territory. Staff analysis suggests that house prices were overvalued in Germany’s main cities,
from 10-15 percent in Stuttgart and Dusseldorf to 25-30 percent in Hannover, Frankfurt and
Hamburg and more than 40 percent in Munich in 2017." The government has stepped up
efforts to increase housing supply, including by allocating €2 billion to build 100,000 new social
housing units during 2020-21, selling federally-owned properties to local authorities at reduced
prices to build affordable housing, and providing a special depreciation allowance for new
rental housing construction. The impact on house prices, however, is expected to be limited.

e Commercial real estate (CRE) prices have risen even faster than house prices (Figure 7, top right
panel) with a moderate decline in the yield on CRE investment (Figure 7, bottom left panel).
Price increases have been particularly large in the office sub-segment and banks’ exposure to
the sector has risen over the last three years, despite the sizable share of equity-based and
foreign-financed investment.

e These rapid price increases have not yet been accompanied by strong increases in credit
growth at the aggregate level. Credit growth accelerated to a pace slightly exceeding nominal
GDP growth, but the credit-to-GDP ratio remains low from a historical perspective and
compared with other advanced economies. Bank lending to CRE-related activities also appears
relatively small compared to the EU average, yet the impact of a sharp decline in CRE prices on
bank balance sheets could still be important as defaults on CRE tend to be higher than those
on residential real estate.’

™ Annex IX of the staff report for the 2018 Article IV Consultation for Germany.

12 The European Systemic Risk Board's “Report on vulnerabilities in the EU commercial real estate sector” (November
2018) indicates that German banks’ lending for real estate activities and construction is about 6 percent of GDP in Q4
2017, which is around half of the EU average.
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Figure 7. Germany: Residential and Commercial Real Estate Indicators
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Sources: BulwienGesa AG, Deutsche Bundesbank, MSCI, and IMF staff calculations.

1/ Defined as net operating income to property assetvalue. Sample includes Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Ireland, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, and the US.

2/ Based on the classification proposed by the ESRB. The growth rate for 2009 is distorted due to the reclassification of
property developers' loans from housing and real estate activities to the construction sector.

3/Purchase, sale and management of commerdal real estate, facility management enterprises.

37. Macro-financial vulnerabilities are mounting nonetheless. Low default rates have led to
a decline in banks' loan loss provisioning (Figure 8, left panel). According to the Bundesbank’s
analysis, German banks’ average tier 1 capital ratio would be lower by around 2 percentage points if
they used historical level of risk provisioning (Figure 8, right panel). At the same time, banks that rely
on internal models to calculate regulatory capital have reduced risk weights and there is evidence of
“search for yield” behavior. These trends, alongside rising real estate prices and weak bank
profitability, point to a rise in macro-financial vulnerabilities.
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Figure 8. German Banks’ Risk Provisioning and Tier 1 Capital Ratio
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Source: Duetsche Bundesbank
1/ Including generalized specific loan loss provisions.
2/ Assuming credit risk provisioning for each institution remains at the average for 1999-2010.

38. Activation of the counter-cyclical capital buffer (CCyB) is welcome. Given the build-up
of macro-financial vulnerabilities, a tightening of macroprudential policies is appropriate to enhance
resilience in the banking system. In May, the Financial Stability Committee recommended to raise
the CCyB by 0.25 percent and banks have 12 months from the beginning of Q3 2019 to meet the
new requirement. The relatively small increase in the CCyB should have limited impact on credit
supply which is only now recovering after nearly two decades of deleveraging.

39. Additional macroprudential action is needed to guard against imbalances in the real
estate sector.

e Urgently address data gaps. The Bank Lending Survey suggests that LTV ratios for new
mortgage loans have been relatively stable on an aggregate basis (Figure 9), yet lack of
granular loan information hinders a full assessment of potential financial stability risks in
specific market segments. It is essential that these data gaps be addressed.

e Consider prompt activation of the existing borrower-based measures. Absent granular data
alongside the prolonged rise in house prices, the authorities should consider implementing an
LTV cap and amortization requirements on mortgages.
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e Expand the macroprudential toolkit. Germany Figure 9. Germany: Change in LTV for
currently lacks income-based instruments for New Mortgage Loans
residential and CRE lending or other borrower- (Percent balance)
based instruments for CRE lending.” The 35

.. . . . 30
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right time to consider expanding the toolkit.

40. In line with the 2016 FSAP recommendations, the authorities are strengthening
AML/CFT supervision, including for banks with cross-border operations. BaFin (the AML/CFT
supervisor for all German financial institutions) has appointed a “Special Representatives” to sit on-
site in one of the major banks to carry out audit functions. The representative reports directly to
BaFin and may be granted additional powers to take remedial actions within the bank, as deemed
appropriate. Within BaFin, specialized units have been set up to focus on the supervision of high-
risks banks (i.e. major banks with cross-border operations) which are subject to continuous AML/CFT
monitoring. Regarding cross-border operations, BaFin assesses, together with the external auditors,
implementation of group-wide policies by foreign branches and subsidiaries. Progress in this area
should continue, taking into account recently identified AML/CFT weaknesses across the Europe,
including by considering further integration of AML/CFT supervision at the European Union level.

Authorities’ Views

41. The authorities shared the view that risks to financial stability are building up, yet did
not see acute systemic risks. The prolonged favorable economic conditions and low-for-long
interest rate environment have increased the risk of underestimating credit risk, which is one of the
reasons why the German Financial Stability Committee has recently recommended the activation of
the CCyB from the third quarter of 2019. Based on the indicators and information available at this
point in time, the authorities saw no substantial increase in risks to financial stability stemming from
the flow of new housing loans which would require an activation of sector-specific demand-side
macroprudential policy tools, such as the LTV cap and amortization requirement. The authorities are
to review their macroprudential toolkit, and the need to introduce household income-based
instruments would be considered in this context. Appropriate borrower-based instruments for CRE
loans would need to reflect diverse CRE financing structures. The authorities agreed on the urgency
of closing data gaps. However, the currently ongoing ad hoc survey on real estate lending and

'3 The existing instruments—i.e., LTV cap and amortization requirement—can be applied to commercial residential
properties, but not to other forms of commercial properties.
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corporate credit underwriting standards was expected to provide some valuable information on
possible financial risks in specific segments of the economy.

42. The authorities broadly shared the view that banks and life insurance companies need
to accelerate their restructuring to boost profitability. Given the limited scope for higher
revenue under the low interest rate environment and intense competition, the authorities saw room
for restructuring and consolidation within the banking sector. At the same time, smaller banks
needed to consider increasing their fee and commission income. The German supervisory authorities
shared the view that the low interest rate environment presents challenges to the life insurance
sector but took comfort in the long transitional period (through 2031) for the full adoption of
Solvency Il. They were of the view that the needed reduction in guaranteed products was
proceeding slowly due to the large stock and long maturity of such products. They also highlighted
the importance of diversifying insurers’ investment portfolios—for example, in infrastructure
projects. The authorities indicated that efforts are underway to transpose the 5th EU Money
Laundering Directive into national law and prepare for the AML/CFT comprehensive assessment of
Germany by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in 2020, which may entail additional revisions to
the AML/CFT legal framework. The authorities welcome the advancement of AML/CFT supervisory
colleges at the EU level but see challenges in setting up a more centralized European supervisory
framework for AML/CFT.

E. Tackling the Supply-Side of Corruption

43. Germany has taken strong anti-bribery enforcement actions. The 2018 report of the
OECD Working Group on Bribery in International Business Transactions (OECD WGB)™ recognized
Germany as one of the highest enforcers of the OECD's Anti-Bribery Convention, having sanctioned
328 individuals and 18 companies in a total of 67 foreign bribery cases since 1999. Authorities have
been able to detect instances of foreign bribery through a range of sources, and in particular
through information provided by tax authorities. Investigative authorities have applied a broad
range of investigative tools and techniques, including mutual legal assistance, coordinated
investigations with tax authorities and joint investigative teams in multijurisdictional cases. In
addition, the authorities have taken a pragmatic approach to enforcement actions by using
alternative offences and a range of proceedings, including conditional resolutions with natural
persons. In addition, the OECD WGB commended Germany for the creation of a Federal Debarment
Register with mandatory debarment from public procurement.

44. The OECD WGB encouraged the authorities to continue with these efforts and
recommended strengthening enforcement actions against legal persons involved in foreign
bribery cases. The OECD WGB expressed concerns about insufficient and inconsistent enforcement
actions taken against legal persons, and encouraged efforts to take more effective, proportionate
and dissuasive sanctions against legal persons, including by going forward with the 2018 Coalition

14 The information contained herein does not prejudice the Working Group’s monitoring of the implementation of
the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention.
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Agreement Commitment to tie punitive fines more closely to the turnover of a legal person. It also
recommended that the authorities review their overall approach in holding companies liable,
including the principle of prosecutorial discretion of legal persons, the introduction of clear
guidance for self-reporting by companies and the possibility to introduce a system of conditional
resolution for legal persons. The OECD WGB also recognized the need to improve compilation of
statistics at either the Federal level or across regions to better monitor enforcement. Finally, the
OECD WGB emphasized the need to clarify the criteria for using non-trial resolution tools and, in
line with data protection rules, make their main elements public. A more comprehensive framework
for whistleblower protection should also be developed. Fund staff agrees with these
recommendations and urges the authorities to move forward in implementing them. The text above
was prepared based on a summary of the OECD WGB's Phase 4 Report of Germany in June 2018."

Authorities’ Views

45. The authorities welcomed the IMF's initiative to address supply side issues of
corruption. They noted that they had volunteered to be part of this assessment. Germany will be
presenting its Phase 4 two-year written follow-up report on progress in implementing the WGB's
recommendations at the WGB Plenary in June 2020. The authorities will continue to strengthen their
enforcement actions in relation to foreign bribery cases.

STAFF APPRAISAL

46. Germany's economic performance has been strong over the last decade, but its
benefits have been unevenly shared. The sharp decline in unemployment has been an important
success. However, as wage growth lagged behind, lower incomes stagnated, and a rising share of
national income took the form of savings inside the corporate sector. These trends, together with
fiscal consolidation after 2011, led to a sharp rise in the current account surplus.

47. More recently, Germany’s large imbalances started to slowly unwind, but further
strong wage growth is key for the economy to continue to rebalance. With the tight labor
market, wage growth picked up, and the labor share in national income began to recover. The
introduction of the national minimum wage in 2015 also bolstered wages for unskilled workers. The
current account surplus has fallen below its 2015 peak but remains well above the level consistent
with fundamentals in the medium-term. Faster wage growth, which would be consistent with the
very tight labor market, would help accelerate real exchange rate appreciation and speed up
external rebalancing, while also ensuring that the benefits of growth are widely shared.

48. The short-term outlook is for a gradual return of growth to trend, but risks are on the
downside. Real GDP growth slowed sharply in the second half of 2018, reflecting a mixture of weak
external demand and special circumstances, but the underlying momentum of domestic demand is

1> Germany will be presenting its Phase 4 two-year written follow-up report on progress implementing the WGB's
recommendation at the WGB Plenary in June 2020.
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still robust, driven by low unemployment, solid wage increases and investment, and supportive fiscal
policy. As a result, growth is expected to return to trend by the end of 2019. However, risks are
significant, including further escalation of trade tensions, a more pronounced China slowdown, a
disorderly Brexit, and renewed stress in the euro area.

49. Unfavorable demographics, weak productivity growth, and the challenges of the
energy transition will continue to weigh on long-term growth potential. As in other advanced
countries, Germany's labor productivity growth has been declining over the last two decades. On the
energy front, Germany is on track to meet its renewable energy target. At the same time, there is still
uncertainty about how the ambitious goals to cut greenhouse gas emissions will be met.

50. Remaining space under the fiscal rules should be used to strengthen the economy’s
growth potential. Including all of this year's budget measures as well as additional measures in the
coalition agreement, Germany's fiscal position is expected to remain well within the limits imposed
by the national and European fiscal rules, while the public debt ratio will continue to decline rapidly.
These budgetary resources should be deployed from 2020 onwards to strengthen the economy by
promoting innovation, expanding labor supply to counter population aging, and continuing to fill
infrastructure gaps.

51. There is scope to reform the tax system to make it more growth friendly and inclusive,
while incentivizing targeted business investment. Additional tax relief for low-income
households would, alongside continued wage growth, boost their disposable income and
consumption, supporting rebalancing. In addition, reducing the high effective marginal tax rate for
secondary earners could help promote full-time female labor force participation. Further expanding
childcare and after-school programs would also be important in this regard. Budgetary room for
these plans, if needed, could be created by reforming property and inheritance taxes. The
government’s new proposal of tax credits for R&D is welcome, but the total envelope could be
usefully expanded. In the face of changes in the global international tax environment, Germany
should maintain its position of leadership in implementing anti-tax avoidance measures and
preserve the competitive corporate tax system while not engaging in damaging tax competition.

52. Continuing to address infrastructure gaps, particularly at the local government level,
will require rebuilding planning capacity and better coordination across levels of government.
In the past, local governments (Ldnder and municipalities) prioritized fiscal consolidation at the
expense of investment. More recently, budget surpluses have alleviated financial constraints in most
localities, but capacity constraints and price pressures in the construction industry have emerged as
new obstacles. Stronger coordination across various government levels would help ensure that
larger and longer-term projects get under way. Local governments should work to rebuild planning
capacity.

53. Further policy action is needed to address medium-term challenges and lift long-term
growth potential. Initiatives to upgrade the digital infrastructure should be strengthened, and the
“National E-Government Strategy” should be implemented rapidly. There is scope for further scaling
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up venture capital by attracting institutional investors and encouraging cross-border investment in
the context of the EU-wide Capital Markets Union. A clearer strategy for curbing greenhouse gas
emissions would help reduce uncertainty about the energy transition. The introduction of a carbon
tax could be part of the solution.

54. It is imperative that banks and life insurance companies accelerate their restructuring
to boost profitability and resilience. The banking sector would benefit from further consolidation,
cost-cutting, and continued development of fee-based income. In the life insurance sector, low
interest rates challenge the sector’s resilience, and the replacement of conventional guaranteed
return products with other types of products needs to proceed faster. In this context, supervisors
should continue monitoring interest rate risk and progress in implementing restructuring plans in
both banking and insurance sectors.

