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COSTA RICA: ENHANCING RESILIENCE THROUGH 
TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND FDI ATTRACTION

Income convergence for Central American 
countries and structural reform



EXCEPTIONAL MARKET ACCESS 
TO TRADE ON A GLOBAL SCALE

Consolidated network of trade agreements grants certainty to import and export, with 
preferential access to leading markets representing 2/3 of global GDP



OVER 400 HIGH-TECH COMPANIES, 
47 OF FORTUNE 500 



1965 2021

Source: Universidad Harvard. (2024)
The Atlas of Economic Complexity.

A ROBUST STRUCTURAL TRANSFORMATION POWERED BY EXPORTS 
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DIVERSIFICATION: CORNERSTONE FOR RESILIENCE

Source: PROCOMER and Central Bank of Costa Rica 
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COSTA RICA: GOODS + SERVICES TRADE BALANCE, 2014-2023

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Exports 16.273 16.932 18.459 19.211 20.980 22.270 19.558 23.264 28.552 33.040

Imports 18.128 17.831 18.658 19.755 20.781 20.643 17.424 22.698 27.161 28.839

Balance (1 855) ( 899) ( 199) ( 543) 199 1 628 2 134 567 1 391 4 202
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Source: PROCOMER and Central Bank of Costa Rica 



DEALING WITH EXTERNAL SHOCKS: 1980-81 VS 2008-09



DEALING WITH EXTERNAL SHOCKS: RECOVERY PATH AFTER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Source: OECD, IMF and Central Bank of Costa Rica
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A WHOLE NEW WAVE OF STRUCTURAL 
REFORM TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT

Promote reforms aligned with 
international best practices

Ensure that Costa Rica is an active 
member of the organization

Strengthen Costa Rica's leadership 
in the region and beyond



MUCHAS GRACIAS
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