55. As macro-financial vulnerabilities are building up, the recent activation of the counter-
cyclical capital buffer is welcome and additional action should be considered. Additional
actions to enhance resilience in the banking system and guard against potential imbalances in the
real estate market could include:

e Urgently addressing data gaps to enable a fuller assessment of possible financial stability risks.
The ongoing one-off bank survey on real estate lending and corporate credit underwriting
standards is a step in the right direction, but regular collection of granular data is needed for
effective macroprudential policy-making.

e Early implementation of the existing borrower-based measures (cap on the loan-to-value ratio
and amortization requirements) on residential mortgage lending to prevent the buildup of
vulnerabilities in the residential real estate sector.

e Expanding the toolkit by introducing income-based instruments (e.g., cap on debt-service-to-
income, cap on debt-to-income) residential loans and appropriate borrower-based measures
for CRE loans.

56. It is recommended that the next Article IV consultation take place on the regular
12-month cycle.
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Box 1. Corporate Saving, Top Income and Wealth Inequality, and External Imbalances’

The surging German CA surplus over the last two decades was CA Balance and Top Income Inequality
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' For more details, see Selected Issues Paper “Wealth inequality and private savings in Germany".
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Box 2. The Impact of Potential US Auto Tariffs on Germany

Germany was one of the major car and car parts Top-10 Car Exporters to United States (2017),
exporters to the United States in 2017, along with Breakdown by Source of Value Added
Canada, Mexico, and Japan. Five European ilions o Bollars

countries, including Germany, the UK, Italy, Sweden,
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however, embodied the value-added created not only
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countries in its supply chain.

The estimated trade-channel impact on Germany of a 25 percent US tariff on autos and auto parts is
around 0.15 percent of GDP when GVCs are fully considered.” Network analysis that aims to estimate the
trade-channel impact of such a trade shock through GVC linkages suggests that the imposition of US tariffs
on autos and auto parts would affect a broader group of countries than gross export data indicates.? The
analysis finds that, within Europe, Germany, Sweden, and Slovakia would be most adversely affected by the
US tariff shock (figure below left panel). For Germany, half of the impact is due to the direct effect of lower
car exports to the US and half is due to lower exports of intermediate goods used in car production in third
countries. The latter reflects Germany's strong GVC linkages (figure below right panel).3 Output losses can be
significantly larger for all countries once confidence effects and financial channels are taken into account
(see October 2018 WEO).
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Sources: EORA database, UNComtrade, and IMF staff calculations. Sources: EORA database, UNComtrade, and IMF staff calculations.

" The impact does not take into account confidence effects, retaliation, or trade diversion.
2 GVC data are from the Eora global supply chain database,
3 See IMF (2019) “Trade Tensions, Global Value Chains and Spillovers: Insights for Europe”, Departmental Paper.
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Figure 10. Germany: Growth Developments

Growth softened in the second half of 2018...
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...yet the labor market has continued to strengthened.
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Figure 11. Germany: Prices and Labor Market

Inflation temporary ebbed due to a lower
contribution of oil and food prices.
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...leading to a further increase in the unit labor costs...
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working age population would drop quickly, if net
immigration flows subside.
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Figure 12. Germany: Balance of Payments

The current account (CA) continued to edge
down in 2018 to 7.3% of GDP.
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while the government and households increased
savings.
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Decline in CA surplus mirrored a reduction in
portfolio investment, while other direct investment
edged up.
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The rebalancing was broad-based.
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The Net International Investment Position reached
almost 61 percent of GDP by end-2018.
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Following a moderate appreciation in 2017,
the REER broadly remained unchanged in 2018.
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Sources: Bundesbank, DOTS, GDS, Haver Analytics, IMF World Economic Outlook, and IMF staff calculations.

1/ The ULC-based REER is measured using ULC statistics for the manufacturing sector in Germany and 37 trading
partners, using the OECD System of Unit Labor Cost Indicators.
Note: EA5= Euro area economies (Greece, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain) with high borrowing spreads during the

2010-11 sovereign debt crisis.
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Figure 13. Germany: Fiscal Developments and Outlook

In 2018, the general government surplus reached
the highest since reunifiation...
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payments.
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Fiscal policy is expected to be expansionary during
2019-21...

General Government Structural Balances, Staff Projection
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30 C— Change in primary structural deficit | 30
25 e Structural balance 1 25
Structural primary balance
2.0 1 20
1.5 1 15
1.0 1 1.0
0.5 |_| 405
0.0 I_I I:l |_| [ [ = |:|J 0.0
-05 -0.5

2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

...supported by continued increases in direct taxes..

Tax Revenue and Social Security Contributions
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Public investment is picking up but from a low base.
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...yet general government debt is expected to come
down to below 45 percent of GDP by 2024.

General Government Fiscal Outlook, Staff Projection
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Sources: Federal Statistical Office, Ministry of Finance, and IMF staff calculations and projections.
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Figure 14. Germany: Credit Conditions and Asset Prices
Continued favorable lending rates... ... and looser lending standards ...
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.. together with higher demand for corporate ... led to a continued pickup in credit growth in 2018.
credit ....
Change in Credit Demand by Enterprises in the Next Germany: Lending by Monetary Financial Institutions
3 Months (Year-over-year growth rate)
(Net percentage of banks reporting stronger demand) 7 o 7
80 80 Contribution from loans to households
Euro area 5 mmmm Contribution from loans to NFCs 5
Total
= Germany
3 3
! HH\HHHHHHHHHHHHHHIH |
i |
-1 -1
-3 -3
N~ © OO O «— N N < 1n W N~ 0 O N I~ O O 0O AN M n 1D © O™~ 0O
T T T T TOTOTTOTOY T L TYTYTLNTYTTYOTOY
EEEEEEEEEEEN ESESESEEESEEESEQE
low and declining further... in 2018 following a six-year winning streak.
10-year Bond Yield: May 20, 2019 Stock Market Indices
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Sources: Bundesbank, BloombergFinance L.P, ECB, Haver Analytics, and IMF staff calculations.
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Figure 15. Germany: Recent Developments in the German Banking Sector

Investor sentiment towards Deutsche Bank
deteriorated, raising the bank's funding cost.
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The two largest banks keep trading at a discount to
European peers, ...
Price to Book Ratio, May 20, 2019
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compared to European peers.
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.. but leverage remains generally higher than
European peers.
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Commerzbank

UniCredit Bank

Hamburg Commercial...

36

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND




GERMANY

Figure 16. Germany: Housing Market Developments

Since 2010, residential prices have been rising faster
than income and rent, ...

.., in part due to an unexpected surge in immigration.
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Residential investment picked up in 2018, ... increase in new orders...

Real Estate Supply Indicators, December 2018

yet unfilled orders continued to rise amid a further
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..as housing supply remains short of the demand. Total transaction values are trending up, but the
number of transactions has been stable since 2011.
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Sources: bulwiengesa AG, Destatis, Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community, vdpResearch, Local Real
Estate Surveyor Comission, Haver Analytics, and IMF staff calculations.

1/The scenarios refer to those described in the 12th and 13th Coordinated Population Projections, published
respectively in 2009 and 2015.

2/ Includes condominiums, family houses, and land for housing construction.
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Figure 17. Germany: Product Market Competition, Innovation, and Digitalization

..With some professions remain more regulated
than in peer European countries.

Productivity growth in non-financial non-ICT
services have been low...
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Germany remains an innovation leader in Europe, . . .
L . . . ..with a relatively small venture capital...
although lowering its relative position since 2010...
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Sources: Akamai's State of the Internet 2017Q1 Report, Conference Board, Destatis, European Commission, OECD,
and IMF staff calculations.

1/ Includes new product development in the financial service industry, new architectural and engineering designs,
brand equity, training, and organizational capital.

2/ Includes software, databases, R&D, mineral exploration, artistic originals (copyrights and licenses).
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Table 1. Germany: Selected Economic Indicators, 2016-20

National accounts
GDP
Private consumption
Public consumption
Gross fixed investment
Construction
Machinery and equipment
Final domestic demand
Inventory accumulation 1/
Total domestic demand
Exports of goods and services
Imports of goods and services
Foreign balance 1/
Output gap (percent of potential GDP)

GDP

Private consumption

Public consumption

Gross fixed investment
Construction

Machinery and equipment
Final domestic demand
Inventory accumulation 1/
Total domestic demand
Exports of goods and services
Imports of goods and services
Foreign balance 1/

Unemployment
Unemployment rate 2/
Unemployment rate 3/

Prices and incomes
GDP deflator
Consumer price index (harmonized)
Consumer price index (harmonized), core
Compensation per employee (total economy)
Unit labor cost (total economy)
Real disposable income 4/
Household saving ratio (percent)

Projections
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

(Percent change, working-day adjusted)
2.2 2.5 1.5 0.7 13
1.9 2.0 1.1 1.4 1.0
4.0 1.6 1.0 1.3 1.5
34 3.6 2.7 2.9 2.9
35 3.8 2.5 2.9 2.9
2.1 4.6 4.4 2.6 3.1
2.6 2.3 1.4 1.7 1.5
0.3 -0.1 0.5 -04 0.0
2.9 2.2 19 1.3 1.6
2.1 5.3 2.2 1.7 3.6
4.0 53 34 3.0 43
-0.6 0.4 -0.3 -0.5 -0.1
-0.1 0.8 1.1 0.6 0.5

(Percent change, non-adjusted)

2.2 2.2
2.1 1.8
4.0 1.6
35 2.9
3.8 2.9
2.2 37
2.8 2.0
0.2 0.1
3.0 2.0
2.3 4.6
4.1 4.8
-0.5 0.3
4.2 3.8
39 3.5

(Percent change)

1.4 1.5
0.4 1.7
1.1 13
2.2 2.6
13 1.9
2.2 1.8
9.8 9.9

1.4
1.1
1.0
2.6
2.4
4.2
14
0.5
1.9
2.0
3.3
-0.4

(Percent)
34
3.2

1.9
1.9
14
3.0
2.8
1.7
10.4

0.7 1.7
13 1.4
13 2.0
3.1 34
43 3.6
2.7 35
1.7 2.0
-0.4 0.0
13 2.0
1.6 4.0
2.9 4.8
-0.5 -0.1
3.2 3.1
2.0 1.9
14 1.8
1.5 1.7
33 34
3.2 2.1
13 13
10.5 10.3
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Table 1. Germany: Selected Economic Indicators, 2016-20 (concluded)

Projections

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Public finances (Percent of GDP)
General government
Overall balance 5/ 0.9 1.0 1.7 1.0 1.0
Structural balance 1.1 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.7
General government debt 68.5 64.5 60.9 58.0 55.0
Federal government
Overall balance 5/ 0.4 0.2 0.5 04 0.2
Balance of payments (Percent of GDP)
Current account 8.4 8.0 73 7.1 6.7
Trade balance 6/ 8.0 7.7 6.5 6.5 6.3
Services balance -0.7 -0.7 -0.6 -0.5 -04
Primary income balance 2.4 2.4 2.7 2.4 2.2
Secondary income balance -1.3 -1.5 -1.4 -1.3 -1.3
Monetary data (Percent change)
Money and quasi-money (M3) 7/ 8/ 5.7 43 4.5
Credit to private sector 7/ 35 42 4.9
Interest rates (Period average in percent)
Three-month interbank rate 7/ -0.3 -0.3 -0.3
Yield on ten-year government bonds 7/ 0.2 0.4 0.4
Exchange rates
Euro per US$ 0.90 0.89 0.85
Nominal effective rate (2005=100) 9/ 98.6 100.1 102.5
Real effective rate (2005=100) 10/ 92.7 93.8 95.7
Memorandum Items:
Nominal GDP (billions of euros) 3159.8 3277.3 3386.0 3477.6 3604.6
Population growth (percent) 0.8 0.4 0.3
GDP per capita (thousands of euros) 384 39.6 40.8

Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, Federal Statistical Office, IMF staff estimates and projections.
1/ Contribution to GDP growth.

2/ ILO definition.

3/ National Accounts Concepts.

4/ Deflated by national accounts deflator for private consumption; not SWDA.

5/ Net lending/borrowing.

6/ Excluding supplementary trade items.

7/ Data refer to end of December.

8/ Data reflect Germany's contribution to M3 of the euro area.

9/ Nominal effective exchange rate, all countries.

10/ Real effective exchange rate, CPIl based, all countries.
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Table 2. Germany: General Government Operations, 2016-24
(Percent of GDP)

Projections

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Revenue 44.8 45.0 45.6 45.6 45.6 453 453 454 454
Taxes 23.2 23.4 23.7 23.7 23.8 23.5 235 23.5 235
Indirect taxes 111 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0
Direct taxes 12.1 124 12.7 12.7 12.8 125 12.5 125 12.5
Social contributions 16.6 16.7 16.9 17.0 17.0 17.1 17.1 17.2 17.2
Grants 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Other current revenue 4.9 4.7 5.0 4.8 4.7 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.5
Expense 43.9 44.0 44.0 44.6 44.6 44.6 44.5 445 44.4
Compensation of employees 7.5 7.5 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6
Goods and services 4.8 4.8 4.8 5.0 4.9 49 4.8 4.7 4.7
Interest 1.2 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.5
Subsidies 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8
Social benefits 239 239 23.8 24.2 24.2 24.5 24.7 24.9 24.9
Social benefits in kind 8.5 8.5 8.5 8.6 8.6 8.8 8.8 8.9 89
Social transfers 15.4 15.4 15.4 15.6 15.6 15.8 15.9 16.0 16.0
Pensions 8.9 8.8 8.8 9.0 8.9 9.0 9.0 9.1 9.1
Child benefits 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7
Unemployment benefits 13 13 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0
Other social transfers 4.6 4.7 4.7 4.9 4.9 5.0 5.0 5.1 5.2
Other expense 57 5.9 6.0 6.2 6.3 6.1 6.1 6.0 6.0
Gross public investment 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.4 24 2.4 24
Net acquisition of nonfinancial assets 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Net lending/borrowing 0.9 1.0 1.7 1.0 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.9
Primary balance 2.1 2.1 2.6 19 1.8 14 13 14 1.4
Memorandum items:
Structural balance 1.1 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.8
Change in structural balance 0.0 -0.1 0.3 -0.5 0.1 -0.3 0.0 0.2 0.2
Structural primary balance 2.3 2.0 2.1 1.5 15 1.1 1.0 1.2 13
Change in structural primary balance -0.2 -0.3 0.1 -0.6 0.0 -04 0.0 0.1 0.1
Public gross debt (Maastricht definition) 68.5 64.5 60.9 58.0 55.0 524 49.8 47.2 44.7

Sources: Bundesbank, Federal Statistical Office, Ministry of Finance, and IMF staff estimates and projections.
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Table 3. Germany: Medium Term Projections, 2016-24

Projections
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Real sector (Percentage change unless otherwise indicated, working-day adjusted)

Real GDP 2.2 2.5 1.5 0.7 1.3 1.5 14 1.3 1.1
Total domestic demand 2.9 2.2 1.9 13 1.6 1.8 1.6 14 13
Private consumption 1.9 2.0 1.1 14 1.0 15 13 1.2 1.1
Households saving ratio (in percent) 9.8 9.9 10.4 10.5 10.3 10.3 10.2 10.1 10.1
Foreign balance (contribution to growth) -0.6 0.4 -0.3 -0.5 -0.1 -0.2 -0.1 -0.1 -0.1

Output gap (percent of potential GDP) -0.1 0.8 1.1 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.2

(Percentage change unless otherwise indicated, non-adjusted)

Real GDP 2.2 2.2 14 0.7 1.7 1.5 14 1.3 1.1
Total domestic demand 3.0 2.0 1.9 13 2.0 1.8 1.6 14 13
Private consumption 2.1 1.8 1.1 13 14 15 13 1.2 1.1
Households saving ratio (in percent) 9.8 9.9 104 10.5 103 10.3 10.2 10.1 10.1
Foreign balance (contribution to growth) -0.5 0.3 -0.4 -0.5 -0.1 -0.2 -0.1 -0.1 -0.1

Output gap (percent of potential GDP) 03 0.9 1.2 0.6 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.7

(Percentage change unless otherwise indicated)

Employment (millions of persons) 411 415 417 42.0 422 423 42.3 422 422

Labor productivity (per employed person) 0.9 0.7 0.1 0.1 13 13 14 14 1.2

Consumer prices 0.4 1.7 1.9 14 1.8 1.9 2.2 2.2 2.2

Consumer prices (core) 1.1 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.7 1.9 2.2 2.2 2.2

Compensation per employee 2.2 2.5 3.0 33 34 35 3.6 37 3.7

External sector (Percent of GDP)

Current account balance 8.4 8.0 7.3 71 6.7 6.4 6.2 6.1 6.1

Trade balance (goods and services) 7.3 71 6.0 6.0 59 5.6 54 5.4 53

Net international investment position 50.8 54.4 60.6 66.9 704 73.7 76.8 79.7 82.5

General government

Overall balance 0.9 1.0 1.7 1.0 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.9

Gross debt 68.5 64.5 60.9 58.0 55.0 52.4 49.8 47.2 447

Sources: Federal Statistical Office, Bundesbank, and IMF staff estimates.
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Table 4. Germany: Balance of Payments, 2016-24
(Percent of GDP)

Projections
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Current account 84 8.0 73 7.1 6.7 6.4 6.2 6.1 6.1
Trade balance 73 7.1 6.0 6.0 5.9 5.6 54 54 5.3
Trade in goods 8.0 7.7 6.5 6.5 6.3 6.0 5.9 5.8 5.6
Exports 373 383 382 38.7 389 39.1 393 394 39.6
Imports 29.3 30.6 31.6 322 326 33.1 334 337 340
Trade in services -0.7 -0.7 -0.6 -0.5 -0.4 -04 -0.4 -0.4 -0.3
Exports 83 8.6 8.6 8.8 9.0 9.1 9.3 9.4 9.6
Imports 9.0 93 9.2 9.3 94 9.5 9.7 9.8 9.9
Primary income balance 2.4 24 2.7 2.4 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1
Receipts 6.7 6.5 6.4 6.0 5.6 5.2 53 5.5 5.7
Payments 4.4 4.0 37 3.6 34 3.1 3.2 34 3.6
Secondary income balance -1.3 -1.5 -1.4 -1.3 -1.3 -1.3 -1.3 -1.3 -1.3
Capital and Financial Account 8.3 8.6 6.8 71 6.7 6.4 6.2 6.1 6.1
Capital account 0.1 -0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Financial account 8.2 8.6 6.8 71 6.7 6.4 6.2 6.1 6.1
Direct Investment 1.3 1.5 1.3 14 14 13 14 14 1.3
Abroad 3.1 37 39 3.6 37 37 37 37 37
Domestic 1.8 2.3 2.6 2.2 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.4 2.4
Portfolio investment balance 6.3 6.1 33 4.7 4.2 38 39 3.8 38
Financial derivatives 0.9 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Other financial transactions -04 0.8 14 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.5
Change in reserve assets 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Net errors and omissions -0.3 0.7 -0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Sources: Bundesbank, Federal Statistical Office, IMF Statistics Department, and IMF staff estimates.
Note: Based on Balance of Payments Manual 6.
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Table 5. Germany: International Investment Position, 2010-18
(Percent of GDP)

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Assets 253.5 2534 264.7 245.8 260.8 258.9 261.5 255.3 252.9
Direct investment 474 48.5 53.0 53.7 55.9 59.0 59.3 59.2 61.5
Portfolio investment 741 68.1 75.8 791 86.2 87.5 89.4 89.5 85.1

Equity and investment fund shares 215 18.5 20.5 236 26.3 28.7 303 328 29.6

Debt securities 527 49.6 55.3 555 59.9 58.9 59.1 56.8 55.5
Financial derivatives (other than reserves) and employee stock options ~ 30.4 339 346 223 26.9 21.8 193 14.5 12.6
Other investment 95.3 96.1 94.4 85.7 86.3 85.3 87.9 87.0 88.6
Reserve assets 6.3 6.8 6.8 5.1 5.4 52 5.6 5.1 5.1
Liabilities 2279 230.2 236.2 2113 220.1 2125 210.7 200.9 192.3
Direct investment 35.1 358 39.8 41.0 41.2 41.9 422 424 436
Portfolio investment 87.5 87.1 923 87.2 90.0 86.4 82.6 77.8 69.2

Equity and investment fund shares 194 16.2 19.3 221 213 221 21.6 22.6 17.9

Debt securities 68.1 70.9 73.0 65.1 68.6 64.3 61.0 55.2 51.3
Financial derivatives (other than reserves) and employee stock options  30.5 344 344 21.9 27.7 223 20.3 14.9 13.2
Other investment 74.8 73.0 69.7 61.2 61.3 619 65.6 65.8 66.4
Net International Investment Position 25.6 232 285 345 40.6 46.4 50.8 54.4 60.6
Direct investment 123 127 13.2 12.7 14.8 171 171 16.9 17.9
Portfolio investment -13.3 -19.0 -16.5 -8.1 -3.8 1.2 6.8 11.7 15.9
Financial derivatives (other than reserves) and employee stock options ~ -0.1 -0.5 0.2 0.4 -0.8 -0.5 -0.9 -04 -0.5
Other investment 20.5 232 247 244 25.0 234 223 21.2 22.2

Sources: Deutsche Bundesbank, IMF Statistics Department, and IMF staff calculations.
Note: Based on Balance of Payments Manual 6.
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Table 6. Germany: Core Financial Soundness Indicators for Banks, 2013-18

(Percent)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Capital adequacy
Regulatory capital to risk-weighted assets 19.2 18.0 18.3 18.8 19.4 18.9
Commercial banks 189 17.2 173 17.9 18.8 18.1
Landesbanken 213 184 194 214 22.3 20.2
Savings banks 16.4 16.6 16.7 16.9 174 17.6
Credit cooperatives 16.6 17.4 176 17.7 17.6 17.5
Regulatory Tier | capital to risk-weighted assets 15.6 15.4 15.7 16.3 16.9 16.6
Commercial banks 16.1 15.5 15.5 16.0 16.7 16.0
Landesbanken 16.9 14.7 15.6 16.6 17.5 15.6
Savings banks 134 145 14.8 15.2 15.8 16.2
Credit cooperatives 12.0 13.5 141 14.5 14.8 15.0
Asset composition and quality
Sectoral distribution of loans to total loans
Loan to households 28.5 28.7 29.0 28.5 28.6 29.1
Commercial banks 229 223 22.2 20.9 20.8 214
Landesbanken 5.8 5.6 55 54 5.0 42
Savings banks 574 57.0 58.2 57.8 57.1 55.3
Credit cooperatives 69.3 69.8 68.8 68.2 67.0 66.0
Loans to non-financial corporations 15.6 15.2 15.2 14.9 15.1 15.7
Commercial banks 123 12.0 12.0 11.0 114 12.6
Landesbanken 224 22.5 235 241 233 22.2
Savings banks 22.0 21.7 22.4 23.1 24.0 25.1
Credit cooperatives 16.0 16.6 16.8 174 18.3 19.0
NPLs to gross loans 2.7 2.3 2.0 1.7 15
Commercial banks 18 14 1.2 1.2 1.1
Landesbanken 4.8 4.8 4.5 3.6 3.2
Savings banks 2.8 2.3 1.9 1.6 13
Credit cooperatives 2.8 24 2.0 18 1.6
NPLs net of provisions to capital 25.0 213 17.4 14.7 11.9
Commercial banks 133 8.5 6.9 9.2 5.5
Landesbanken 494 53.6 42.2 30.7 30.1
Savings banks 27.6 23.1 19.7 16.3 13.6
Credit cooperatives 26.8 22.6 19.5 17.3 15.9
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Table 6. Germany: Core Financial Soundness Indicators for Banks, 2013-18 (concluded)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Earnings and profitability
Return on average assets (after-tax) 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Commercial banks 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Landesbanken -0.1 -0.1 0.1 -0.1 0.1
Savings banks 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6
Credit cooperatives 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.6
Return on average equity (after-tax) 35 4.0 4.0 43 4.1
Commercial banks 35 35 22 32 2.8
Landesbanken -1.6 -1.5 1.9 -2.0 1
Savings banks 7.3 6.7 6.5 74 6.7
Credit cooperatives 11.0 8.6 74 8.4 7.1
Interest margin to gross income 719 754 75.0 71.2 69.5
Commercial banks 63.0 66.4 67.0 63.4 60.7
Landesbanken 78.5 89.9 82.5 74.9 73.9
Savings banks 80.0 79.8 782 76.4 73.9
Credit cooperatives 78.6 79.2 78.4 76.5 75.3
Trading income to gross income 4.9 2.9 2.9 24 4.5
Commercial banks 8.0 5.8 5.3 2.6 8
Landesbanken 12.5 1.2 5.4 10.2 11.5
Savings banks 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
Credit cooperatives 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
Noninterest expenses to gross income 69.1 69.2 70.4 69.3 71.9
Commercial banks 72.8 734 75.6 74.3 79.4
Landesbanken 61.8 70.9 69.1 63.6 72.5
Savings banks 67.2 68.3 68.9 67.8 67.1
Credit cooperatives 64.6 65.9 66.6 66.6 65.7
Liquidity
Liquid assets to total short-term liabilities 140.5 145.5 146.5 146.6 1513 151.7
Commercial banks 125.1 1283 1284 127.9 1314 140.3
Landesbanken 138.5 139 139.2 146.4 150.8 126.0
Savings banks 234.6 238.9 246.3 253.7 263.6 198.6
Credit cooperatives 231.8 2333 241.7 246.9 242.2 162.2
Sensitivity to market risk
Net open positions in FX to capital 3.8 4.0 4.6 4.0 37 32
Commercial banks 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.9 2.1 2.2
Landesbanken 5.3 7.3 10.6 6.4 4.0 3.1
Savings banks 77 4.8 4.8 4.4 4.3 35
8.0 7.7 7.9 7.9 8.2 74

Credit cooperatives

Source: Deutsche Bundesbank. The authorities provide annual data only and disseminate them once a year.
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Table 7. Germany: Additional Financial Soundness Indicators, 2013-18
(Percent, unless otherwise indicated)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Deposit-taking institutions

Capital to assets 55 5.6 5.9 6.0 6.3 6.5
Commercial banks 4.9 5 5.2 5.1 5.6 5.7
Landesbanken 5.0 4.9 54 57 5.4 5
Savings banks 7.5 7.9 83 8.6 9 9.1
Credit cooperatives 7.0 7.4 77 79 8.2 8.3

Geographical distribution of loans to total loans
Germany 76.8 74.6 75.9 76.6 78.7 78.0
EU-member countries 16 15.8 15.1 14 12.6 13.2
Others 72 9.6 9 9.4 8.7 8.8

FX loans to total loans 10 11.5 114 11.2 9.8 9.7

Personnel expenses to noninterest expenses 519 51.5 51.1 50.3 50.4
Commercial banks 44.7 42.7 42.8 42.7 42,5
Landesbanken 48.4 50.2 50.6 451 46
Savings banks 62.3 63.4 63.1 62.6 63.3
Credit cooperatives 59.8 60.1 60.3 60 59.7

Trading and fee income to total income 28.1 246 25 28.8 30.5
Commercial banks 37 336 33 36.6 393
Landesbanken 215 10.1 17.5 25.1 26.1
Savings banks 20 20.2 21.8 23.6 26.1
Credit cooperatives 214 20.8 21.6 235 24.7

Funding

Customer deposits to total (non-interbank) loans 84.5 86.9 85.0 82.1 80.6 81.8
Commercial banks 104.5 109.2 101.7 90.5 849 88.3
Landesbanken 41.6 40.2 43.7 39.8 40 328
Savings banks 108.5 110 109.5 109.5 108 107.5
Credit cooperatives 116.9 117.5 116.9 117.7 116.2 115.2

Deposits/total assets 64.6 63.9 65.8 66.8 68.8 69.1
Commercial banks 65.6 633 66.2 68.5 72.9 733
Landesbanken 554 55.1 58.6 58.4 60.3 59.9
Savings banks 86.7 86.7 86.6 86.5 86.2 85.9
Credit cooperatives 86.8 87 87.1 87.2 87.1 87.1

Interbank assets/total assets 35.0 339 337 349 36.2 35.6
Commercial banks 359 34.8 36.4 39.3 41 394
Landesbanken 34.8 326 30.8 30.7 355 38.2
Savings banks 21.2 203 18.2 17.9 173 17.7
Credit cooperatives 24.2 22.7 21.6 21.2 204 20.2

Interbank liabilities/total assets 215 217 216 219 219 212
Commercial banks 22.6 23.6 239 26 26.8 253
Landesbanken 28.0 279 28.1 27 275 30.8
Savings banks 14.1 131 11.9 111 10.7 10.2
Credit cooperatives 13.2 13.1 12.7 123 12.6 124

Securitized funding/total assets
Commercial banks
Landesbanken
Savings banks

Credit cooperatives
Loans/assets 40.3 395 41.1 41.6 42.8 443

Commercial banks 30.0 28.1 29.3 29.7 32 347
Landesbanken 395 40.5 439 46.1 449 44.6
Savings banks 63.7 63.9 65.1 65.5 66.1 66
Credit cooperatives 60.6 61.2 61.8 62 62.6 63.1
Securities holdings/assets 194 19 18.5 174 16.7 16.2
Commercial banks 13.0 12.8 12.6 119 11.3 10.7
Landesbanken 217 20.9 19.9 18.2 16.9 15.7
Savings banks 25.2 25.2 25.2 24.6 23.7 23.2
Credit cooperatives 274 27.8 269 26.8 26 254

Off-balance sheet operations to total assets
of which : interest rate contracts
of which : FX contracts

Spread between highest and lowest interbank rates 1/ 3.88 4.09 8.90 3.51 413
Spread between reference loan and deposit rates 2/ 325 318 301 280 260 242
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Table 7. Germany: Additional Financial Soundness Indicators, 2013-18 (concluded)

(Percent, unless otherwise indicated)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Insurance sector
Solvency ratio, Life 162.0 162.5 159.3 3437 401.5
Solvency ratio, Non-life (without reinsurance and health insurance) 317.0 325.6 3226 285.5 291.8
Return on average equity, Life 3/ 6.1 5.0 3.1 2.2 37
Return on average equity, Non-life 3/ (without reinsurance and health insurance) 38 35 33 39 4.6
Market liquidity
Average bid-ask spread in the securities market (government bills) 0.01059 0.00682 0.00472 0.00475 0.00485 0.00474
Average bid-ask spread in the securities market (corporate securities) 0.01 0.01 0.0 0.0
Corporate sector
Total debt to equity 4/ 845 813 79.9 80.6 76.0
Total debt to GDP 5/ 131.1 129.9
Return on invested capital 6/ 7/ 9.1
Earnings to interest and principal expenses 4/ 8/ 1489.0 15345 17716 21265 21527
Number of applications for protection from creditors 4/ 9/ 143440 13480.0 13056.0 12056.0 11967
Households
Household debt to GDP 4/ 54.9 53.5 52.5 52.7 524
Household debt service and principal payments to income 4/ 8/ 2.0 1.7 1.5 13 1.2
Real estate markets
Real estate prices, new dwellings 10/ 114.6 121.2 130.2 1411 154.5 166.8
Real estate prices, resale 10/ 114.9 1213 130.5 142.4 155.4 168.7
Real estate prices, new and resale 10/ 114.8 121.3 130.5 142.2 155.3 168.5
Real estate prices, long time series 11/ 108.7 111.9 1171 124.1 129.8 136.3
Real estate prices, commercial property 12/ 114.0 121.0 129.5 139.8 154.6 162.6
Residential real estate loans to total loans 18.3 19.0 19.2 18.5 18.6 194
Commercial real estate loans to total loans 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.9

Source: Deutsche Bundesbank. The authorities provide annual data only and disseminate them once a year.
1/ Spread between highest and lowest three month money market rates as reported by Frankfurt banks (basis points).
2/ Spread in basis points.
3/ Profits after tax devided by equity.
4/ Indicator compiled according to definitions of the Compilation Guide on FSls.
5/ Total debt to corporate gross value added.
6/ Return defined as net operating income less taxes, where net operating income and taxes are
compiled according to the FSI Compilation Guide.
7/ Invested capital estimated as balance sheet total less other accounts payable (AF.7 according to ESA 1995).
8/ Excluding principal payments.
9/ Resident enterprises that filed for bankruptcy.
10/ Residential property price index (yearly average, 2011 = 100); source: Bundesbank calculations based on price data provided
by bulwiengesa AG for 127 towns and cities, weighted by transactions.
11/ Residential property price index (yearly average, 2010 = 100, long time series); source: Bundesbank calculations based on varying data
providers (until 2005: bulwiengesa AG, from 2006 onwards: vdpResearch, from 2014 onwards: Federal Statistical Office);
varying composition of regions and housing types.
12/ Commercial property price index (office and retail property, yearly average, 2010 = 100), source: capital growth data provided by
bulwiengesa AG for 127 towns and cities; separate indices are calculated for office property and retail property.
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Annex l. External Sector Assessment
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Annex Il. Risk Assessment Matrix

Source of Risks L:(?:;:: d Impact Policy Response
Risks to the economic outlook
I.  Rising protectionism and H H Continue support for the multilateral
retreat from multilgteralism. With its high degree rules-based trading system, trade
Escglatlng and sustained trade of trade openness, liberalization, and free trade
actions threaten the global Germany is
trade system, regional especially agreements.
integration, as well as global susceptible to Let automatic stabilizers fully operate.
and regional collaboration. fluctuations in Consider a discretionary fiscal
global demand; expansion. If the output gap widens
23&‘;5#:;;5 are significantly, depending on the size
' and nature of the shock to the
economy, invoke the escape clause
under the national debt brake rule
could be appropriate to support the
German economy.
1. A disorderly Brexit H o H Contingency p|anning and
Significant collaboration between U.K. and EU
f:ilsrupfclons, authorities to reduce cliff-edge effects
including border . .
delays and a and disruptions.
sudden increase in Let automatic stabilizers fully operate.
tariff and non-tariff If the output gap widens significantly,
costs, af)d_ long- invoke the escape clause under the
nggfiﬂglrinacy national debt brake rule could be
disorderly Brexit. appropriate to support the German
economy.
lll. A shift in market sentiment H M The authorities should ensure that

against some high-debt euro
area countries. Policy
slippages with weak growth
outturns in some high-debt
euro area countries could raise
concerns over debt
sustainability, while disregard
for the common fiscal rules and
rising yields test the euro area
policy framework in the
medium term.

Rise in sovereign
yields may have
knock-on effects on
the broader
financial sector and
affect German
banks. Germany is
also especially
susceptible to
fluctuations in
global demand;

banks liquidity and capital buffers are
adequate, engage in contingency
planning, and put in place
coordination mechanisms among the
relevant authorities involved.

To the extent that financial stress
translates in lower foreign demand, let
automatic stabilizers work. If the
output gap widens significantly,
invoke the escape clause under the
national debt brake rule could be
appropriate to support the German
economy.
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Relative

Source of Risks Likelihood Impact Policy Response
IV.  Weaker than expected global M H The authorities should ensure that
growth. The global growth structural reforms aimed at increasing
slowdown could be With its high potential growth are conducted in a
synchronized as weakening degree of trade . . .
outlooks in the U.S., Europe, openness, Germany tlmgly manner in C?ermany, helping to
and China feed off each other is especially reorient growth drivers toward
and impact on earnings, asset susceptible to domestic sources.
prices and credit performance. fluctuations in
global demand; They should also let automatic
fiscal buffers are stabilizer work to offset the slowdown
comfortable in foreign demand.
Risks to the financial sector
V. Further pressure on M H

traditional bank business
models. Legacy problems,
structurally high cost of bank
operations, and high
competition curtail banks’
profitability, which could lead
to financial distress in one or
more major banks.

This may have
knock-on effects on
the broader
financial sector and
on sovereign yields
in vulnerable
economies.

Improve profitability through
completion of restructuring plans,
consolidation, and cost-cutting is
essential.

The authorities should ensure that
liquidity buffers are adequate, engage
in contingency planning, and put in
place coordination mechanisms
among the relevant authorities
involved.
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Annex lll. Public Debt Sustainability Analysis

Public debt falls rapidly and is expected to continue to decrease in the medium term due to projected
high primary surpluses and a favorable interest rate-growth differential. Under the current
macroeconomic outlook, the public debt-to-GDP ratio is expected to fall below the 60 percent mark
this year, from 60.9 percent in end 2018. A negative growth shock represents the largest risk to the
debt outlook. Also, the realization of contingent liabilities related to financial sector support would
push debt up by about 3 percent of GDP. In both cases, gross financing needs would remain below 10
percent of GDP, and debt would swiftly return to a firm downward path after the shock.

A. Baseline Scenario

1. Macroeconomic assumptions. Real GDP growth is expected at an average of 1.3 percent
over the next three years, supported by continued strong labor market conditions and fiscal
measures. In the medium run, growth should converge to its potential level, estimated at 1.1 percent
per year. Inflation—measured by the GDP deflator—should be 1.9 percent in 2018, and steadily rise
thereafter, reaching 2.3 percent by 2024. Sovereign interest rates remain low and are currently
negative up to a 10-year maturity. Thus, average interest rates are expected to continue falling, from
1.5 percent in 2018 to 1.0 percent in 2024.

2. Germany's high level of government debt calls for using the higher scrutiny
framework. Public gross debt is still above the indicative DSA threshold for high scrutiny of 60
percent of GDP. Debt increased significantly over 2009-10, reaching a peak of 82.5 percent of GDP,
reflecting sizable fiscal stimulus, large financial sector support and euro zone crisis-related lending.
Since the peak, it has declined gradually on the back of fiscal consolidation and a favorable interest
rate-growth differential. Estimated gross financing needs are however already below 11 percent of
GDP and should continue to fall through the forecast horizon.

3. Realism of baseline assumptions. The forecasts of macro-fiscal variables affecting debt
dynamics have been on the conservative side. The median forecast error for real GDP growth during
2009-17 is 0.13 percent, suggesting that there is slight downward bias in the staff projections, but
the forecast bias is in line with other surveillance countries. Similarly, the median forecast error for
inflation (GDP deflator) is 0.54 percent, suggesting that the staff underestimated inflation in the past
(particularly post-2009). The median forecast bias for the primary balance is 0.53 percent of GDP,
relatively conservative for surveillance countries.

4. Cross-country experience suggests that the projected fiscal adjustment is feasible. Both
the maximum 3-year adjustment in the cyclically-adjusted primary balance (CAPB) over the
projection period (0.5 percent of GDP) and 3-year average cyclically adjusted primary balance

" The interest rate on new borrowing is derived from forecasts of the real interest rate and inflation, and it does not
necessarily match market-based interest rate forecasts. Using market-based forecasts would make little difference to
the debt sustainability analysis.
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(1.5 percent of GDP) are not ambitious in cross-country comparison. Germany was able to deliver
larger fiscal consolidations in the past, notably in 2011 and 2012.

B. Shocks and Stress Tests through the Medium Term

5. Germany's government debt should remain below 61 percent of GDP under plausible
macro-fiscal shocks, while gross financing needs would remain below 10 percent of GDP.
Under all considered macro-fiscal stress tests, both the debt-to-GDP ratio and gross financing needs
either continue to fall or swiftly return to a downward path after the shock. Temporary shocks to real
GDP growth, a combined macro-fiscal shock, or a contingent fiscal shock would nonetheless drive a
temporary increase in debt and/or gross financing needs. Given the historical variability of growth,
debt dynamics in Germany is most sensitive to growth shocks (detailed results below).

List of shocks and stress tests?

e Growth shock. Under this scenario, real output growth rates are lower than in the baseline by
one standard deviation over 2020-21, i.e. 2.7 percentage points. The assumed decline in growth
leads to lower inflation (0.25 percentage points per 1 percentage point decrease in GDP
growth) and the interest rate is assumed to increase 25 basis points for every 1 percent of GDP
worsening of primary balance. Debt (gross financing needs) would peak at 60.7 (9.2) percent of
GDP in this case and converge to 52.6 (5.2) percent of GDP by 2024.

e Primary balance shock. This scenario examines the effect of a dual shock of lower revenues
and rise in interest rate, leading to a cumulative 1.4 percent deterioration in the primary
balance over 2020-21 (one standard deviation shock to the primary balance). The shock would
result in a modest deterioration of debt dynamics.

¢ Interest rate shock. This scenario assumes an increase of 365 basis points increase in debt
servicing costs throughout the forecast horizon, mimicking the historical maximum interest rate
experienced since 2009. The effect on public debt and gross financing needs would also be
relatively modest.

e Additional stress test: Combined macro-fiscal shock. This test combines shocks to growth,
the interest rate, and the primary balance; while avoiding double-counting the effects of
individual shocks. The impact on debt dynamics is slightly worse than that of a growth shock.

o Additional stress test: Contingent fiscal shock. This scenario assumes a cumulative 3 percent
of GDP (about 100 billion euros) additional support to the financial sector over 2020-21, similar
to the fiscal support to financial institutions during the global financial crisis. While a sizable
shock, the impact on the debt ratio is relatively limited, and the debt-to-GDP ratio remains
below 60 percent and continues to fall rapidly. Gross financing needs would remain
comfortably below 10 percent

2 Given that virtually all outstanding sovereign debt is denominated in euros, the scenario of a real exchange rate
shock would not have a relevant effect on debt and is therefore not discussed.
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Figure A1. Germany: Public Sector Debt Sustainability Analysis (DSA)—Baseline Scenario
(in percent of GDP unless otherwise indicated)

Debt, Economic and Market Indicators "/
Actual Projections As of May 28, 2019
2008-2016 ¥ 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Sovereign Spreads

Nominal gross public debt 748 645 609 580 550 524 498 472 447 EMBIG (bp) 3/ 0
Public gross financing needs 16.0 121107 10.3 7.5 54 5.0 47 4.5 5Y CDS (bp) 11
Real GDP growth (in percent) 1.1 2.2 14 0.7 17 15 14 13 1.1 Ratings Foreign Local
Inflation (GDP deflator, in percent) 14 1.5 1.9 20 1.9 20 22 22 2.3 Moody's Aaa Aaa
Nominal GDP growth (in percent) 26 37 33 27 37 35 36 35 34 S&Ps AAA  AAA
Effective interest rate (in percent) ¥ 29 16 15 15 14 12 12 1.1 1.0  Fitch AAA  AAA
10-year bond yield 2.0 04 04 0.0 0.1 0.2 04 0.6 0.8

Contribution to Changes in Public Debt

Actual Projections
2008-2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 cumulative debt-stabilizing
Change in gross public sector debt 0.5 -40  -36 29 -30 -26 -26 -26 -25 -16.2 primary
Identified debt-creating flows -0.9 -33 35 -24  -28 -24 -24 24 -23 -14.7 balance ¥
Primary deficit -1.0 -1.9 24 -7 -16 -12  -11 12 12 -79 -1.1
Primary (noninterest) revenue and grants 438 448 454 454 454 451 451 452 452 2714
Primary (noninterest) expenditure 42.8 429 430 438 439 439 440 440 440 2635
Automatic debt dynamics ¥ 0.1 14 11 07 <13 <12 <12 <12 <11 -67
Interest rate/growth differential ¢ 0.1 14 -1 07 <13 <12 <12 <12 <11 -67
Of which: real interest rate 1.0 00 -03 -03 -03 -04 -05 -06 -06 -2.7
Of which: real GDP growth -0.9 -14  -09 -04 -10 -08 -07 -06 -05 -4.0
Exchange rate depreciation ”/ 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other identified debt-creating flows 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Privatization/Drawdown of Deposits (negative) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contingent liabilities 0.0 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0.0
Please specify (2) (e.g., ESM and Euroarea loans) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Residual, including asset changes ¥ 14 -07 -0.1 -05 -02 -02 -02 -02 -02 -15
14 0
12 Debt-Creating Flows projection —> ,
10 -4
8
-6
6
-8
4
-10
2
-12
0
2 -14
4 -16
-6 -18
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 cumulative
Primary deficit B Real GDP growth B Real interest rate B Exchange rate depreciation
[TOther debt-creating flows [CIResidual ===Change in gross public sector debt

Source: IMF staff.

1/ Public sector is defined as general government.

2/ Based on available data.

3/ Long-term bond spread over German bonds.

4/ Defined as interest payments divided by debt stock (excluding guarantees) at the end of previous year.

5/ Derived as [(r - (1+g) - g + ae(1+r)]/(1+g+m+gm)) times previous period debt ratio, with r = interest rate; 1 = growth rate of GDP deflator; g = real GDP growth rate;
a = share of foreign-currency denominated debt; and e = nominal exchange rate depreciation (measured by increase in local currency value of U.S. dollar).

6/ The real interest rate contribution is derived from the numerator in footnote 5 as r - 1t (1+g) and the real growth contribution as -g.

7/ The exchange rate contribution is derived from the numerator in footnote 5 as ae(1+r).

8/ Includes asset changes and interest revenues (if any). For projections, includes exchange rate changes during the projection period.

9/ Assumes that key variables (real GDP growth, real interest rate, and other identified debt-creating flows) remain at the level of the last projection year.
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Figure A2. Germany: Public DSA—Composition of Public Debt and Alternative Scenarios
Composition of Public Debt

By Maturity By Currency
(in percent of GDP) (in percent of GDP)
90 90
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Gross Nominal Public Debt Public Gross Financing Needs
(in percentof GDP) (in percentof GDP)
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Underlying Assumptions
(in percent)

Baseline Scenario 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Historical Scenario 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Real GDP growth 07 17 15 14 13 1.1 Real GDP growth 07 13 13 13 13 13
Inflation 20 19 20 22 22 23 Inflation 20 19 20 22 22 23
Primary Balance 17 16 12 1.1 12 12 Primary Balance 17 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
Effective interest rate 15 14 12 12 11 10 Effective interest rate 15 14 15 15 16 16

Constant Primary Balance Scenario
Real GDP growth 0.7 17 15 14 13 1.1
Inflation 20 19 20 22 22 23
Primary Balance 17 17 17 17 17 17
Effective interest rate 15 14 12 12 1.1 1.0

Source: IMF staff.
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Figure A3. Germany: Public DSA—Realism of Baseline Assumptions

Forecast Track Record, versus Surveillance Countries

Real GDP Growth Primary Balance Inflation (Deflator)
(in percent, actual-projection) (in percent of GDP, actual-projection) (in percent, actual-projection)
Germany median forecast error, 2009-2017: 0.13 Germany median forecast error, 2009-2017: 0.53 Germany median forecast error, 2009-2017: 0.54
Has a percentile rank of: 79% Has a percentile rank of: 86% Has a percentile rank of: 79%
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(Percent of GDP) (Percent of GDP) —Germany
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Source : IMF Staff.

1/ Plotted distribution includes surveillance countries, percentile rank refers to all countries.

2/ Projections made in the spring WEO vintage of the preceding year.

3/ Not applicable for Germany, as it meets neither the positive output gap criterion nor the private credit growth criterion.

4/ Data cover annual obervations from 1990 to 2011 for advanced and emerging economies with debt greater than 60 percent of GDP. Percent of sample on vertical axis.
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Figure A4. Germany: Public DSA—Stress Tests
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Primary Balance Shock 2019 2020 2021

Real GDP growth 0.7 17 15

Inflation 20 19 20

Primary balance 17 0.8 0.5

Effective interest rate 15 14 13
Real Interest Rate Shock

Real GDP growth 0.7 17 15

Inflation 20 19 20

Primary balance 17 16 12

Effective interest rate 15 14 1.7
Combined Shock

Real GDP growth 0.7 -1.0 -12

Inflation 20 12 13

Primary balance 17 0.1 -1.8

Effective interest rate 15 14 18

140 -
120 N
100
80
60
40
2
20
0 0
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Underlying Assumptions
(in percent)

2022 2023 2024 Real GDP Growth Shock 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
14 13 1.1 Real GDP growth 0.7 -1.0 -1.2 14 13 1.1
22 2.2 23 Inflation 20 12 13 2.2 22 23
11 12 12 Primary balance 1.7 0.1 -1.8 1.1 12 12
12 1.1 1.0 Effective interest rate 15 14 13 12 1.1 11

Real Exchange Rate Shock
14 13 1.1 Real GDP growth 0.7 17 15 14 13 11
22 22 23 Inflation 20 23 20 22 22 23
1.1 12 12 Primary balance 17 16 12 1.1 12 12
20 2.1 23 Effective interest rate 15 14 12 12 1.1 1.0
14 13 1.1
22 22 23
1.1 12 1.2
21 23 2.5

Source: IMF staff.
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Figure A5. Germany: Public DSA Risk Assessment
Heat Map
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for Germany
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Bond spread ExternaI‘Fmancmg Short-Term Public Public Debt. Held Pul‘)hc Debt in
Requirement Debt by Non-Residents Foreign Currency
(in basis points) 4/ (in percent of GDP) 5/ (in percent of total) (in percent of total) (in percent of total)

Source: IMF staff.

1/ The cell is highlighted in green if debt burden benchmark of 85% is not exceeded under the specific shock or baseline, yellow if exceeded under specific shock but not
baseline, red if benchmark is exceeded under baseline, white if stress test is not relevant.

2/ The cell is highlighted in green if gross financing needs benchmark of 20% is not exceeded under the specific shock or baseline, yellow if exceeded under specific shock

but not baseline, red if benchmark is exceeded under baseline, white if stress test is not relevant.

3/ The cell is highlighted in green if country value is less than the lower risk-assessment benchmark, red if country value exceeds the upper risk-assessment benchmark,
yellow if country value is between the lower and upper risk-assessment benchmarks. If data are unavailable or indicator is not relevant, cell is white.
Lower and upper risk-assessment benchmarks are:

400 and 600 basis points for bond spreads; 17 and 25 percent of GDP for external financing requirement; 1 and 1.5 percent for change in the share of short-term debt; 30
and 45 percent for the public debt held by non-residents.

4/ Long-term bond spread over German bonds, an average over the last 3 months, 27-Feb-19 through 28-May-19.

5/ External financing requirement is defined as the sum of current account deficit, amortization of medium and long-term total external debt, and short-term total external
debt at the end of previous period.

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 59



GERMANY

Annex IV. Authorities’ Response to Past IMF Policy

Recommendations

IMF 2018 Article IV
Recommendations

Fiscal Policy

Fiscal space should be used fully
to raise the growth potential by
encouraging investment,
promoting labor supply, and
boosting productivity.

Address capacity constraints and
improve investment
prioritization at the municipal
level. Implement pension
reforms to make it more
attractive to extend work lives.

Expand full-day primary
education and early childhood
education, boost investment in
life-long learning.

Financial Sector Policy

Expand the macroprudential
toolkit with income-based
instruments to better prevent
excessive build-up of household
debt when house prices rise
rapidly.

Address data gaps that are
hindering full assessment of
possible financial stability risks in
specific segments of the
economy.

Consider early activation of
existing macroprudential tools to
prevent the build-up of macro-
financial vulnerabilities when
granular data is lacking.

Structural Reforms

Consider pension and labor
market reforms that make it

attractive to extend working lives.

Authorities’ Response

The 2019 budget includes measures to boost public investment and provide
income tax relief.

Almost 94 percent of the first tranche (€3.5 billion) of the government’s
Municipal Investment Promotion Fund (MIPF) created in 2015 was
earmarked as of June 2018, while 12 percent of the second tranche (€3.5
billion) of MIPF was earmarked as of March 2018.

Partnerschaft Deutschland (PD)—Germany's public consulting company—is
providing advisory services on planning and procurement to an increasing
number of public investment projects at the municipality level.

The amendment to the Basic Law on public finances in areas such as
educational infrastructure, social housing, and public rail transport entered
into force on 4 April 2019.

In addition to the program (2015-2018) for childcare places, the government
is currently running another program (2017-2020) for childcare places with a
financial volume of €1.126 billion.

No new macroprudential regulation was adopted since the publication of
the 2018 Article IV Staff Report. However, the authorities are currently
undertaking the review of macroprudential policy instruments.

The authorities are conducting a bank survey on real estate lending and
corporate credit underwriting standards. The results are scheduled to be
published in September 2019. The authorities intend to regularize the
survey.

On May 27, 2019, the Financial Stability Committee took a decision to raise
the counter-cyclical capital buffers by 0.25%. Banks must meet the new
required capital by end-June 2020. The authorities did not see a need to
activate sector-specific macroprudential instruments (i.e., LTV caps,
amortization requirements).

For progress on the implementation of outstanding FSAP recommendations
see Annex V.

Pension and labor market reforms: No new action taken. The Act to
Flexibilize the Transition from Working Life to Retirement and to Strengthen
Prevention and Rehabilitation in Working Life, which came in force in 2017,
has led to a rise in old-age labor force participation. The government plans
to review the law in 2022.
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Expand investment in digital
infrastructure, in particular a
nationwide fiber-optic network.

Foster entrepreneurship and
expand e-government services.

Introduce greater competition in
product markets, notably in
network industries and
professional services.

Digitalization: the government has set out a clear strategy and has plans to
allocate up to EUR 12 billion to support a nationwide fiber-based gigabit
network. Investment-friendly regulation, in accordance with the European
Electronic Communications Code, to incentivize private investments is to be
implemented by end-2020. The government is also preparing a master plan
to expand mobile coverage and deploy 5G.

Entrepreneurship and e-government services: To support innovation, especially
of SMEs, the government is drafting a bill on R&D tax credit. To further
support venture capital, the government plans to continue its co-investment
strategy to crowd in private investment, especially by institutional investors.
The government is making progress in implementing the National e-
Government Strategy.

Competition: no action has been taken so far. However, in 2019, the
government plans to undertake a review of regulations in professional
services, with an intension of reforming the Professional Law for lawyers. In
addition, to further promote competition in the railway sector, the
government also plans to evaluate the Railway Regulation Act.
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Annex V. Authorities’ Response to FSAP 2016 Recommendations

Germany: FSAP Key Recommendations'/

Recommendations

Time Frame?

Status

Financial stability policy framework

Establish a core set of readily- Short term Bundesbank is integrating selected granular supervisory and statistical

available, consistent data for banks data of banks, insurance companies, and investment funds to build a

and non-banks to strengthen "house of microdata (HoM),” which will be used for financial stability

financial stability and macroprudential and macroprudential policy analysis along with other information

policy analysis. sources. Currently the HoM contains 8 datasets with 130 million
timeseries data, including those for MFls. Bundesbank is in the process
of integrating bank supervisory microdata according to the common
reporting framework (COREP), Germany security holding statistics,
centralized securities database, and German transactions of TARGET2.

Develop the legal basis for real estate-|  Short term On March 30, 2017, the Bundestag passed legislation that implements

related macroprudential tools. part of the FSC's recommendation of June 2015 and entered into force
on June 10, 2017. The law introduced new instruments for residential
real estate loans (does not cover non-residential CRE loans), allowing
for capping LTV ratios and setting amortization requirements for
financial stability purposes. The requirements are meant to apply to all
financial institutions if activated. The law omits complementary DTl and
DSTI ratio instruments, which had also been recommended by the FSC
in 2015, and does not address important data requirements for the
effective operation of the real estate-related macroprudential
instruments. The ongoing one-off bank survey on real estate lending
and corporate credit underwriting standards is expected to provide
valuable information on possible financial risks in specific segments of
real estate markets.

Banking oversight

Implement measures to strengthen Short term Within the German two-tier system, the supervisory board's role is

the oversight role of the banks’ passive and restricted to a pure control function. The authorities

supervisory board. consider the current system compliant with the requirements of Basel
Core Principle 14, thus do not plan to amend the legal framework.

Provide guidance on risk management|  Short term Bundesbank and BaFin are currently following-up on the 2016 FSAP

and other supervisory requirements, recommendations when reviewing relevant provisions in MaRisk. The

e.g. regarding loan portfolio authorities consider that concentration risk is sufficiently covered by

management, concentration and MaRisk, and further guidance has not been issued.

related party risk, and operational risk.

Increase granularity and coverage of Short term Since June 2017, all LSIs have to report using FINREP templates,

bank supervisory data increasing the granularity and comprehensiveness of the information
available to supervisors. The new reporting standard will also allow to
access data at a consolidated level (e.g., NPLs). The requirements have
been set on a harmonised basis throughout the SSM-covered
countries. However, national regulatory reporting will remain in place as
a necessary complement from a German banking supervisory
perspective.

Increase the effectiveness of the Short term Since the 2016 FSAP, BaFin's AML Department has hired 32 new staff

AML/CFT supervisory framework over
cross-border banks.

for the two new divisions established for AML/CFT banking supervision,
which focus on banks with higher risk and need for intense supervision
(i.e, major banks with cross-border operations). The additional staff
conducts AML/CFT audits (rather than external auditors). BaFin has also
set up in one case an inhouse "special representative” in a major bank
to conduct audit functions and ongoing AML/CFT monitoring of this
bank. The AML/CFT legal framework was revised in June 2017, in line
with the 4th EU Money Laundering Directive, with efforts underway to
transpose the 5th EU Money Laundering Directive.
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Germany: FSAP Key Recommendations (concluded)

Recommendations

Time Frame? | Status

Insurance oversight

Prepare a communication strategy

ahead of the publication of Solvency Il

indicators

Short term

BaFin conducted bilateral discussions with life insurance (LI) companies
ahead of the publication date of May 21, 2017, but no common
communication strategy was decided.

Extend the application of G-SII toolkit
on a risk-based basis to other large

groups, including recovery and
resolution planning, enhanced

supervision and regular stress tests

Medium term

e BaFin has extended the requirement for recovery plans to two other
groups headquartered in Germany, beyond the country's single G-
Sll. The supervisory teams responsible for the respective groups are
in the process of defining the elements of the plans and will review
them once they are finalized. BaFin does currently not intend to
further extend this requirement to other groups.

e Germany also participates in the EIOPA stress testing exercises. In
2016,20 life insurers covering three quarters of the market
participated. The fourth EU-wide stress text exercise in 2018 included
5 large German insurance groups. Furthermore, insurers are required
to perform additional stress tests on their own as part of their risk
and solvency analysis (according to the Insurance Supervision Act,
section 27).Those results are also partof the narrative reporting to
BaFin.

Communicate supervisory
expectations based on the ORSA
(Own Risk Solvency Assessment)
review more systematically; use
Solvency Il framework to impose
capital add-ons

Medium term

e BaFin gives feedback to insurance firms based on the ORSA review,
especially when those do not seem to hold sufficient own funds over
and above the SCR to comply with capital requirements on a
continuous basis. BaFin has also been encouraging insurers to
improve the quality of ORSA reports, especially in the areas where
BaFin identifies as weak in the 2017 assessment (e.g., depth of
information; assessment of overall solvency needs, continuous
compliance with the regulatory capital requirements and technical
provisions, and risk profile’s deviation from the SCR assumptions;
quality of stress tests).

e At the IAIS level, discussions are ongoing as to the future framework
for addressing systemic risk in the insurance sector, which would have|
to be taken into account

e Capital add-ons are not a first resort measure, but the supervisor is

ready to set capital add-ons on a case by case basis when pre-
conditions are found to be in place under Solvency .

Require action plans for
companies facing difficulties in
meeting Solvency Il
requirements, including stress
testing to ensure that they
would be met even after a
plausible shock

Medium term

BaFin monitors companies’ progress towards compliance with solvency
capital requirements without Solvency Il transition measures, and
assesses the plausibility and appropriateness of the companies’ plans
on a yearly basis. BaFin is also thoroughly reviewing internal models,
including by developing a new stochastic approach (BSM—
Branchensimulationsmodell) that better accounts for embedded
options and guarantees of typical LI products.

Asset management oversight

Intensify frequency of on-site Short term BaFin revised the risk classification methodology for supervised asset
inspections and enhance risk managers, and, since 2018, uses improved impact criteria. BaFin also
classification methodology substantially increased the frequency of on-site inspections.

Introduce stronger rules on reporting Short term BaFin published the “Mindestanforderungen an das Risikomanagement

of pricing errors and investor
compensation rules

von Kapitalverwaltungsgesellschaften” (KAMaRisk) in January 2017,
which is a circular on, inter alia, the minimum requirements for the risk-
management of investment managers. According to chapter 6, no. 3 v)
and w) of the KAMaRisk, asset management companies are required to
have policies in place (1) to inform depositaries of material pricing
errors and (2) to compensate investors in the event of material pricing
errors.

1/ Includes only recommendations to German authorities.
2/ Short term is one year, while medium term is 2-3 years.
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Annex VI. Regional Fiscal Differences and Implications for Public
Investment’

Despite recent increases, public investment in Germany has remained around 2-2%2 percent of GDP,
comparatively low among advanced economies. This Annex explores factors that may have held back
public investment by looking beyond developments at the central government level, as two-thirds of
public investment is executed by local governments (Ldnder and municipalities). The analysis shows
that in recent years local governments prioritized fiscal consolidation and debt reduction to meet
Germany's national fiscal rule (known as the “Debt Brake"), which resulted in a reduction in public
investment spending until very recently.

1. Public investment in Germany is relatively low in international comparison. While
differences in the perimeter of the general government across countries make international
comparisons imprecise, public investment as a share of GDP in Germany has hovered around 2-2%
percent of GDP, considerably lower than that of other advanced economies (IMF 2018). Moreover,
Germany's federal system means that implementation of public investment projects is dispersed
between the Bund (central government), Lander (federal states), and municipalities. For instance, a
large (albeit declining) share of public investment is executed by municipalities: the share of
municipal government investment in total public investment fell from 40 percent in 2005 to 33
percent in 2017, and slightly increased to 35 percent in 2018.

2. Investment needs in Germany remain significant. The relatively low public investment
over the past two decades has led to a deterioration of infrastructure in Germany. For example, the
decline in public investment since 2011 has led to a considerable deterioration of the degree of
modernization in the East Lander, and the capital stock in the West Lander has a much lower degree
of modernization.? Moreover, in terms of capital stock per capita, most Lander still lag behind
Bavaria, Baden-Wurttemberg, and Hamburg: the average capital stock per capita, at replacement
cost, in Bavaria, Baden-Wirttemberg, and Hamburg was about €145,000 in 2015, about €40,000
higher than that in the East Lander and Berlin and €45,000 higher than that in North Rhine-
Westphalia. For Germany as a whole, the German development bank (KFW, 2018) estimates a public
investment backlog at close to €159 billion (about 5 percent of GDP), with particularly large gaps in
educational facilities (€48 billion) and transport infrastructure (€39 billion). It is also widely agreed
that the digital infrastructure needs to be upgraded, though this is partly a task for the private
sector.

3. Lander and municipal governments have prioritized fiscal consolidation and debt
reduction at the expense of public investment. At the aggregate level, both Lander and municipal
governments have been running budget surpluses over the past several years, and the Federal

' Prepared by Ruo Chen.

2 The degree of modernization is the ratio of net assets to gross fixed assets. This measure indicates how many
percent of assets have not yet been written off and thus provides information on the aging process of fixed assets.

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 64



GERMANY

government has been allocating more funds to support local governments. However, the improved
budget conditions have not significantly boosted public investment, particularly at the local
government levels, despite the large investment needs.

. o .
Figure A1. Germany: Public Investment and Capital Stock
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4. The Léander have made significant improvements to their budget positions to meet the

national fiscal rule and reduce debt. The national fiscal rule, introduced in 2009, generally
prohibits structural borrowing by any Lander starting in 2020. Therefore, Lander with higher fiscal
deficits or debt have implemented larger fiscal consolidations. For example, Bremen, Rhineland-
Palatinate, and Saarland, which had the highest fiscal deficits or debt in 2011, have implemented the
largest fiscal consolidations since then. Fiscal consolidation efforts over this period, together with
the economic upswing and low interest rates, led to all Lander registering budget surpluses in 2018.
Indeed, all Lander have used the budget surpluses in recent years to build up reserves and off-

budget entities (special funds), which can be used to supplement budgetary resources in the future
without resorting to new borrowing (Bundesbank 2018).
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. o . .
Figure A2. Germany: Fiscal Adjustment by Lander
Fiscal Adjustment vs. Initial Fiscal Balance Fiscal Adjustment vs. Initial Fiscal Balance
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5. In the West Lander and city states, fiscal consolidation was largely achieved through

improved revenue, but capital expenditure cuts also contributed. Capital expenditure cuts were
particularly pronounced in Lander with larger consolidation needs (i.e., higher fiscal deficits in 2011)
(Figure A3). Seitz (2000) explained that, given the limited revenue autonomy at the Lander and
municipal level,® subnational governments primarily pursue expenditure smoothing policies. In other
words, the Lander do not raise expenditures in the face of higher revenue, essentially treating higher
revenue as temporary. In addition, a large part of expenditures, such as social transfers, are
regulated by Federal law and therefore not discretionary.

6. In the East Lander, the expected phasing out of federal grants prompted cautious
expenditure management, including cuts to capital expenditures. The fiscal positions of the East
Lander in 2011 did not significantly deviate from a balanced structural budget. However, the

3 Most taxes are collected by the states but are legislated by federal law. The Lander governments participate the
legislative procedure through the upper chamber (Bundesrat) but cannot change the parameters of the taxes once
the legislation is passed. Very few taxes are legislated at subnational level, such as property acquisition tax (Ladnder)
and business tax (Municipality).

66 INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND



GERMANY

expected phasing out of federal grants by 2019 under the Solidarity Pact Il led to significant
expenditure cuts, particularly capital expenditures, even though that higher tax revenue partly
compensated for lower grants.* Conservative tax revenue projections in recent years also
contributed to cautious expenditure planning.

Figure A3. Germany: Contribution to Lander Fiscal Adjustment

Expenditure: Current vs. Capital
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7. Fiscal consolidation at the Lander level also contributed to lower capital expenditures

at the municipal level. All non-city states have their own equalization systems for redistributing
revenue from the Lander to the municipalities. In general, two types of redistribution take place
within each Lander: (i) a fixed percentage of state tax revenue is distributed to municipalities; and
(i) additional general and special purpose funds are transferred to municipalities based on their
needs. Due to strong tax revenue in recent years, the first type of redistribution resulted in higher
municipal revenue overall.> However, larger consolidation needs in some West Lander and lower
Federal grants to the East Lander led to reduced capital transfers to municipalities in these regions.
This contributed to capital expenditure cuts at the municipal level. For example, in the East Lander,
municipal capital revenue and expenditure declined by 0.5 percent and 0.3 percent of Lander GDP,
respectively, since 2011. Thus, although municipalities received higher tax revenue to meet their

4 The Solidarity Pact Il provided €156 million support to the East Lander for rebuilding their infrastructure between
2005 and 2019.
> The analysis in this section is based on aggregated municipal fiscal accounts by each Lander.
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current expenditure needs, lower capital transfers forced them to cut capital expenditures,
particularly in the East Lander and some West Lander with larger consolidation needs.

Figure A4. Germany: Capital Expenditure in Municipalities

Municipal Fiscal Adjustment: Expenditure vs. Revenue Municipality: Change in Capital Expenditure and Revenue
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Key Findings:

e In an effort to meet the national fiscal rule and reduce debt, local governments have prioritized
fiscal consolidation at the expense of public investment. This has occurred at both the Lander
and municipal levels.

e In the West Lander, despite higher revenue, capital expenditures were cut to facilitate
consolidation.

e In the East Lander, the loss of grants (a relatively stable source of revenue) prompted cautious
expenditure planning, including cuts to capital expenditures.

e Fiscal consolidation at the Lander level also led to capital expenditure cuts at the municipal
level through lower discretionary capital transfers.
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Annex VII. Business Investment in Germany

”

This Annex studies the dynamics of aggregate private nonresidential investment (“business investment
thereafter) in Germany. The analysis suggests that the recent level of business investment in Germany
is broadly in line with past developments in aggregate demand and income, nonfinancial corporations’
profits, funding cost, financial conditions, and Tobin's Q. But business investment in Germany is lower
than in its European peers due mainly to its relatively low growth prospects.

1. Since the early 1990s, Germany’s nominal business investment has declined by around
4 percentage points of nominal GDP, contributing to the improvement in the external balance
(Figure A1, top left). The decline was driven by a decrease in nominal investment in machinery and
equipment (by 3% percentage points of nominal GDP), on the back of a substantial decline in the
relative price of machinery and equipment—defined as prices of machinery and equipment relative
to consumption prices (Figure A1, middle right panel). The decline in the relative price of “other”
investment (e.g., intellectual property products, cultivated biological resources) was less significant
while that of nonresidential construction has returned to the level in the early 1990s, following a
moderate decline through the mid-2000s. The large decline in the relative price of machinery and
equipment has been observed across advanced, emerging markets, and developing economies over
the past three decades (IMF, 2019). The literature attributes the decline in the relative price of
investment goods to faster productivity growth in capital goods production and deepening trade
integration.

2. Real business investment has returned to the level seen in the early 1990s but is low
compared to European peers (Figure A1, top left). Following a decline to around 11 percent of GDP
in the mid-1990s, Germany's real business investment has been moving around 12-13 percent of
real GDP since then, albeit with cyclical ups and downs. This is at the bottom quartile of the
European country peers (Figure A1, bottom panels). Real business investment in relation to real
capital stock is also relatively low. Compositionally, a decline in real investment in non-residential
structure following reunification was offset by a rise in “other” investment and a small increase in
investment in machinery and equipment.

' Prepared by Aiko Mineshima.
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Figure A1. Germany's Business Investment
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3. To explain the dynamics of business investment, we estimate an “accelerator” model
augmented with nonfinancial corporations’ profits, funding cost, financial conditions, and
Tobin’s Q. The basic accelerator model assumes that business investment increases when aggregate
demand or income increases, and in an uncertain world, past demand or income growth is assumed
to signal future demand or income.? The basic model is then augmented by nonfinancial
corporations’ financing cost (i.e., real interest rate), financial conditions (i.e., leverage ratio), profits,
and Tobin's Q3, as well as the relative price of business investment. The econometric estimation is
conducted with quarterly data for 1992 Q1-2017 Q4 (or the longest available timeseries data), and
standard errors are computed with the Newey-West procedure. Following IMF (2015), the analysis
includes 12 lags of the changes in output (N = 12), also a conventional choice. It also follows the
literature in normalizing the equation by the lagged capital stock, Ki-1, to address concerns of non-
stationarity.

L Yz B AGVA 4 X¢_q1 + 8 + & where X is a set of NFCs’ financial conditions
Ke—1  Kia K1
4. The results suggest that recent levels of real business investment do not significantly

deviate from model projections (Figure A2). As expected, positive real output growth in the past
tend to be associated with higher real business investment (Table A1, specification 1). The inclusion
of nonfinancial corporations’
funding cost, financial conditions,
profits, and Tobin's Q further

improve the fit of the estimation s :/:ii:::(m 72:23 83 """ E:t:j g
(Table A1, specification 2-5) and 2 Fitted (6)

have the expected sign: higher real  |1.00%
interest rate and corporate
leverages tend to be associated
with lower business investment,
while higher profits and Tobin's Q 0.85%
tend to be associated with higher
business investment. The inclusion
of the relative price of business

Figure A2. Germany's Actual and Fitted Real Business Investment
(Percent of real net capital stock)
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specification 6), although the negative sign for the coefficient—meaning a decline in the relative
price of business investment increases real business investment—is the expected one.

2 Jorgenson and Siebert (1968) provide a derivation of the accelerator model. Based on the theory underlying the
model, the empirical specification is typically estimated as in Oliner and others (1995).

3 Following IMF (2015), Tobin’s Q is constructed as the ratio of nonfinancial corporations’ equity liabilities to their
total financial assets.
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Table A1. Regression Results "/

Dependent Variable: Real Private Nonresidential Investment in % of Real Net Capital Stock

m 2/ (2 2/ (3) 2/ @ 2/ (5) 2/ (6) 2/
Reverse of capital stock (t-1) -19.995 ** -19.771 ***  -51.977 *** 57,515 *** = _61,321 *** 23.386
Accelerator (t-1) -0.015 -0.072 -0.112 -0.078 0.000 -0.027
Accelerator (t-2) -0.029 -0.100 -0.128 -0.109 -0.064 -0.004
Accelerator (t-3) 0.166 *** 0.140 *** 0.123 *** 0.131 ** 0.179 *** 0.209 ***
Accelerator (t-4) 0.185 *** 0.103 0.202 *** 0.208 *** 0.229 *** 0.195 ***
Accelerator (t-5) 0.218 *** 0.172 ** 0.166 ** 0.174 ** 0.199 *** 0.221 ***
Accelerator (t-6) 0.238 *** 0.216 ** 0.162 *** 0.177 *** 0.219 *** 0.231 ***
Accelerator (t-7) 0.221 *** 0.217 *** 0.172 *** 0.176 *** 0.196 *** 0.243 ***
Accelerator (t-8) 0.164 ** 0.149 *** 0.147 *** 0.166 *** 0.177 *** 0.167 ***
Accelerator (t-9) 0.185 ** 0.128 * 0.101 * 0.109 * 0.114 ** 0.196 **
Accelerator (t-10) 0.167 ** 0.097 * 0.104 *** 0.117 *** 0.104 *** 0.177 **
Accelerator (t-11) 0.127 * 0.085 * 0.070 0.076 * 0.104 ** 0.143 **
Accelerator (t-12) 0.196 ** 0.125 ** 0.100 * 0.117 ** 0.135 *** 0.215 ***
Constant 0.011 *** 0.012 *** 0.016 *** 0.015 *** 0.016 *** 0.013 ***
Real interest on corporate bonds (t-1) -0.0002 ***
NFC leverage ratio (t-1) -0.00001 ***
NFC Tobin's Q (t-1) 0.00002 *
NFC Profit (t-1) 0.00000
Relative price of business investment (t-1) -0.00687 *
R-squared 0.505 0.704 0.828 0.803 0.786 0.550
Adjusted R-squared 0433 0.657 0.788 0.757 0.736 0.478
S.E. of regression 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
F-statistic 7.056 14.927 20.612 17.499 15.715 7.678
Prob(Wald F-statistic) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Observations 104 103 75 75 75 103

1/ Estimated with the Newey-West robust standard error approach, which is a covariance estimator that is consistent with the presence of

both heteroskedasticity and autocorrelation of unknown form.
2/ "*", "t and "***" denote significance at 10, 5, and 1 percent levels, respectively.

5. To explore key factors behind Germany's relatively low real business investment
compared to European peers, a panel regression approach is used. In this panel analysis, the
augmented basic accelerator model estimated for Germany is broadened to include additional
explanatory variables, namely: (i) projected medium-term growth rates vis-a-vis the rest of the world
and (ii) output per worker vis-a-vis the average of Germany, Japan, and the U.S. (to account for
catch-up needs). A fixed effect estimation method, similar to the one employed in EC (2017), is
applied to an annual unbalance panel dataset for 1995-2017 to data for 27 European countries.*

o
= + p * Accelerator; ¢_y +y * Profit;;,_, + 6 *real interest rate;; + 6 * MT growth diff; ,_,
it-1

+p * Productivity diffis_1 + w; + 0

AGVA;;
Accelerator;y = ———
Kit—1

Gross Operating Blanace; ,
Kit—1

where, Profit;, =

4 Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Germany, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.
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6. The results suggest that future growth prospects matter for business investment
decisions (Table A2). Similar to the results for the above regression analysis for Germany, higher
past output growth and nonfinancial corporations’ profits tend to be associated with higher real
business investment, while higher real interest rates tend to be associated with lower business
investment. At the same time, the results also suggest that countries with higher medium-term
growth prospects vis-a-vis the rest of the world tend to have higher real business investment. The
negative coefficient for output per worker suggests that countries with relatively low labor
productivity have higher real business investment (either because of catch-up need or lower labor
cost). The results suggest that recent levels of Germany’s business investment is slightly below what
is predicted by the model. At the same time, the model predicts that business investment in
Germany should be slightly below the sample median, although above some key major economies,
such as France, Italy, and the UK (Figure A3).

Figure A3. Panel Regression Results

Germany: Actual and Predicted Business Investment 1/ Model Predicted Real Business Investment, avg 2013-17
(Percent of real net capital stock) (Percent of real GDP)
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Source: IMF staff estimates.
1/ (1) and (2) refer to the specification (1) and (2) in Table 2, respectively.
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Table A2. Panel Regression Results "/

(M 2/ (2) 2/ (3) 2/ @ 2/
Reverse of capital stock (t-1) -38.90 *** -41.79 ** -43.10 * -42.87
Accelerator (t-1) 0.12 *** 0.12 *** 0.17 *** 0.17 ***
Profit (t-1) 0.19 *** 0.20 *** 0.26 ** 0.26 **
Real interest rate (t) -0.06 *** -0.07 *** -0.06 *** -0.06 **
MT growth differential (vis-a-vis ROW) (t-1) 10.76 *** 9.83 *** 14.66 * 14.71 **
Productivity differential (vis-a-vis DEU, JPN, USA) (t-1) -2.76 *** -2.68 *** -3.49 *** -3.50 ***
Relative price of business investment 0.44 -0.06
Constant -0.13 -0.53 -0.19 -0.12
R-squared 0.9098 0.9099 0.8938 0.8938
Adjusted R-squared 0.9042 0.9041 0.8820 0.8818
S.E. of regression 0.6861 0.6873 0.6882 0.6889
F-statistic 160.4812 155.5296 75.8972 74.3650
Prob(F-statistic) 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Country FE y y y y
Time FE n n y y
Observations 542 542 542 542

1/ The table presents the results based on robust covariances estimated with the White diagonal method. Results remain generally
unchanged when the White cross-section (period clustered) or White-period (cross section clustered) methods are used. The

specifications without time fixed effects are adjusted for cross-sectional heteroskedasticity.
2/ "*", "+ and "***" denote significance at 10, 5, and 1 percent levels, respectively.

7. Key factors behind Germany'’s relatively low business investment compared to the
European peers that have high business investment are less favorable growth prospects and
fixed effects (Figure A4). Comparing Germany with advanced European peers with high business
investment (i.e., Austria, Belgium, Switzerland, and Sweden), Germany's lower medium-term growth
prospects and fixed effects appear to be pushing down Germany's business investment. Although
the interpretation of fixed effects involves significant uncertainties as they capture the time-invariant
characteristics of the countries, fixed effects may be linked to general investment environment (e.g.,
ease of starting a business, product market regulations, digital infrastructure, availability of skilled
labor, etc). Germany is generally ranked high for these indicators, yet there remains scope for
narrowing gaps with respect to frontier countries. Meanwhile, Germany's relatively high profits and
low real interest rates are supporting business investment compared to peers.
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Figure A4. Germany and Peers: Factors behind Business Investment
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Key Takeaways

e Recent levels of Germany's real business investment do not seem to be low from a historical
perspective, given the demand and nonfinancial corporations’ profits and financial conditions.

e However, from a cross-country perspective, Germany's real business investment is relatively low
due mainly to its relatively low future growth prospects.

e To lift real business investment, Germany should boost growth prospects, for example by
investing more in human capital and increasing labor supply, expanding digital infrastructure,
and reducing uncertainties about energy transition. The low-interest rate environment would

support business investment.
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I FUND RELATIONS

(As of May 31st, 2019; unless specified otherwise)

Mission: May 7-17, 2019 in Berlin, Bonn, Frankfurt, Munich and Nuremberg. The concluding
statement of the mission is available at

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/05/17/Germany-Staff-Concluding-Statement-of-
the-2019-Article-IV-Mission

Staff team: Ms. Detragiache (head), Ms. Kozack, Mses. Chen, Dao, Mineshima, Mr. Natal (all
EUR), Ms. Perry, Messrs. Klemm, and Hebous (all FAD) and Ms. Fernando (LEG).

Country interlocutors: State Secretary of the Ministry of Finance Schmidt, Bundesbank
President Weidmann, officials from the Federal Chancellor’s office, the Finance, Economic
Affairs, Labor, and Environment Ministries, the Bundesbank, the Federal Office for Migration
and Refugees. Mr. Meyer and Mr. Buetzer (OED) participated in the discussions. Additional
meetings took place with representatives from the social partners, the banking and insurance
sectors, think tanks, and academics.

Fund relations: The previous Article IV consultation discussions took place during
May 2018 and the staff report was discussed by the Executive Board on June 29, 2018. The
Executive Board’s assessment and staff report are available at

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Issues/2018/07/04/Germany-2018-Article-1V-
Consultation-Press-Release-Staff-Report-and-Statement-by-the-46049

Membership Status: Joined August 14, 1952; Article VIIL.

General Resources Account: SDR Million Percent of Quota
Quota 26,634.40 100.00
Fund holdings of currency 22,571.77 84.75
Reserve position in Fund 4,062.82 15.25
Lending to the Fund

New Arrangements to Borrow 978.64

SDR Department: SDR Million Percent of Allocation
Net cumulative allocation 12,059.17 100.00
Holdings 11,836.74 98.16

Outstanding Purchases and Loans: None

Financial Arrangements: None
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Projected Payments to Fund (SDR Million; based on existing use of resources and present holdings
of SDRs, as of April 30, 2019):

Forthcoming
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Principal
Charges/Interest 1.89 2.73 2.72 2.72 2.72
Total 1.89 2.73 2.72 2.72 2.72

1/ When amember has overdue financial obligations outstanding for more than
three months, the amount of such arrearswill be shownin this section.

Exchange Rate Arrangement

Germany'’s currency is the euro, which floats freely and independently against other currencies.

Germany is an Article VIl member and maintains an exchange system free of restrictions on
payments and transfers for current international transactions. It maintains measures adopted for
security reasons, which have been notified to the Fund for approval in accordance with the
procedures of Decision 144 and does so solely for the preservation of national or international
security.

Anti-Money Laundering/Combating the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT)

Germany is currently preparing for their forthcoming comprehensive AML/CFT assessment by the
Financial Action Task Force (FAFTF) that is scheduled to take place between 2020 and 2021.
Germany was last assessed against the previous AML/CFT standard in 2009. Since that time, the legal
and organizational framework for AML/CFT has been comprehensively restructured, including to
transpose the EU’s fourth Money Laundering Directive. In addition, efforts are also underway to
transpose the EU’s fifth Money Laundering Directive into national law. Notably, a revised and
restructured Anti-money laundering Law (Geldwéschegesetz) came into effect on June 26, 2017. In
addition, authorities introduced a Transparency Register in June 2017, to hold information on the
ultimate beneficial owners of legal persons (e.g., companies, partnerships) and arrangements
(trusts). The register is accessible to competent authorities, and more broadly to the general public
provided that a legitimate interest can be stated on a case-by-case basis. Authorities are also
working to strengthen risk-based supervision in line with the FSAP’s main AML recommendation to
increase the effectiveness of the AML/CFT supervisory framework over cross-border banks.
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S STATISTICAL ISSUES

(As of June 10, 2019)

I. Assessment of Data Adequacy for Surveillance

General: The economic database is generally comprehensive and of high quality, and data provision is
adequate for surveillance.

National Accounts: Germany adopted the European System of Accounts 2010 (ESA2010) in September
2014, with GDP calculated both annually and quarterly on a current and chained volume basis. Germany
has received multiple derogations from ESA2010 requirements, most of which are scheduled to be
addressed by 2020. A direct source for quarterly changes in inventories, which is an important indicator
of changes in GDP over the business cycle, is lacking. Extrapolations of changes in inventories are based
on the difference between the monthly production index and turnover index in manufacturing.

Government Finance Statistics: Comprehensive data reporting systems support the accuracy and
reliability of the government finance statistics. However, these data are based on cash accounting
systems, although documentation exists to explain the differences between the general government
data in the ESA2010 (noncash) classification and the general cash data on an administrative basis;
Germany publishes—through Eurostat—general government revenue, expenditure, and balances on a
noncash/ accrual basis on a quarterly basis (ESA2070) and these data are presented ina GFSM 2014
formatin International Financial Statistics, albeit with delay. Germany submits annual data for
publication in the Government Financial Statistics Yearbook, in GFSM 2014 format. Monthly data are
disseminated on a cash-basis.

Monetary and Financial Statistics: The ECB reporting framework is used for monetary statistics and
data are reported to the IMF through a "gateway” arrangement with the ECB. The arrangement provides
an efficient transmission of monetary statistics to the IMF and for publication in the /FS. Monetary
statistics for Germany published in the /FS cover data on central bank and other depository
corporations (ODCs) using Euro Area wide residency criterion. Data based on national residency
criterion is also published as memorandum items. Germany reports data on some series and indicators
of the Financial Access Survey (FAS), including the two indicators adopted by the UN to monitor Target
8.10 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Financial Sector Surveillance: Germany participates in the IMF's Coordinated Direct Investment Survey
(CDIS), Coordinated Portfolio Investment Survey (CPIS) and financial soundness indicators (FSls)
databases. The German authorities compiled a comprehensive set of FSI data and metadata. Of the

40 FSls, Germany reports all except net foreign exchange exposure to equity (131). Even though
Germany reports all of the 12 core FSls, six FSls are reported on an annual basis only: (i) NPL Net of
Provisions to Capital, (i) NPL to Total Gross Loans, (iii) Return on Assets, (iv) Return on Equity,

(v) Interest Margin to Gross Income, and (vi) Non-Interest Expense to Gross Income. Plans are already

4
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underway to change the legal basis for the periodicity of deposit taking institutions’ reporting
requirements. In addition, the quality of data on bank exposures submitted to the BIS needs to be
improved, including provision of the data on ultimate risk basis for advanced countries.

External Sector Statistics: The Bundesbank compiles the balance of payments in close cooperation with
the Federal Statistical Office. Balance of payments, International Investment Position statistics, and
related cross-border statistics are compiled according to the sixth edition of the Balance of Payments
and International Investment Position Manual (BPM6), and the legal requirements of the ECB and
Eurostat.

Il. Data Standards and Quality

Adherent to the Special Data Dissemination Data ROSC from 2006 is available.
Standards Plus (SDDS Plus) since February 2015.

Implementing G-20 DGI recommendations:
Currently disseminates a residential property
price index and a commercial property price
index.
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Germany: Table of Common Indicators Required for Surveillance
(As of June 4, 2019)
Date of Date Frequency of [ Frequency Frequency of
latest received Data’ of Publication®
observation Reporting®
Exchange Rates June4, 2019 June4, D D D
2019

International Reserve Assets and April 19 May 19 M M M
Reserve Liabilities of the Monetary
Authorities’
Reserve/Base Money? April 19 May 19 M M M
Broad Money? April 19 May19 M M M
Central Bank Balance Sheet April 19 May 19 M M M
Consolidated Balance Sheet of the April 19 May 19 M M M
Banking System
Interest Rates® May 19 May 19 M M M
Consumer Price Index May 19 May 19
Revenue, Expenditure, Balance and Q119 May 19
Composition of Financing*—
General Government®
Stocks of General Governmentand | December 18 April 19 A A A
Government-Guaranteed Debt®
External Current AccountBalance March 19 May 19 M M M
Exports and Imports of Goods and March 19 May 19 M M M
Services
GDP/GNP Q1:19 May 19
Gross External Debt Q4:18 March 19
International Investment Position” Q4:18 March 19 Q Q Q

"Includes reserve assets pledged or otherwise encumbered as well as net derivative positions.

2Pertains to contribution to EMU aggregate.

® Both market-based and officially-determined, including discount rates, money market rates, rates on treasury

bills, notes, and bonds.
4 Foreign, domestic bank, and domestic nonbank financing.
> The general government consists of the central government (budgetary funds, extra budgetary funds, and social
security funds) and state and local governments.

® Including currency and maturity composition

" Includes external gross financial asset and liability positions vis-a-vis nonresidents.

8 Daily (D); weekly (W); monthly (M); quarterly (Q); annually (A); irregular (1); and not available (NA)
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Statement by Mr. Meyer, Executive Director for Germany
July 8, 2019

On behalf of my authorities, 1 would like to thank staff for the discussions and the candid,
balanced, and at the same time thought-provoking assessment of the German economy. My
authorities find their views well documented in the report.

The German economy continues to grow, making this year the tenth successive year
of expansion. The labor market continues to perform well. The unemployment rate is
expected to drop to historically low levels in 2019, whilst employment rises further.
Consequently, personal incomes will again see a substantial increase: the German Federal
Government expects that net wages and salaries of employees will grow by 5.1 percent in
2019,! a development which is also helped by measures taken by the Federal Government
to strengthen income after taxes. In view of rising wages, employment and corporate
investment, the domestic economy will remain the driver of economic growth.

Despite the recent growth slowdown and presence of certain exte rnal headwinds,
output is projected to return to trend. However, and as staff rightly notes, this outlook is
subject to significant uncertainty, especially against the backdrop of unresolved trade
tensions and risks surrounding the Brexit process that need to be addressed as a matter of
priority by all parties involved. Furthermore, heightened geopolitical risks weigh on
investor sentiment.

Germany firmly supports an open, fair, and rules-based multilateral trading system
which is more important than ever to safeguard the gains that free trade entails for every
country while making sure that these are broadly shared. Germany’s policies will remain
firmly anchored within its responsibilities and commitments to the European Union and
the euro area.

On top of this, staff rightly points out that Germany is facing its own multiple
challenges ofamore structural nature. These challenges include demographic change,
digitization of commerce and society, and the energy transition with the phasing-out of
production of electricity from nuclear power as well as coal in the context of climate
change.

At the same time, these challenges create the opportunity to enhance domestic sources of
growth and well-being.

! Net wages and salaries per employee are expected to grow by 3.8 percent in 2019.



Fiscal Policy

In line with our commitments at the European and national level, public debt is
projected to decline below the debt ceiling of60 percent of GDP this year. At the same
time fiscal policy is projected to be expansionary. Robust social safety nets, progressive
income taxation, as well as broad access to education and health systems ensure
inclusiveness while supporting potential and productivity growth over the medium term.

Good times were used to rebuild fiscal buffers and to prepare for the significant
challenges stemming from an aging society and associated contingent liabilities. The
current sound fiscal position increases resilience, also in the context of the above-
mentioned external risks that Germany faces. Automatic stabilizers will be able to operate
freely in case of slower growth. Moreover, the sound fiscal position will allow decisive
counter-cyclical action in case of a severe downturn. In this context, we see the fiscal rules
as an important guide post to anchor expectations.

That being said, general government investment has been steadily increasing, both in
absolute and relative terms, reaching a multi-year high of € 79.3 billionin 2018. The
priorities of a strong and sustained increase of public investment, which is projected to rise
further in 2019 and the coming years, lie in areas that are crucial for Germany’s future,
namely infrastructure, education, universities, research,and digital technology. The federal
government strongly sponsors this increase in investment through a number of initiatives,
including substantial fiscal support for other levels of government.

Germany is committed to promoting the international reform agenda on corporate
taxation, in particular through supporting the establishment ofa minimum taxation
framework. To this end, we have issued a joint declaration with France on the taxation of
digital companies and minimum taxation in December 2018 and look forward to making
further progress on this front over the next years.

In this vein, we welcome staff’s in-depth analysis of the German corporate tax system
and thorough evaluation of reform proposals that aim to address existing shortcomings.
Nevertheless, policy makers also face political constraints in undertaking substantial
changes to certain features of the existing framework such as the local business tax (LBT)
which is levied on the municipal level.

Similarly, we agree in principle with the desirability to reduce adverse incentives of
relatively high marginal tax rates including social security contributions for low-,
middle-, and secondary income earners. At the same time, staff correctly identifies
associated difficulties in alleviating this burden, including constitutional constraints.



The phasing out of the solidarity surcharge for low- and middle-income earners, on
which the Federal Government has recently agreed on, will reduce the labor tax
wedge in line with staff recommendations, raising disposable incomes by around

€11 billion annually. Thereby, it should have positive effects on incentives to work
while boosting domestic demand. Overall, income tax measures taken in the current
legislative period will boost disposable incomes of households by around €25 billion per
year.

We also appreciate staff’s work on regional fiscal diffe rences which discusses
differences in investment needs and financing envelopes on the state and municipal level.
However, to some extent these reflect the institutional principles of subsidiarity and self-
responsibility, and do not necessarily indicate a general need for policy action, particularly
regarding the federal level.

Overall, large fiscal equalization mechanisms exist, and the federal gove rnment has
embarked ona number of programs that aim to address investment needs at the local
level, including through the allocation of additional funds for education, early childhood
care, social housing, and public transportation. The Partnerschaft Deutschland initiative,
which supports municipalities in accessing federal funds and implementing public
investment projects, has garnered much interest from municipalities and we aim to further
expand and scale up this initiative. Given the tight labor market and increasingly binding
capacity constraints, especially in the construction sector, it should also be noted though
that there are limits to expanding infrastructure investment beyond a certain degree at the
current juncture.

External Sector and Corporate Savings

My authorities reiterate their view that the current account surplus is mainly a result
of private sector decisions in international trade and investment, and not of domestic
policy choices. My authorities expect that the current account surplus will continue to
decline in the years to come as more people retire and real wages continue to rise,
supporting the external rebalancing.

Given the exceptionally high model and estimation unce rtainties for Germany in the
IMF model, especially regarding unexplained residuals, we suggest classifying
Germany’s competitiveness position as overall neutral, in contrast to staff’s
assessment. Indicators such as Germany’s real effective exchange rate based on the
deflator of total sales against 19 trading partners or recent estimates based on the
“productivity approach” with a very broad coverage of trading partners suggest that the
German economy currently only has a rather small competitive advantage.

We take note of staff’s finding that the build-up of corporate profits and gross savings
has contributed to rising wealth inequality in a mutually reinforcing manner.



Corporate savings in turn have been a big driver of Germany’s current account surplus.
Foreign direct investment of German companies, which is statistically reported as corporate
savings, is of particular relevance in this context. We believe more granular analysis is
needed to identify potential policy distortions behind these trends that have contributed to
rising corporate profits and that might incentivize retaining earnings rather than disbursing
them.

At the same time, we would like to highlight that the fall in the labor share has been
reversed, thanks in large part to higher wage agreements against the backdrop of a tighter
labor market over the past years.

Moreover, family-owned firms, to which a large part of corporate savings accrue,
constitute an integral part of the German economy and its success story.

Structural Reforms

The planned introduction of R&D tax credits will provide strong incentives for
targeted investment in growth-enhancing R&D activities. Tax credits are capped ata
base of €2 million per firm and will therefore primarily benefit small and medium sized
enterprises, thus complementing well-tried direct funding for research and development in a
reasonable manner.

We fully agree with staff that ensuring favorable conditions for the expansion ofthe
labor supply and allowing workers to obtain and enhance the required skills are
indispensable to safeguard strong and sustainable growth over the medium term.
Given the projected decline in working age population, my authorities will further work
towards promoting a higher labor force participation of women and the elderly, better
training and integration of refugees into the labor market, as well as modernizing
immigration laws.

Educational outcomes are being strengthened through an increased supply of all-day
childcare and all-day schools which also promote the equality of opportunity.

We recognize the importance of providing high-speed internet access, both broadband
and mobile, across the country, not least to aid the adoption and development of new
technologies. To this end, besides encouraging private investments through investment-
friendly regulation, we have set out a clear strategy and will provide substantial funding to
support a nationwide fiber-based gigabit network.

The energy transition in Germany is well underway. In April 2019, the Federal
Government set up a “Climate Cabinet” in order to coordinate policies and establish a legal
framework to reach the overall climate goals for 2030. The “Climate Cabinet” will also
discuss on how to ensure the transition to climate-neutrality by 2050. The energy supply is



stable and ample with Germany being a net exporter of electricity for the foreseeable
future. The costs of producing energy from renewables is projected to decline further and
below that of producing energy from fossil fuels. This trend would additionally be
supported by increasing CO?2 prices.

We are therefore less concerned than staff that unce rtainty surrounding the energy
transition will somehow impede economic growth going forward. In Germany, a broad
public debate is currently taking place on measures that could be taken to counteract
climate change. In this context, measures like carbon pricing or an aviation tax are also
being discussed. The introduction of higher taxes on fossil fuels, which is currently under
discussion, could further aid the process towards a more energy-efficient economy.
However, no concrete decisions have yet been made.

We agree that greater competition in product and services markets as well as in
network industries can in principle be beneficial to consumers and create employment
opportunities. However, we would be more cautious than staff regarding reforms to
liberalize regulated professions. We consider many of the existing regulations to be
justified by legitimate concerns surrounding the potential deterioration of quality and
consumer protection standards. Notwithstanding that, we are open to the emergence
of new services, especially in the sharing economy, but believe that adequate
regulations and compensatory mechanisms for the transition period need to be in
place.

Financial Sector and Housing Market

We share the view that macro-financial vulnerabilities are on the rise. Our analyses
show that during the long phase of economic growth and low interest rates of the past years,
cyclical systemic risks have built up in the German financial system. These comprise a
potential underestimation of credit risk and a potential overvaluation of assets when real
estate is used as collateral. These vulnerabilities could be further amplified by the build-up
of interest rate risks. German banks have significantly topped up their capital since the
global financial crisis and capital buffers are generally deemed comfortable. Nevertheless,
given the gradual build-up of macro-financial vulnerabilities, the Financial Stability
Committee recommended the activation of the countercyclical capital buffer (CCyB) to
preventively strengthen financial sector resilience in May. Our supervisory agency Bafin
has issued a general decree on June 28th 2019, to set the CCyB at 0.25 percent effective
July 15t2019, with banks having 12 months to meet the new requirement.

We agree with staff’s assessments both on the relatively low level of profitability and
its drivers in the German banking sector. Nonetheless, we consider it to be primarily
the task of individual banks themselvesto have viable profitability levels. This being
said, we would like to point out that low profitability does not necessarily reflect high
financial stability risks and could rather be the result of prudent risk-taking behavior for



instance. Although profitability is generally low, the German banking sector is well-
capitalized and resilient. Restructuring and consolidation within the banking sector are
ongoing.

Housing prices have continued to rise, in particular in large German cities. My
authorities are monitoring housing market developments closely. While the activation
of the CCyB will inter alia address potential risks stemming from the stock of loans, my
authorities do not see a substantial increase in risks to financial stability stemming from the
flow of new housing loans based on the indicators and information available at this point.
The growth rate of housing loans to private households does not appear exceptionally high,
overall there is no indication of a substantial easing of credit standards, and the aggregate
indebtedness of private households is fairly low by historical and international standards.
However, in order to address issues of affordability, my authorities are contemplating
measures to expand the housing supply and prevent excessive hikes in rental prices.

My authorities concur with staff that addressing gaps in the data regarding real estate
lending would allow for a more complete picture of potential emerging financial stability
risks. In this respect,the currently ongoing ad hoc survey on real estate lending and
corporate credit underwriting standards is expected to provide some valuable information
on possible financial risks in specific segments of the economy.

Supply-side of Corruption

Germany welcomes the opportunity to take part in the voluntary assessment under
the IMF’s Enhanced Engage ment on Governance Framework on the supply-side of
corruption. My authorities are strongly committed to fighting corruption as also
recognized by the OECD Working Group on Bribery that acknowledged Germany as one of
the “highest enforcers” of the OECD’S Anti Bribery Convention. Atthe same time,
Germany is working towards further improving the effectiveness of the AML/CFT
supervisory framework, including by higher staffing at the relevant supervisory body
(BaFin). An in-depth assessment will be provided in conjuncture with the FATF 4th Round
of Mutual Evaluations, which is projected to be discussed in June 2021.
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